
compounds

most deriv.
suffixes with ‐y

ˈglossary, ˈimagery, ˈsensory, ˈdelicacy, ˈlazily, ˈdifficulty, ˈamplify

‐ish (adj) ˈyellowish, ˈfoolish, ˈchildish, eˈlevenish

‐ism ˈalcoholism

‐ful
ˈpurposeful, ˈgraceful, ˈbeautiful (=adjectives /fl ̩/)
ˈpocketful, ˈspoonful, ˈhandful (=amounts /fʊl/)

‐less ˈpowerless, ˈspiritless, ˈmeaningless

‐al ˈpractical, reˈmoval, reˈfusal, eduˈcational, proˈfessional

‐ment enˈjoyment, reˈtirement

‐ness ˈhappiness, ˈsadness

‐wise ˈotherwise, ˈclockwise

‐en  ˈwiden, ˈbroaden, ˈblacken

‐er ˈleader

suffixes with primary stress („stress‐attracting“)

‐ee
interviewˈee /ˌɪntəvjuˈiː/, employˈee, addreˈssee, traiˈnee, refeˈree, refuˈgee, payˈee, 
licenˈsee, absenˈtee

‐eer volunˈteer, mountaiˈneer, profiˈteer, auctioˈneer, rackeˈteer

‐ese Vietnaˈmese, Portuˈguese, Japaˈnese, journaˈlese, motheˈrese, legalˈese

‐ette cigaˈrette, laundeˈrette, usheˈrette, kitcheˈnette, marioˈnette

‐esque pictuˈresque, romaˈnesque, groˈtesque, araˈbesque, picaˈresque, Kafkaˈesque

‐ain (verbs) enterˈtain, ascerˈtain

suffixes shifting stress to the last syllable of the stem („stress‐fixing“)

‐ion mediˈtation, presenˈtation, civiliˈzation, proˈfession, reˈligion, multipliˈcation

‐ian mathemaˈtician, maˈgician, elecˈtrician, muˈsician, opˈtician, statiˈstician

‐ic ecoˈnomic, cliˈmatic, symˈbolic, syˈmmetric, hiˈstoric, hiˈstorical

‐ity tranˈquillity, elecˈtricity, simˈplicity, possiˈbility

‐eous couˈrageous /kəˈreɪdʒəs/, advanˈtageous /ædvənˈteɪdʒəs/, consciˈentious /ˌkɒnʃiˈenʃəs/

‐ial proˈverbial, refeˈrential, experiˈential

prefixes are mostly stress‐neutral: unbeˈlievable, incoˈrrect, preˈnuptual
!!! /ˈɪnfɪnɪt/, /ˈnɒnsəns/ 

complex words
derivatives: word + affix (water + ‐y / ‐less / ‐ing)

compounds: word + word (water + ‐fall / ‐proof)
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primary stress on the first word („genuine compounds“)

noun + noun
ˈkeyboard, ˈcredit card, ˈtypewriter, ˈairport, ˈsweatshirt, aˈlarm clock, 
ˈsuitcase, ˈhigh school

pr. participle + noun ˈdining‐room, ˈdrinking water, ˈfiling cabinet, ˈwashing machine, ˈopening hours

colour + noun 
ˈblackbird, ˈblackboard, ˈblackleg, ˈblacksmith, ˈblacklist
ˈwhiteboard, ˈgreenhouse, ˈgreenfly, ˈredskin, ˈredneck, ˈbluetooth, ˈblueray

compound adjectives
ˈhit‐and‐run ˈdriver, ˈnine‐to‐five ˈjob, ˈround‐the‐clock ˈservice
ˈseasick, ˈcarsick, ˈtrustworthy, ˈwaterproof

primary stress on the second word („phrasal prominence“) – prone to stress shift

adj. + past participle
quick‐ˈwitted, bad‐ˈtempered, good‐ˈnatured, old‐ˈfashioned, left‐ˈhanded, 
absent/open/narrow‐ˈminded, cold‐ˈblooded, cross‐ˈeyed, self‐ˈcentred

number + noun three‐ˈwheeler, second‐ˈclass, first ˈaid, five‐ˈstar

compounds as adverbs head‐ˈfirst, North‐ˈEast, downˈstream

compounds as verbs down‐ˈgrade, back‐ˈpedal, ill‐ˈtreat, backˈfire, overˈsleep, underˈgo

phrasal verbs get ˈon, take ˈoff, come ˈup

level stress („double stress“) – rare, often regarded as artificial

two nouns indicating a 
different characteristic 
of the same person

ˈdeputy ˈheadmaster, aˈssistant ˈmanager, ˈboy ˈscout, ˈchild ˈprodigy, 
ˈfellow ˈcountryman

fixed compound of a 
noun + adjective

ˈSecretary ˈGeneral, ˈcourt ˈmartial, ˈnotary ˈpublic, ˈsum ˈtotal

compounds: ‐ semantically unitary
‐ one primary stress per compound (ˈblackbird, ˈill‐treat, ˈcredit card)

S T R E S S   I N     C O M P L E X   W O R D S

alternative stress pattern – word class pairs

noun / verb ˈprotest / proˈtest        ˈobject / obˈject        ˈinsult / inˈsult

adjective / verb ˈperfect / perˈfect ˈpresent / preˈsent


