
So How Do We Analyse Culture ? 

• There are many theories and models. 
• One model identifies 4 aspects of culture.   
 
1.  Material constructions - what you can see in the culture that is different 

from your own. 
 

2.  Socio-political constructions - what you can see but don’t know how it 
works, what its rules are. 
 

3.  Behavioural norms - what you can see happening but don’t know its rules. 
 
4.  Values and beliefs. This underpin (3) but you can’t see or guess them. 
 
This is called the ‘Iceberg Theory of Culture’ – because most of it is invisible.  
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