Culture Wars in Central Europe
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WS. Mondays, 11:40 – 13:15, 2075 Jinonice; Consultation hours: 13:30 – 14:00 in 2075

Characteristics and objectives of the course
So called “culture wars” have become a feature of populist politics in Central and Eastern Europe (CEE) in the last ten years. CEE publics regularly polarise in confrontations on moral, identity and memory issues. The course will focus on the interpretation of the phenomenon of what is now openly called “culture wars”.
The course will be opened by a few examples. In the first we will analyze the various meanings of the concept, starting with Kulturkampf and culture wars in its original context of Bismark's Germany and the USA of the 1980s. Subsequently, key texts on the concepts of culturalization, civilizationism and identity will be read. In the third part, the course will deal with contemporary manifestations of so-called culture wars in Europe based on texts on the policies of memory, politics of morality and politics of identity. The course will close with a debate about the specifics of Central European manifestations of so-called culture wars.

Course structure

[bookmark: _GoBack]1.    07. 10. Introduction. CWs in Poland and Hungary
2.    14. 10. Culture wars in CEE? Trenczenyi              
3.    21. 10. Culture wars, Kulturkampf 
-      28. 10. National holiday
5.    04. 11. Moralising post-communism
6.    11. 11. The illiberal rebellion                   
7.    25. 11. Politics of memory - pres. Neilson
8.    02. 12. Politics of identity  - pres. Sejdija, blorta, Terreau
9.  09. 12. Politics of morality – pres. Olátník, Trochtová
10.  16. 12. Populism and culture wars Ref. Vidal, Tommasinim Erben, Miller
11.  06. 01. Final debate        
 
Weekly readings: Moodle https://dl1.cuni.cz/course/view.php?id=8236

Getting your credit:
· 75% active attendance
· Presentation in class
· Final essay: due January 3rd, 2020

Important dates:
· Choosing your presentation: 14. 10. 
· Proposal for final essay: 18. 11. 
· Final essay: January 3rd, 2020
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