
The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict

Demography, Ethnicity, Race



Organizational matters

• Hopefully Zoom next time

• Weekly assignments back to Monday evening
• Foreshadowing of debates during the sessions

• Final paper proposals
• Any questions?



Coronavirus in Israel



Coronavirus in Palestine



Ethnicty, race, identity



Who is a Jew?

• Are Jews a nation? An ethnic group? A religious group? A race?

• What is ethnicity? What is race?



Critical Race Studies



A first-time English visitor of Ireland in mid-19th century:

“I am haunted by the human chimpanzees I saw along that hundred 
miles of horrible country… But to see white chimpanzees was dreadful; 
if they were black, one would not feel it so much, but their skins, 
except where tanned by exposure, are as white as ours.” 
(quoted in Loomba 1998, 109)



• Refusal of biological determinism
• “Race” is a social and political fact - belonging is socially constructed
• Looks into how are these categories actually enacted in practice



Demographic trends in Israel/Palestine







http://focus-migration.hwwi.de/Israel.5246.0.html?&L=1



Table by Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics
(https://www.timesofisrael.com/6-58-million-each-palestinians-claim-theyll-be-as-
numerous-as-jews-in-historical-palestine-next-year/)



http://rodmartin.org/demographics-israeli-palestinian-conflict/



https://worldview.stratfor.com/article/israel-confronts-its-changing-demographics



https://vimeo.com/223715289





Demographic concerns

• Based on the texts for today, is it reasonable to talk about the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict as a demographic one?

• To which extent can demographic worries explain the Israeli policies?



How do these rationales translate themselves into 
specific policies and daily practices in Israel-
Palestine?

• Based on the readings, what are some of the manifestations of the 
demographic concerns on the part of the Israeli authorities?



• Racial profiling

• Different opportunities regarding 
obtaining citizenship

• Family unification



• Do you find the Israeli policies based on demographic projections 
reasonable and adequate?



• Would it be okay to bar someone criticizing the US as a state based on 
dispossession of Native Americans from entering it?



• Efforts to maintain Jewish majority in order to maintain democracy vs 
these efforts as discriminatory and non-democratic in the first place?



Palestinians in Israel



Voter turnout



The 2019 and 2020 elections

• Higher voter turnout – 64.7% in March, the highest in 20 years
• Discontent with the Trump’s deal, State Nation Law, Netanyahu racist 

remarks
• Support for the Arab parties by leftist Jewish Israelis





East Jerusalem



Christians



Druzes



Bedouins



• Do you consider the discussion of the Israeli policies towards the 
Bedouin communities relevant for the Israeli-Palestinian conflict?

• Do you see any rationales/practices/policies crossing the Green Line?   







http://www.geog.bgu.ac.il/fastSite/coursesFiles/bedouins/bader-article.pdf









Palestinian Diaspora





Jewish People(s)



Ashkenazim and Mizrachim









Ethiopian Jews







African refugees



• Based on the article by Ziv, how do Israeli attitudes towards the 
refugees from Eritrea and Sudan relate to issues discussed above?

• What are the arguments in favor of strict policies vis-à-vis the asylum 
seekers?

• How would you relate these practices to the Jewish history?

• Do you consider this case unique in the global context?



• Is demography the overarching framework explaining the 
development of Israeli policies beyond the Israeli-Palestinian conflict?


