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Outline

• Adjustments
• Final paper and proposal
• Politics and religion in Palestine
• Politics and religion in Israel
• The Israeli-Palestinian conflict as an instance of a religious conflict?



Changes

• Technical issues?

• Skype consultations

• Group discussions
• Next time
• Division into groups

• Asssignments slightly different
• More expressing of your own opinion regarding the arguments in the readings



The final paper and proposal

• It should not be (purely) descriptive
• Research question and/or argument
• Narrow focus

• Temporal, spatial, choice of cases

• At least 5 academic sources (plus newspapers etc.)

• Proposal
• Outline of what you want to write about
• Research question/argument
• Identification of sources





Political religion among Palestinians 





• Historically, the Palestinian national movement led by PLO and Fatah 
was largely secular

• The holy city of Jerusalem (Al-Quds) played a role in the Palestinian 
national narrative, but more in political rather than religious terms



Hamas

• Branch of Muslim Brotherhood, established in 
1987 during the First Intifada

• Longer histories of Islamic political activism in 
Palestine

• Intensified since 1967
• Quickly gained popularity because of its local 

nature, existing activities and resistance to the 
Israeli occupation



Hamas as a Hybrid Actor

• Islamist movement
• National movement
• Provision of welfare
• Terrorist organization (Al-Qassam Brigades)



Hamas after 2006

• Western countries refused to recognize 
the results of the 2006 elections in 
Palestine

• Becoming more state-like following the 
over-take of Gaza

• Talks about long-term ceasefire with Israel



“Much of the politics of Hamas can be explained in terms of the 
tension between the movement’s dogmatic ideology and its pragmatic 
approach to political and institutional survival.” (Mishal and Sela 2000, 
pp. 13)













Political religion in Israel













Religion and State

• In Israel, the Orthodox rabbinate has a monopoly over civil law among 
Jewish citizens

• No civil marriages
• Disputes regarding conversions to Judaism

• Ultra-Orthodox mostly exempted from work and army service

• Debates regarding these issues vis-à-vis the Jewish character of the 
Israeli state









Jewish Messianism and Extremism



Religion and IDF



The issue of Haredi Service



Potential for disobedience of the military?



The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict as an Instance 
of Cultural/Religious Clash?



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MTfwyFOjrfA


