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lntroduction
Introduction

Teachers often complain that teaching mater ials
are bland and devoid of the very topics we discuss
in our dai ly l ives. The t i t le of this book suggests
that the material covers controversial and difficult
issues which students may be reluctant to discuss.
Many of the issues are indeed controversial  but the
mater ial  is in no way intended to shock. In fact,  the
contents closely resemble those we f ind in our
newspapers every day.

There are good reasons why general  c lassroom
mater ia ls  avo id  top ics  wh ich  may lead to
embarrassment or fr ict ion in the classroom. Many
teachers may be hesitant to use such mater ials.
However,  many more experienced teachers
recognise the motivat ional value of mater ials
which more closely ref lect the real world.

This book presents just such st imulat ing and
re levant  top ics .  Three broad ca tegor ies  a re
covered:

1. terboos such as swearing, talk ing about death
and prost i tut ion

2.  ser ious  issues  such as  rac ism and genet ic
engineering

3. personal matters such as appearance, hygiene
and nudity.

The materiirl is not intended to form the basis of a
course but a resource from which teachers can,
with their students, select topics which interest
them. The material should only be used with
classes you know well and where the students are
sensitive enough to respect and trust both you and
their  fel low students. Even then, you must use the
mater ia l  sens i t i ve ly .  Ind iv idua l  s tudents  o r
members of their family or close friends may have
immediate, personal,  even painful ,  experience of
many of the topics. In some cases, you may want
to check with an individual student before using a
part icular topic in class. I t  is essent ial  that teachers
remain alert for difficulties. If a particular issue
becomes too sensit ive, the teacher must be wi l l ing
to abandon the topic and be prepared to move on
to something completely different.

How a unit  is organised

Most  un i ts  io l low th is  pa t rc rn :

left hand page: introductory discussion and one or
more short texts

r ight hand page: language work and further
d iscuss ion .

The lcft hernd page usually provides the basic
mater ial  for a lesson, whi le the r ight hand page
provides extension or fol low-up work.

Methodology

It is expected that this material will be used by
experienced teachers. The teachers'  notes,
therefore, have been kept to a minimum and
comprise only short  notes, the answers, and
occasional extra ideas.

Bearing in mind the sensitive nature of many of the
topics, we suggest it will usually be best to start by
asking students to think silently about some of the
questions before they are asked to say anything at
al l .  They then work in pairs and smal l  groups
before the topic is opened up to the whole class.

In a similar way, with the reading texts, students
often work in pairs, with each reading a different
short text, which they then report to their partner,
before the material is dealt with in the whole class.

During individual or pair work, monitor what is
happening. You may wish to help out with
language where necessary, but you can also judge

whether and how the topic(s) can be opened out to
a  w ider  c lass  d iscuss ion .

It goes without saying that, as the teacher, you
should remain neutral throughout any discussions,
seeking only to encourage students to express their
views.

Students will often have strongly-held views and
possibly profound personal experiences which they
are willing to share with the class. Indeed, trying to
engage students in this way is perhaps the prime
purpose of the mater ials.  Whi le encouraging and
helping them to express their  v iews and
experiences, you must, however, never lose sight of
the fact that it is a language lesson and they must
be in no way pressurised into discussing or
revealing things about themselves with which they
are in any way unhappy. A student who wishes to
remain silent must have their right to do so
respected.

Using the internet

Because the topics are controversial and regularly
in the news, it will almost always be easy to find
related material by a quick search of the internet.
Usually typing two or three key words into a
search engine wi l l  be suff ic ient to give you
contemporary examples relevant to the topic.

Richard MacAndrew
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Introduction
Do you find this conversation offensive?

I haven't seen Harry for months. How is he?
> Dead! He died just before Christmas.

Which would you prefer to say?

He passed away just before Christmas.
or We lost him just before Christmas.
Do you use simi lar expressions in your language to
avoid the words dead or died? lf so, what are they?

Discussion
ln your country:

1. When someone dies, what happens to their  body?
a. It is buried. b.It is cremated. c. Something else

2. \7here do funeral  ceremonies take place?
a. In a church b. At d sbrine c. Sometuhere else

3. Who usual ly attends funerals?
d. Only men b. Men and women c. Anyone

4. What colour do people wear ro signi fy death?
a. Black b.Whi te c. A different colowr

.5.  What do people usual ly do at funerals?
a. Cry openly and express strong emotions.
b. Keep their emotions under control.
c. Try not to cry, but cry quietly if they cdnnot help it.

When you die, would you prefer to be buried or cremated?

Reading
Read the two articles opposite. Then choose the best
answers to these two questions:

1.Why do you think nobody sang the f inal  song at the
fur-reral <tf George Ramsbottom?
a. Because they didn't agree with George's brotber.
b. Becduse they were shocked hy what had happened.

2. What is Maplethorpe counci l  going to do?
a. Order the body to be re-buried in a cemetery.
b. l"lothing.

Discuss the quest ions below in pairs:

1. Was Frank Ramsbottom r ight ro make the speech?
2. "You should never speak i l l  of  the dead." Do you

agree ?
3. Can you bury someone in their  garden in your

country?
4. Can you scatter their ashes wherever you like?
5. How would you feel i f  your nexr-door neighbours

buried their  grandmorher in their  back garden?

"Die, my dear doctor? That's
the last  th ing I  shal l  do!"

Lord PctLmerstot't

SURPRISING HONESTY AT FUNERAL
Family and friends at the funeral of George
Ramsbottom in Honley, West Yorkshire,
were stunned when his brother, Frank, stood
up in the church and told everyone that his
brother would not be missed.
Describing his brother as the meanest man
he had ever met, he went on to list all the
people who would be glad to know that
George had died, and gave the reasons why.
He claimed that George was a liar, a cheat, a
womaniser and a drunk. "He owed money to
half the people in the village; he had ruined
a number of marriages; and he was often
incredibly rude for no good reason. No one
will be sad that he has sone." said Frank
Ramsbottom.

Mr Ramsbottom's unexpected speech was
followed by complete silence. Eventually
Margaret Dudley, the minister in charge of
the service, stood to say, "Let us give thanks
for George's life with our final song." She
then sang on her own while everyone else
stood in silence. The service ended shortlv
afterwards.

HOME BURIAL CAUSES ANGER
A family who buried a relative in their back
garden have angered neighbours.
Residents of a care home were shocked to
see the coffin of Daniel Stevens lowered into
a grave in Chesterfield Road, Maplethorpe.
Staff at the Adamson care home, which
overlooks the garden, want the body re-
buried in a cemetery.

Geraldine Thomson, the manager of the
home, said: "Someone sent me a letter last
week to say the funeral would happen on
Thursday. I thought it was ajoke.
There were about 200 people in the garden
for the service. When I called the police they
said they couldn't do anything to stop it
because it wasn't illegal."
Maplethorpe council said it was not able to
prevent a burial on private land as long as
certain rules were followed.

Death Iaboos and /ssues



Language
Use the correct form of these verbs below:

die kill murder

. . . . . f o r a1 . I 'm jus t  go ing  ou ts ide .  I 'm
cigarette.

2. Do you want a dr ink?
>  Y e s ,  I c o u l d  . . .  a c u p o f  t e a .

3. What 's your new boyfr iend l ike? I 'm
. . . . t 0 m e e t h i m .

4.I 've been out shopping al l  day. My feet are
. . . . . . m e !

5. The train doesn't  leave t i l l  4,  so we've got
nearly an hour to .  .  .

6. Just keep quiet. 
'Whenever 

you open your
m o u t h , y o u . .  . . .  t h e E n g l i s h
language!

Add the following words to these sentences:

death murder

7. When is i t  going to stop raining? I 'm sick to
of this weather!

8. Sorrv I 'm so late. The traff ic was .  .

Discussion
Answer the questions below on your own:

"'Will you please take your feet
off *y best cbair!"

1. How do you feel when the subject of death comes into the conversation?
a. [Jncomfortable - I don't want to talk abowt it.
b. lt depends how other people redct.
c. Fine - it's perfectly natural to talk about death.

Or do you have another react ion?

2. You have to tell a close friend that a mutual friend of yours has died. You know that they were

very close . How would you start the conversation?
a. I'm afraid we won't be meeting Mary for lunch on Friday after all.
b. Haue you heard? Mary's jwst died.
c. You'd better sit dotun. I'ue got some bad news about Mary. She died last night.

C)r would you say something else?

3. A friend of yours (a rather unreliable one) has just died, owing you a lot of money. After the

funeral his sister comes to talk to you. Do you say:
a. I was hoping to meet one of the family so I can get my money back.

b. Poor George! He was such a good friend. (and forget about the money)

c. I shall miss George - but not as much as the ["1000 he ctwed me!

Or would you say something else?

4. If the only work available was working with dead bodies - for example as an undertaker or a

pathologist - what would you do?
a. Take the job. Somebody bas to do lobs like that. It 's no big deal.
b. I could neuer do a iob like that.'What would my friends think? I'd rather starue.

c. I'd ask for a huge salary. It would be OK if I was paid a lot.
d. Please stop tall<ing about it. I feel sick.

Compare and discuss your answers in pairs or smal l  groups.

ls it OK to joke about death?

9. You look l ike .  .  warmed up! Are
you i l l?

10.I  don' t  just want to si t  on the beach al l  day.
I'l l be bored to . . .

Do you have simi lar id ioms in your language?

Do you know these idiomatic expressions?

He's kicked the bucket.
He's popped his c/ogs.
He's gone to meet his maker.

Iaboos and /ssues



Nudity

Vocabulary
Nude / Naked - both words mean wearing no crothes. For exampre:

He wrrs completely narked. She was standing there, in the nude.
Naturism is the activity of not wearing any clothes because you believe it
The peopfe who do this are called nudists or naturists.

is more natural or healthy.

4. You are ar the beach with your family. A man
and a woman put their  towels near you, take
off  al l  their  c lothes and l ie down to sunbathe.

5. You are invited to dinner by some people you
don't know very well. After dinner, they show
you their holiday photographs. They had been
to a naturist resort in the south of France. The
pictures leave nothing to the imaginat ion!

6. Your new boyfriend/girlfriend suggests gorng ro
the beach. 

'V7hen 
you get there, it,s a nudist

beach.

a. 5,000 b. 25,000 c. 50,000
a . 1 0  b . 5 0  c . 1 0 0

I
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a
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a
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Discussion
How would you react in the fol lowing si tuat ions? would you laugh, be embarrassed, cover your eyes,have a good look, or do something else?

l.  You are warching a footbal l  match when a
nrrkecl  woman runs onto the pi tch and stops
the garrnc.

2. Some ncw friends of yours have a sauna. After
cl inncr,  they suggest you al l  relax and chat in
the siruna. When you are getting ready, you
cl iscover that you are expected to be naked.

-1. Yru rrre shopping in the main street of  your
town. You not ice a man walking down the
street.  He is not wearing any clothes, but is
carrf  ing a shopping bag.

Reading
Answer these questions. Then read the article to find out the answers.
l .  How manv narlrr ists do you think there are in Bri tain?
2.How many off ic ial  nudist  beaches do you think there are in Bri tain?
.1. D. v. .r  think i t  is p.ssible to go on a nudist  package hol iday?

a
t

a
a

I
I

a
I
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I
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t

EVERY BEACH SHOULD BE A NUDIST BEACH
This sunrmer Brit ish naturists are spokesperson fbr BN, the Brit ish
planning kr swirn and bathe naked Naturism magazine. "we wilr
on public beaches throughout the def'end our members in court ... as
collntry to draw .ttention to public long as we are satisfiecl that they
and of f ic ia l  opp.s i t ion to thei r  have behaved reasonably and
l i t 'esty le.  there 's  been no indecent
Brit ish Naturism. the leading UK behaviour."
organisat ion fbr  natur is ts .  is  not  The Nucle Tolerance Campaign,
only encouraging its members to which started quietty last
bathe naked wherever  they want ,  November,  is  bui ld ing up as
but  is  a lso promis ing to c lef 'end summer arr ives and Br i ta in 's
the'' in court if they i ire arrestecl by 25,000 naturists arrive at beaches
the policc. and clubs all over the UK. There"Basically. 

.ur view is that every wii l also be a nude cross-Channel
bcach is  a natur is ts '  beach,"  sa ic l  a  re lay swim f iom the south of

Nudity

England to France, which Brit ish
Natur ism hopes wi l l  increase
awareness of topless and nudist
beaches in many parts of the world.
Britain already has I 70 clubs and l0
beaches where naturism is ofTicially
permi t ted and,  surpr is ingly ,  the
naturist l i festylc is becoming big
business. Members of BN enjoy
discounts on ferry  serv lces.  car
rental and breakdown insurancc and
can enjoy f2,000 nudist Caribbean
cruises.  Several  large tour
operators, including Virgin. offer
natunst summer packages.

Taboos and /ssues



Politically incorrect jokes

Discussion
Read this joke about a bl ind person. ls i t  funny?

A blind man and his guide dog went into a department store to do some

Christmas shopping. Atl of a sudden, the man picked up his dog by the tail and

started to swing it)round in a circle. A sales assistant shouted, "sir! Can I hellt

yctu?" "No thanks," the blind man replied, "I'm 
iust looking"'

Have you ever laughed at something that other people thought was not funny or told a joke which upset

people? Describe the situation.

ls it OK to tel jokes about anything and everything? Would any or all of the following offend you? Why?

. a ioke about a physical ly disabled person

. a joke that makes fun of women

. a ioke that makes fun of men

. a loke that makes fun of the elderly

.  a ioke that r id icules a part icular rel ig ion

. a ioke involving a particular country or nationality

. a loke making fun of lawyers

. a ioke that makes fun of blondes

Do you know any jokes involving any of the above?
ls there a particular group of people in your country who are often the object of jokes?

Language
Use the correct form of these verbs to complete the jokes below:

pLtt

haue

drown
call

make
take

climb
retrdtn

say
throw

1. How do you .  .  .  a blonde laugh on 6.

Fr iday?
> Tel l  her a joke on Monday. 7.

2 . H o w d o y o u  . . . a b l o n d e ?

> Put a mirror on the bottom of a swimming

pool.

3. What's the difference between a blonde and a

computer?
> You only have to . . . information into

a computer once.

4. Why did the blonde . . . over the glass

wir l l?
> Tcr see what was on the other side.

S.What do you do i f  a blonde .  .  .  .  .  .  .  -  a

grenade at you?

> Pull the pin out and throw it back.

\fhy don't blondes get coffee breaks?

> It takes too long to . . . . . . them afterwards.

'V7hat 
do intelligent blondes and UFOs

. . . i n c o m m o n ?
> You often hear about them, but you never

see one.

8. How many blondes does it . . . to screw

in a l ight bulb?
> One. She holds the bulb st i l l  and the world

revolves around her.

9. IX/hat do you . . . a blonde with half a

brain?
> Gifted.

10.What would a blonde '  .  .  i f  her doctor

told her that she was pregnant?

> Is i t  mine?

Did you find these jokes offensive? Do you know anybody who would? Are they blonde?

Thi;k about a joke that you know and try to translate it into English. Write it down first and then tell it to

a classmate.

Pol itically i n corre ct iokes
Taboos and /ssues



Reading
The authors would like to make it clear that none of the following jokes has been written by them. They
are typical of jokes which exist in books of jokes and on joke websites. The jokes printed here are among
the least offensive! As you read the jokes below, rate each one for its level of humour and level of
offensiveness:

HUMOUR A: very funny
OFFENSIVENESS A: verv offensive

loke 1
Q: How can you tel l  when a lawyer is ly ing?
A:  H is  l ips  a re  mov ing .

foke 2
A woman was paying for some i tems in a
supermarket -  a pint of  mi lk,  a packet of bacon, a
small bag of rice and a few vegetables. The man at
the checkout said, " l  bet you're single, aren' t  you?"
"Well  yes, I  am," the woman repl ied. "How did you
know?" "Because you're real ly very ugly,"  repl ied
the man.

foke 3
HOW TO IMPRESS A WOMAN
Compliment her,  cuddle her,  k iss her,  caress her,
love her, stroke her, comfort her, protect her, hug
her, wine and dine her, buy gifts for her, listen to
her, respect her, stand by her, support her, go to the
ends of the earth for her.

HOW TO IMPRESS A MAN
Arrive naked . . .  with beer.

foke 4
How do you make a dog dr ink?
Put  i t  in  a  l iqu id iser .

foke 5
Q: How do men sort  their  laundry?
A:  'F i l thy 'and 'F i l thy  bu t  s t i l l  wearab le . '

foke 6
Q: What has four legs and eight arms?
A: A pi t-bul l  terr ier in a chi ldren's playground.

B: a bi t  funny C: not funny
B: a little offensive C: not offensive at all

loke 7
How do you make a cat go 'woof'?.

Soak it in petrol and throw it on the fire.

foke B
There was a young man from Calcutta,
Who had the most terrible stutter,
He said,  Pass the h-ham,
And the 1r-ffjam,
And the b-b-b-b-b-b-butter.

foke 9
A young man wi th a wi ld  and mul t i -co loured
hairstyle sits next to an old man on a park bench.
The old man stares at the young man. "What's the
matter, old man?" says the young man. "Never done
anyth ing crazy in  your  l i fe?"  The o ld man repl ies:
"Yeah. When I was in the Navy, I got really drunk
one night and had sex with a parrot. I thought you
might  be my son."

loke 10

Q: How do you know when you're too fat?
A: When you step on the scales and it says 'To

be cont inued. '

f  oke 11

Q: If your wife comes out of the kitchen to nag you,
what have you done wrong?

A: Made her  chain too long.

foke 12

Q: Why do l ta l ian men wear lo ts  of  gold chains
around thei r  necks?

A: So they know when to stop shaving.

Match the following reactions to the relevant jokes above:

a. Anybody who thinks setting fire to an animal is funny needs psychiatric help. They are sick!
b. That's in really bad taste. People who have a speech impedimenr can'r help it.
c.  I  don' t  think you should joke about people's appearance. I t 's not their  faul t !
d. I  don' t  get i t .  ( I  don' t  understand the johe.)

Discussion
Did you find any of the jokes offensive or 'sick'? Which, it any?
Who would be offended by the jokes above? Consider each one with a partner.
Are there any categories of jokes that you would describe as offensive that were not included above?

Taboos and /ssues Pol iti ca I ly i n correct joke s
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Discussion
Work in pairs.  Discuss these quest ions:

When you f i l l  in a form, are you h"ppy to give this information:
Yottr age?
Your mdrital statusl
Your income?

Are there any other quest ions you don't  l ike answering?

Reading
Read through the four conversat ions below. Who are the people and what is the si tuat ion?

Conversation 1

A: Your blood pressure is absolutely f ine. Have
you been eat ing normal ly?

B: Oh yes. The same as normal.
A: And do you take any regular exercise?
B: Yes, I  play squash twice a week.
A: Mm. Tel l  me, how much do you weigh?
B:  About  68  k i los .

Gonversation 2

A: Hello, I'm Jean Walker. 
'We've just moved in

nert door.
B: Paul Burton. Pleased to meet you. Do you

work local ly?
A: Yes, I'm a solicitor with a firm on the High

Street.
B: A sol ic i tor.  That 's a good job. How much do

you eirrn ?

Conversation 3

A: Hel lo.  I ' rn looking for a white tennis shir t .
B: OK. Tennis shir ts are over here.
A: As you can see, I ' l l  need a fair ly large srze.
B: Yes, I c:rn see that. How much do you weigh,

i f  you don't  mind me asking?

Conversation 4

A: Gareth, you wi l l  be del ighted to hear that we
wor-r ld l ike to offer you the job.

B: Great!  Thank you very much.
A: \7e need tc'r talk a bit about salaries.
B: Right,  yes, of  course.
A: Rernind me, how much do you earn at the

moment?
B: About {35,000 a year.
A: Yes, wel l ,  we won't  be able to give you more

than that initirrlly, but we shor-rld be able t<;
match i t .

"Good morning. I'd like to talk
to you ahout the Bible."

Discussion
1.In each dialogue there is a personal quest ion.

Decide if the question is appropriate to the
si tuat ion and the speakers. l f  i t  is not
appropriate, why isn't it?

2. The quest ions in conversat ions 2 and 3 do not
have answers. How do you think the speaker
should reply in these si tuat ions?

3. Have you ever been asked an inappropriate
quest ion? When and who by? How did you
respond? Have you ever asked an inappropriate
quest ion by accident? What happened?
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i- Mark the expressions below in the following way:

O if they are polite ways of asking personal questions
E R if they are ways of responding to personal questions

F.!  l . l  hope you don't  mind me asking, but . . .
Er  

2 . I 'd  ra ther  no t  answer  tha t  ( i f  you  don ' t  m ind) .
h  1 ' l

t -  J.  t  Know this is a bi t  nosey, but . . .

-  4 .  M ind  v ( ) r r r  own bus iness !
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-r 5. wliv do you ask?
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6. Can I  ask you a personal quest ion?

7. That's rrrther il personal question.

8 . I  know th is  i s  a  b i t  persona l ,  bu t  . . .

9.  I 'm afraid thert 's real ly none of your business.

Discussion
Look at the quest ions below. Decide who has the r ight to ask you these quest ions. l t  may be a part icular
person, for example, a doctor, a priest, a police officer, a partner/lover. lt might be anybody or it might
be nobody. Write anyone. a particular person or no one next to each question.

How old are you? Have you ever taken drugs?

How much do you weigh? Are you planning to start  a family?

How tall are you? Who did you vote for at the last election?

How much do you earn? Have you got a cr iminal record?

Have you got a boy/gir l f r iend? Are you gay?

Are you a virgin? How much was your CD-player?

Are you marr ied? \ fhat rel ig ion are you?

\rVere your parents marr ied? How do you feel about abort ion?

Work in pairs.  Ask your partner the quest ions. Use the expressions in the Language work to help you
ask and answer the quest ions.

Your best friend
Gould you say these things to your best f r iend?

Your breir th is terr ible.  I  think you've had enough to dr ink.

You smell nice. What is it? You look silly in that shirt.

You need a haircut.  I  think you should r ing and apologise.

Your boy/girlfriend's got nice legs. If you want to smoke, do it outside.

I wish you'd learn how to make coffee. Your fly is undone. (fly = 11611.er zrp)

Could you say the same things to your teacher or your boss?

Do you have a friend you can say anything to?

Are you a tactful person or are you more blunt and direct?

Do you think being direct is a good or a bad thing?

Taboos and /ssues Taboo conversation topics 4



It should be banned!

Discussion
Here is a l ist  of  some things which are banned in some countr ies, but are al lowed in others. In pairs or
smal l  groups, discuss whether they are banned in your country and then compare with others in your

class:
.  smoking inside publ ic bui ldings
o  s m o k i n g  m a r i j u a n a
o parentS smacking children

lf  some or al l  of  the things above are
Why / why not?

Reading
Read these articles and answer the questions

WOMAN ARRESTED ON RIO BEACH

A young woman was amested yesterday tbr using

only one part of her two-part bikini. Brazil ians are

famous fbr their love of the beach, and wear very
smal l  b ik in is  but  topless sunbath ing is  s t i l l  not

allowed. Police used to have a ' look the other way'
policy but local authorit ies have begun to enforce the

controversial law which forbids nudity. The woman

was unrepentant after her arrest: "This is Brazil - not

England. not the US. We believe in fieedom and we

bclieve in the right to show our bodies. This is

absolutely ricl iculous."

1.  ls  th is  law sensib le,  in  your  opin ion?
2. What is meant by a ' look the other way' policy?

3.  "We bel ieve in  the r ight  to  show our  bodies."
Do you agree with her?

BAR FINED FOR ALLOWING SMOKING

Popular bar O'Malley's was fined $1.000 on Friday

night fbr disobeying the new San Francisct'r city order
which prohibits smoking in any public building. The

owner plans to appeal against the fine before a

hearing this afiernoon. "l tell you. even if the fine

stays. there's no way I 'm going to make my loyal
customers go outside in the cold to smoke." he said
yesterday. His customers have of'fbred a lot of
support.
"Has the world gone mad'? This is a barl It 's a place

fbr vices." said one regular. "l can't drink without
smokingl"

1. What do you think about this law?
2. What do you think the bar owner should do?
3. What was one customer's justification for

smoking in the bar? Do you agree?

. topless sunbathing

. abort ion pi l ls

.  sel l ing alcohol on elect ion day

not banned in your country,  do you think they should be?

below each one with a partner:

I'OX HUNT SABOTEURS ARRESTED

Two men and a woman were anested by police after
pull ing a man off his hclrse, causing him to break his

arm. The incident happened as the three tried to stop

a fox-hunt going ahead in the Sussex countryside in

thc south of  England.

Several minutes of arguing had preceded the attack

when the small group anived with bells and whistles

to confuse the dogs and horses. "Hunting fbxes is

murder." screamed one of the group before being led

away by police.

1. Do you feel sympathetic towards the offenders

in this article? Why? Why not?

2. Do you have any animal sports in your country

which you th ink should be banned?

KU KLUX KLAN RALLY VIOLENCE

Four members of the Ku Klux Klan brotherhood
were beaten up at a public rally in which KKK

members were calling for "a cry fbr white freedom."

Tempers began to flare when the Klan members,

clressed in traditional white robes, began their march

through a predominant ly  b lack neighbourhood
shouting "White power!" Locals took to the streets

and showed their opposition. some using violence.

Four men were anested by the police.
"We are a peaceful organisation with the right to

speak our minds," said one Klansman. "It 's not our

fault these people are animals."

1. Do you sympathise with the offenders?

2. The man from the KKK said they had 'the right

to speak our  minds ' .  Do you agree?

3.  Should groups l ike the KKK be banned?

It should banned! Taboos and /ssues



Language
Use the correct form of these verbs to complete
the texts below:

stgn go on protest dgatnst I  belong to an organisat ion that (4)
against animals being used ro test cosmetics. We
(5) .  .  .  pol i t ic ians and consumer groups
and (6) .  .  the general  publ ic to (7) .
c o m p a n i e s t h a t  ( 8 )  . . . .  e x p e r i m e n t s o n
animals. Our aim eventually is for the
government to (9) . . . all forms of animal
exploitation in the cosmetics industry.

a. attempt

b. fight

c. interview

d. supports

e. demand

f. stop

g. obstruct

h. look for

urSe
ban

cdmpatgn

lctbby

boycott
carry out

Discussion
Have you ever been on a protest march? What for?
Have you ever signed a petition? What for?
Have you ever boycotted a company or its products? Which ones? Why?
Do you think any of these actions make a difference? Which one is the most effective?

Newspaper language
Certain words are found almost exclusively in newspapers, particularly in headlines. Match the
meanings on the r ight with the underl ined words in the headl ines below:

I  (1) .  .  .  .  .  a protest march
tomorrow with Greenpeace to (2)

. . . . the Japanese Government's
policy on whaling. \7e are trying ro ger 5,000
p e o p l e t o  ( 3 )  .  . . . a  p e t i r i o n , w h i c h w e
plan to hand in to the Japanese Embassy. This is
something I feel very strongly about.

I. POLICE OIJIZ ANIMAL RIGHTS GROUP

2. NUDISTS SEEK MORE SUPPORT

3. MINISTER BACKS CANNABIS PLANS

4. FASCIST PARTY IN POWER BID

.5. NEW CALLS TO HALT FUR TRADE

6. POLICE AND DEMONSTRATORS CLASH IN CAPITAL

7. BOXING BAN PLEA

8. GREENPEACE FOIL WHALERS

Discussion
In smal l  groups, decide whether any of the things below should be banned. Try to persuade the others
in your group. Then take a vote for each one.

bu l l f i gh t i ng

fox-h unt ing

cockf ight ing

f  i sh  i ng

wha le -hun t i ng

shoot ing

g u n  c l u b s

mi l i tary  serv ice

nuclear  test ing

ba l l room danc ing

genet ica l ly  modi f ied

h u m a n  c l o n i n g

a lcoho l

cigarettes

mar i j uana

prostitut ion

po rnography

box ing

soap operas

passports

(GM)  food

Iaboos and /ssues It should be banned!



Not my type

Discussion
L How important is i t  for you to have a partner who is physical ly attract ive?

2. Could you fal l  in love with someone who was physical ly unattract ive?
3. Have you ever been out with someone who had a disgust ing /  embarrassing habit?

Reading
Here are two letters to the 'problem page' of a magazine. As you read them, think about this question:

Hdt,e J,tttt euer nlet on),one with the same or similar'prrtblems'?

Discussion
Discuss the fol lowing with a partner:

1. Find words and expressions that tel l  you how bad Thomas's gir l f r iend's breath is.

2. Did anything in the two let ters make you laugh?

3. Which problem above did you think was worse?

4. What would you do in Thomas's or Emily 's si tuat ion?

6 Not my type

Dear Bettv.

l 've met this wonderful woman. She's
ta l l ,  beaut i fu l ,  in te l l igent ,  charming -

nearly everything a man could ever
want. There's only one problem. Every
time she tr ies to kiss me I feel l ike
being s ick!

At f irst I  thought i t  was a passing thing
- that maybe she just needed to brush
her teeth more. Now I realise that this
must be some kind of permanent
condi t ion.  What  do I  do now? |  can ' t
go on hold ing my breath (as l 'm doing
now) every t ime she leans over to kiss
me. l t 's gett ing to the point where I
don't even look in her direction when
she talks to me! This is not your
average morning-breath kind of smell -

th is  is  more l ike someth ins has d ied
ins ide her !

What  should I  do?

Thomas

Dear Betty,

I  have one of the most thoughtful ,  k ind,

considerate men on the planet but he

has  th is  rea l l y  d isgus t ing  hab i t  tha t  I

can' t  stand and I  can' t  decide how to

t e l l  h i m .

Bas ica l l y ,  the  prob lem is  he  p icks  h is
nose.  I  don ' t  m ind  so  much when we ' re

at home, alone, but when we're in
publ ic,  in a nice restaurant,  or worse/ at

my parents 'house when we/ re  hav ing
dinner,  I  just want to disappear.  He
s tar ts  d igg ing  in  and pu l l ing  th ings  ou t
and throwing them on the f loor,  or
even worse, putt ing them in his pocket!

And then afterwards when he wants to

hold my hand or touch my face I  avoid
his advances - and of course he gets

upset.

I  want to tel l  h im about i t  because I

don' t  think he real ises that he does i t ,

bu t  l 'm a f ra id  l ' l l  embar rass  h im and I

don ' t  want  to  lose  h im.  I  mean,  I  don ' t
want  to  sound l i ke  l 'm h is  mother .

P lease he lp .

E m i l y

Taboos and /ssues



Sex for sale

Discussion
1. Match the words

l .  a prost i tute

on the left with the definitions on the right:

2 .  a  p imp
3.  a  red- l ighr  d is r r i c r
4. a brothel
-5. a kerb-crawler
6. an escort

a. someone paid ro go out socially with other people
b. a house where men pay to have sex with prostitutes
c. a person who agrees to have sex in return for money
d. part of a town where there are many prostitures
e. a man who controls prostitutes and lives off their earnings
f. a man who drives slowly along a road looking for a se"ual liaison

ls prostitution a problem where you live? ls there a red-light district in your town?
Read the information in the box and discuss the quest ions in pairs or smal l  groups:

Read the two articles to see if these statements are correct:
1.The pol ice off icer would l ike to have srr icter laws on prost i tut ion.
2. The local counci l lor would l ike to relax the laws on prost i tut ion.

Should we legalise brothels?

" l t 's  r id icu lous to t ry  and e l iminate a pract ice
wh ich  has  been  go ing  on  s ince  the  beg inn ing  o f
c iv i l isat ion.  There a lways has been,  and arways
wi l l  be,  a demand for  prost i tu tes.  you can, t  s top r t
by making i t  i l legal .  The problems we have are
because prost i tu t ion is  not  regulated.  The women
involved are at  r isk of  both physical  and emot ional
abuse  f rom the  p imps  who  ,emp loy , t hem.  The i r
work ing condi t ions are of ten poor and there are
considerable heal th r isks.  Legal is ing i t  would g ive
women more contro l  over  thei r  l ives _ thei r
heal th,  thei r  safety and thei r  f inances.  From the
pol ice point  of  v iew,  i t  would a lso mean ress
obvious prost i tu t ion on the st reets and a reduct ion
in re lated cr ime such as drug deal ing.  The current
Iaws are contp lete ly  impract ica l .  l t ,s  t ime thev
were changed."
Helen Maddocks, senior police officer

At present, in Britain, a woman who
sells sex on her own in a single
property is not breaking the law.
However, it is il legal for a prostitute
to work, or to ask for work. in a
public place. If two or more women
sell sex in a single property, it is
technically a brothel, which is il legal.

o What is the law in your country?
. Do you think i t  is too str ict ,  too lenient or about

r:ight? \fhy?
o How would you feel if you found our rhar a close

friend or a member of your family was working as
a prostitute?

"This is  not  a pract ica l  issue at  a l l ,  i t 's  a morat  one
and l 'm dead against  any change in the law.  In fact ,
I  th ink the laws should be tougher.  I  agree we
should be concerned about  the heal th and safety of
the women, but  the p la in fact  is ,  sex for  money is
wrong.  Sex should not  be for  sa le.  The laws we
have are not  just  for  s tat ing what  is  a l lowed and not
a l lowed,  but  a lso to show us what  is  good and
what  is  bad.  Legal is ing prost i tu t ion creates the
impression that  i t  is  a good th ing.  l t 's  a s ign of  great
moral  weakness in  our  society.  Prost i tu t ion may De
the 'o ldest  profession ' ,  but  that  doesn' t  mean t r
should be encouraged to cont inue."
Janet  Boyce,  local  government  counci l lor

with.

Spend two minutes thinking about these quest ions, then discuss them with a partner:
l .Which argument is closer to your own opinion? Underl ine the statements you agree
2. Are you surprised at the police officer's attitude? why? / \7hy not?
3. Do you agree that prost i tut ion is a 's ign of great moral weakness in our society '?
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Language 1
Look at this extract from the text:

This is not a practical issue at all,
it 's a tnoral one.

Discuss with a partner. ls prostitution:

a pract ical  issue or a moral issue?
a compl icated issue or a straightforward issue?
ln  imoor t i - rn t  i ssue or  r  non- issue?

Which verb does not collocate with issue.'

avoid I
complicate I
address I
discuss I the issue
do
tackle
resolve

Which issues is your government addressing at
the moment? Which issues is i t  avoiding? Which
issues do you want your government to tackle?

Discussion
What would you say in reply to these people? Discuss with a partner.

"I believe that sex is one of the
most beautiful, natural,
wholesome things that

money can buy."
Steue Martin, actor

Language 2
Divide these expressions with /aw into three
groups:

1. What the government or the pol ice do.
2. What offenders or criminals do.
3. What good citizens do.

a. tighten the law

b. break the law

c. defy the law

d. obey the law

e. observe the law

f. relax the law

g. comply with the law

h. enforce the law

i. ignore the law
j.  abide by the law

k. change the law

l.  disobey the law

I can earn {,1000 a week as

d prostitute. 
'lbat's 

about

four times ds much as I

would get doing a different

iob. So why should I stop?

I don't belieue tbdt sleeping
with a prostitute is being
unfaithful to my uife. lt's
only sex - nothing else.
Marriage is abont loue.

Lots of girls are fctrced into
prostitttt ion. Often they are
illegal imnrigrants. They can't
go to the police because they
dre not in the atuntry legally.

Prostitution is a problem
caused by men. There aren't
any prostitutes for women.
It 's men who credte the
problem dnd men wbo mdke
tbe laws.

lf someone wants to accept
my money to haue sex with
me, what's thc prohlem?
It's their life and tbeir
body. It 's my money and
it 's none of your business!

It's the only way dirty old

men cdn get  scx,  Prost i lu l io t r

is for sad, sad 1teo1tle. Tbe

women are sdd and the men

dre euen sadder. I'd ban it!

Taboos and /ssues Sex for sa/e



Swearing

"When angry, count to a hundred; when very angry, swear."

Mark Twctin

Discussion
Work in pairs and compare your answers to the
fol lowing quest ions:

1. How oftcn do you swear?
2. What swear words do you use most often?
3. Are there i rny swear words you would never

use? Why?
4.In what si tuat ions would you try to avoid

swearing?
-5. Are you ever offended, upset or annoyed when

other people swear?

Reading
Read the articles below. Tick (/) the true sentences.

l .  Marth:r  Johnson was sacked from her job.

2. Mr Slater feels that he has to swear at work.

3. lohn Ashford was arrested for swearing.

4. He is going to jai l  for 90 days.

What would you say?
Would you swear in the fol lowing si tuat ions? What
would you say?

1. You take some milk out of the fridge, but
drop it on the floor.

2. You are carrying two pints of beer in a bar.
Someone bumps into you and you spill the beer
down your trousers.

3. You miss the bus to work by a few seconds.
4. Somebody dr ives into the back of your brand

new car.
5. Your ohone bi l l  is double the normal amount.

A BIG SPLASH

The bad language used by John
Ashford as he fe l l  out  of  h is

s a i l i n g  b o a t  i n t o  a  r i v e r  i n

M ich igan  has  l anded  h im  i n  b ig
t rouble.  He appeared in cour t
for breaking a 

'1OO-year-old 
state

law which forb ids swear ing in

f ront  of  women and chi ldren.
Fami l ies were p icnick ing nearby
when the accident  happened.

His defence team argued that
standards over the years have

changed  and  tha t  i t  i s  now
perfect ly  acceptable to swear in

extreme c i rcumstances,  such as
fa l l ing in to a r iver .

Mr Ashford, who faces up to 90

days  i n  j a i l  and  a  $100  f i ne ,  was

caught by two sheriff 's deputies.
They were f ish ing f rom the s ide

of  the r iver  when he fe l l  in .

PART OF HIS PERSONATITY

A sales executive has taken her
ex-boss to an industr ia l  cour t
c la iming that  h is  swear ing forced
her to qui t  her  job.  For  over  s ix
months Martha Johnson,  43,  put
up wi th the foul  language of  Jack
Slater ,  managing d i rector  of  a
t ransport  company,  and h is
deputy,  Darren Wiggins.  Both
men swear cont inual ly ,  the cour t
was to ld.

Yesterday Ms Johnson of
Worth ing,  Sussex,  who has
recent ly  taken up a new job,  sa id:
" l  had a real ly  wonderfu l  job wi th
the company but  I  just  had to do

something about  the awful
language. At least now I am in a
place where people show respect
for each other."

Mr Slater told the court that bad
language was par t  of  h is
personal i ty  and a lso common in
the t ransport  business.  " l  can ' t
s top swear ing,"  he said.  " l 'm the
fucking boss. My workers would
al l  th ink I  was fuck ing sof t  i f  I

stopped swearing."

Dur ing the hear ing the judge had
to warn Mr Slater several t imes
about  h is  language.  The case
continues tomorrow.

Discussion
Work in pairs or small groups. Discuss these questions about the texts above.

Do yolr think Martha Johnson was over-reacting? If so, what do you think she should have done?
Do you think Mr Ashford should be in court? I f  not,  what do you think should have happened?

8 Swearing Taboos and /ssues



Language
Look at the sentence below from the second text:

It is now perfectly dcceptdble to swear in
extreme ctr cumstances.

fn these sentences one of the words in italics is
wrong. Cross i t  out.

1.  Swearing in certain si tuat ions is completely
un a c c e p ta b I e / r u de / inap p r op r i at e.

2.1 foLrnd his language deeply upsetting/
off e n s iu e / o b s cene / s h o c kin g.

3. Using that k ind of language is perfect ly

acceptable/OK/good in some situations.
4. Some words that people use are actually uery

funny/rude/terrible.

Discussion
Discuss the statements below. Do you agree or not? Why?

l.  Swearing can lre creaf ive and expressive.

2. l t 's r-rseful  to be able to swear in Engl ish.

3. l t 's di f f icul t  to know how to use Engl ish swear words.

4. You can sound si l ly i f  you swear in Engl ish.

5. People who swear a lot  are just uneducated.

6. Chi ldren should be taught that swearing is wrong.

7. You can upset people by saying 'Jesus Christ'.

8.  People shouldn' t  use swear words in the street.

Language
The list below shows that swear words vary in
strength. Different people of different ages find
some words more offensive than others. Here is a
rough guide to some of the most common Engl ish
swear words and expressions:

Weaker Stronger

Damn! He's a real shi t .

Blast!  Shit !
Hel l !  Piss off !
Bloody hel l !  Bastard!
I t  was bloody awful !  Bi tch!

Crap! Bol locks!
I t  was real ly crap! He's a total  wanker!

Bul lshi t !  He's a stupid pr ick.

He's a real dickhead. He's an arsehole!

Taboo-strength: Fuck off!

Religious swear words can offend much more than
words connected with sex, body parts or bodily
functions. Using God, Jesus Christ or Christ
Almighty will greatly offend some people.

Taboos and /ssues

Now make true sentences using some of the
expressions from examples 1 - 4.

1. Most people I  know f ind swearing .  .  .  .

2.My mother I father thinks swearing is . . . .

3. There are one or two words which I find . . . .

4.  Swearing at someone in a publ ic place is .  .  .  .

5. I  think i t  is .  .  .  .  to swear when you are real ly

annoyed about something.

6.I f  the Prime Minister swore on TV, I  would

f i n d i t . . . .

Work in pairs and compare your answers.

"Er . .  .  mind if  we swear?"

Discussion
Which of the words and expressions opposite
have you used or would you use?

Are you offended when people use religious words
as swear words?

Do you know of anybody who has got into trouble
by swearing?

Most English swear words are connected with sex
or the body. ls this the same in your language?

Avoiding swear words
Native speakers often avoid swearing by using
other simi lar-sounding words. What do you think
the fol lowing examples avoid?

1. He told me to F off !
2. I t 's f l ipping cold, isn' t  i t?
3. Not bleeding l ikely!
4. Oh, sugar!
5. P off !
6.  He's a real B!

Swearing



Torture

Discussion
Work in pairs.  What do you think the answers are to these quest ions?

ln 1996 there were 171 countr ies in the world:

1. ln how many countr ies did people in pr ison or pol ice custody suffer torture or i l l - t reatment?
a . 2 1  b . 6 7  c .  1 2 4 ?

2. In how many countries did people die as a result of torture or inhuman prison conditions?
a .  1 6  b . 4 6  c . 8 2 ?

Find out the answers from your teacher and then discuss these quest ions:

1.Do the f igures surpr ise or shock you or are they what you would expect?
2. Do you think the figures would be better or worse for this year? Or about the same?
3.ln which countr ies would you expect to f ind torture happening?
4. Whrrt rrbout your own country?

Reading
Read the articles through quickly and answer the questions below:

Which countries are mentioned in connection with torture?
Do any of the art ic les surpr ise you?'Which? Why?

CASSIDY ATTACKS PINOCHET
In Chile in 1915, Dr Sheila Cassidy
was beaten, stripped and given

electric shocks all over her body,
forcing her to give the name of a
priest who had asked her for help.
She was later released as a result of
protests from Britain. Yesterday she

spoke out following the arrest of

General Pinochet, the 84-year-old
ex-dictator of Chile. "I think
imprisonment for the rest of his life
would be appropriate. I know he is
an old man and he is fragile, but so
were the pregnant women who were
raped and tortured," she said.

US POLICE UNDER FIRE
A recent Human Rights Watch
report, examining policing in 14 of
America's biggest cities, contains
some shocking statistics. Following
11 ,000 civil r ights complaints
against the police last year, only 29
police officers were punished. Crime
in New York has halved since 1993,
but complaints about police abuse
arc upby 50Vo.
In one case, a suspect was choked to
death when arrested by a police
officer in 1994. The officer was
cleared of manslaughter, but the case
exposed the police to widespread
criticism.

FRANCE GUILTY OF
TORTURE
France became the first European

country convicted of torture when

the European Court of Human

Rights found it guilty of torturing a

suspected drug dealer during

questioning. The man was beaten in

an effort to obtain more information

about his suppliers. The court

described his treatment at the hands

of five police officers as being 'of

a particularly cruel and serious

nature' making it 'torture' under the

European Convention on Human

Rights.

Read the art ic les again and answer these quest ions:

1. Why was Shei la Cassidy tortured?
2. What was 'shocking' about the Human Rights \Watch report?
3. What information did the French oolice want?

Discussion
Discuss these quest ions in smal l  groups:

1. Do you think that the conduct of the US police might sometimes actually be 'torture'?

2. How would you def ine ' torture'?

3. Do you feel that any of the cases of torture mentioned above might in any way be justified?

4. Do yon think the pol ice in your country torture suspects and known cr iminals?

Tofture Taboos and /ssues



Language 1
Put the words in italics
preposit ional phrases.

1. She was later released

nr ( ) tcs ts  f rom Br i ta in .

in the r ight order to make

(of as result a)

2 . I  th ink  impr isonment  .  .  .
his life would be appropriate. (of rest the for)

3. A suspect was choked to death
. a police officer.

(with interuiew in an)

4. The man was beaten
obtain more information about his suppl iers.
(to an effort in)

.5. His treatment . . five

police officers was 'of a particularly cruel and

serious nature'. (of the hands at)

6 . . . .  . . f i r m e v i d e n c e ,
he was released from prison . (of the in absence)

7.The government had no choice but to arrest
h i m .  .  .  .  .  w h a t h e w a s w r i t i n g  a b o u t

them in the foreign press, but they lived to

regret their actions. (of in uiew)

' ll' ::'r'r:"1 ::::il:' ;:i i:;;!;:"0;l'i"o

1. The police arrest someone for a bank robbery.

They are absolutely certain they have the

person responsible, and he already has a

criminal record, but at the moment they have

no evidence. They need a confession. They

only have four hours to get one before he must

be released.

2. A chi ld has been kidnapped. The kidnappers

are threatening to kill the child if their

demands are not met.  The pol ice catch one of

the kidnappers who knows where the child is

being held. She refuses to tell the police.

Language 2
Complete the article below using the phrases

from the previous exercise.

LIFE FOR THE TORTURE TWO

The trial of Justin Mathers and Gary Barstow,

both accused of murder and torture, finished

today at Br igham Crown Court.  (1 )  .  .  .

the six-week trial, the iury had heard evidence of

some of the most horrible crimes ever described

in a courtroom. They had also seen photographs

of injuries suffered (2) . . . these two men.

Both men were found guilty. The judge passed

s e n t e n c e  i m m e d i a t e l y ,  s a y i n g :  " ( 3 )  . . . . . . .  t h e

horror of your cr imes, I  have no hesitat ion in

sending you to pr ison (4) .  .  .  your l ives.

(5) .  .  .  .  your act ions, f ive people were

permanently injured and seven were killed. Two

men and three women lost their partnersl a dozen

children lost their parents.

After your arrest, (6) . . . the police' you

said that you had enjoyed committing these awful

crimes. Therefore, (7) . . . give you a

punishment that matches the awfulness of what

you have done, and, (8) .  .  .  any remorse

from you, I sentence you to life imprisonment."

3. The police catch a member of a terrorist

organisation. He knows the names of other

members of the organisation. He also has

information about where they have stores of

arms and explosives. This information wi l l  save

l ives.

4. Your country is at war. You capture a high-

ranking enemy soldier who has considerable

knowledge of the enemy plans. This

information would certainly save the lives of

many of your soldiers and possibly shorten the

war.

"No-one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment."

Article 5. United Nations. 1984.

Discussion
Work in small groups. Look at the situations below. Discuss how much force, if any, it is acceptable for

the police or army to use in each situation in order to get what they want.

Would your response to situation 2 be the same if the child was yours or a friend's?

Taboos and /ssues



Sexual harassment

Discussion
Discuss these quest ions in pairs or smal l  groups:

l .  Do you think work is a good place ro f ind a parrncr? Why /  why not?
2. ln a work sett ing, what body parts of a col league would i t  be oK ro touch in your country?

arnl
shoulder
ha i r
bottom

3. \X/hat would happen i f  you did touch the parts of the body that you did not t ick?

Reading
Make sure you know what these words and expressions mean before you read the article:

Tick al l  the OK parrs:

hand
frrce
back
stomach

fl irt
sue

suggestiue photos
dressed seductiuely

sexy cdlendars

chat up

woman complains about her boss,
and then she's fired," said one
lawyer specialising in workplace
harassment. Then she sues, and
money, if awarded, is usually l i tt le
or sometimes nothing at all.
"Judges will say it's because the
woman is dressed too seductivelv."
he added.
"Here we don't care about sexual
harassment." declared another
lawyer who, despite his bravado,
asked that his name not be
published. "Being macho is seen as
a good thing in the office. Chatting
up beautiful women is natural."

FRENCH FLIRT AT WORK 
moment she joined the company 13
years ago. "It was being done just

The engineering workshops at a to provoke women," said Janin, 37.
well-known engine-maker based in o'When I said we didn't like it, they
Paris seem as clean and innocent as laughed at me." The company
a church these days. The nude finally changed their policy when
photographs and sexy calendars they agreed that the pictures could
that used to be on some of the walls be a form of sexual harassment.
have been taken down or thrown Sexual harassment at work is a
away. relatively new issue in France.
For that, the men in the department French law now allows women to
mostly have one of their female sue for sexual harassment, but it is
colleagues to thank. Brigitte Janin, limited to harassment by a superior
an aerodynamics engineer, said she of a subordinate. Typically, many
started arguing against the cases do not make it to court.
suggestive photographs from the "It usually goes this way: the

Read the text again and correct the statements below:

l .  Serui t l  harassment only appl ies in cases of advances from a subordinate to a superior.
2. Usuirlly er woman is fired after she goes to court.
3.  Manv judges blame a woman's behaviour.

Discussion
How far do you agree with Brigitte Janin about the photos? \X/hy?
Do you think that a woman who dresses seduct ively should be prepared for unwanted sexual
advrrnces? Give an example of 'seduct ive dress' .
Can nren be serr.ral ly harassed by women?
Have .vor-r ever bcen in a difficult situation of this kind at work or college?

10 Sexual harassment Taboos and /ssues
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Language
Complete these sentences with the correct preposition:

o t
up

obout
oJ

tn

with
.lor
betw'een

|  .  Thcre i rre larvyers who special ise .  .  .  .  .  sexual harassment cases.

2. Trying to sue sexual harassment is a waste .  .  .  .  .  t ime.

3 . I f  you  conrp la in ,  you  jus t  ge t  laughed

4. If yoLr flirt . . . . . the men in the office, you're asking for trouble.

-5.My boss thinks hc can chat .  .  .  .  .  a l l  the women in the off ice.

6. ( iomplaining .  .  .  .  .  the sexual advances of your boss takes a lot  of  courage.

T . Y o r . r c a n p a y c o m p l i m e n t s t o a f e m a l e c o l l e a g u e b u t t h e r e i s a f i n e l i n e . . . . . b e i n g f r i e n d l y a n d

being overfarnili irr.

Discussion
Work in pairs or smal l  groups. Decide i f  the scenarios
below describe a si tuat ion of sexual harassment.  Should
anything be done about each si tuat ion? l f  so, what?

1. Br ian l ,ake often comes in to work with

compliments. "\il7ow, I love your hair," he

often says to the women in the office, or
"Nice skir t ."  Some women have not iced that

he sometimes stares at their breasts when he

talks to them.

?. Susan Bel l ford gives the guys massages in the

off ice during breaks. "She's got good hands,"

they often say. A couple of the married men

don't seem totally comfortable with it and

one gay man doesn't  seem to l ike i t  at  al l ,

blrt accepts it s0 as not to 'make any waves.'

3.Ji l rnes.|ohnson rouches bottoms - men's and 
5'Jennifer Stewart has a sexy body a'd is

women's. where most people would '';il t-Trt',:t;t"tffi:::X\nTJilffi::
smilc '  wink or give a pat on the back, James . .why should I  be ashamed of what God's
gives a pat on the bottom. " I t 's my way.of 

.  given me?,,she argues. . . I  don,t  think i t
being friendly," he says' what's interesting is 

ir"k", anyone feeL uncomfortable. I haven'r
that the men :lnd women in the office seem 

n.nra a single complaint from any of the
to respect that.  "James is James," says one

worran. "He's just a playful  guy. He i ; ; ' ,  
men in the off ice!"

mean rrnyrhing by i t . "  6.  Bi l l  Swanson cal ls al l  the men in the off ice

4. Ken patrick tells dirty jokes in the ofrice. ,ffj:;,::#t I,X:;.T'calls 
all the women

"The people in the off ice love i t ,"  he says

with a smile. Not everybody, it seems. Some 7. Shelly Layman is very tactile. She always

of the women have been seen leaving the puts her hand on the arm of the person she's

office as soon as he starts saying, "Hey, have talking to and always makes a point of

you heard the one about the . . ."  making direct eye contact.

Are you a tactile person? Do you touch people a lot? Has anyone ever objected to you touching them?
How can you tell when someone does not want to be touched?

FruE TH€9E,
MAKtENb

Taboos and /ssues Sexual harassment 1 0
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Bribery and corruption

Language
Match the words on the left to the definitions on the right:

4
1
I
4
q
{a

1 .  a  g i f t
2.  a reward

3.  a  t ip
4 .  a  b r ibe
5.  a  perk

6. hospital i tv
7. a favour
8. inf luence

a. friendly and generous treatment and entertainment of guests

b. a benefit received as part of the arrangements with your employer

c. something given willingly without payment

d. a helpful act
e. the ability to obtain favourable treatment from someone

f. something given or received for doing something good

g. a small sum of money given to someone for their services

h. something given or offered in return for some, often dishonest, help

Now work in pairs. Match the 8 words above to one of the following situations. lf you think more than
one answer is possible, discuss the differences.

1. Your boss is retiring. The employees give her some beautiful gold earrings at her leaving party.

2. You visit a foreign company to discuss a new contract. They pay for a S-star hotel and your expenses.

3. You want to build an extension to your house, but you need permission from the local council. You

give money to one of the local councillors to make sure you get permission.
4. Your sales manager increases your business by 200% in a year. You give him a new BM\X/.

5. After paying the salon, you give a little extra money to the hairdresser who cut your hair.

6. You get a free lunch in the staff canteen every day.
7. You use your friendship with a member of the government to make sure that you get a particular

government contract.
8. You won't be home in time to pick up your suit from the dry cleaner's. You ask a friend to get it.

Reading
Read the art ic les below and answer this quest ion:

All three articles involve briberv. Do thev also involve corruption?

MATCH-FIXING IS NORMAL
According to a former club manager,
bribery in Russia's top football
leagues is so shameless and obvious
that referees are known to ask for
more money in the middle of games.
The manager of a St Petersburg club
during the nineties said: "I've never
met a referee who didn't take money.
It's useless to play if you have no
money."
Apparently, there are three ways to
success. You can bribe the other
team, you can bribe the referee, or
you can bribe the teams that play
your rivals. If you can afford to do all
three, the championship wil l be
yours.

BRIBED BUS DRIVER SACKED
A bus driver from Bournemouth has
been sacked for taking his bus on an
unauthorised route. Brian Jeffries
altered the route of the number 22
service after a passenger offered him
f2O to drop him off outside his
house" which involved a two-minute
diversion. No bus stops were missed,
but one passenger was obviously
displeased and reported the incident
anonymously to the bus company.
Mr Jeffries said, "I can't believe they
sacked me. I was just doing someone
a favour. Nobody was delayed or
inconvenienced. Whoever it was
who reported me needs to get a life."

.SACKS OF CASH'
The political bribery trial of the
former Indian Prime Minister, PV
Narasimha Rao, started today with
evidence from an MP that he
received four  mi l l ion rupees
(f70,000) in two sacks as payment
for supporting Mr Rao in a vote in
Parliament. He did not accuse Mr
Rao directly, but named other
ministers in Mr Rao's government
who had organised the deal.

11 Bribery and corruption Taboos and /ssues



Discussion Language
Read the articles again and decide which answer Use the 8 nouns from the first exercise in these
is best: sentences:

1. ln the Russian footbal l  league you can br ibe: 1.Her cat 's disappeared. She's offer ing a .
a. referees. to the person who finds it.
b. referees and other tedms.

2 The man reported the bus driver because
a. he missed his stop.
b. he just thought it shouldn't happen.

3. The Indian MP received the money from
a. colleagues of Mr Rao.

2. Could you do me a .  ? I 'd l ike some help

moving this piano.
3 .He used h is .  .  .  .  .  .  to  make sure  tha t  h is

daughter  go t  in to  un ivers i ty .
4. The pay is poor but they offer good .

- a company car and free health care.
b. Mr Rao himself. 5. The food was nothing special and the service

Answer these questions in groups: was awful, so I didn't leave a

1.Do you think a cr ime has been committed in 6.I  have a feel ing they want us to enjoy their

any of the three articles? . and then give them the contract.

2.Can you imagine any of these things happening T.Three more pol i t ic ians have been accused of

in your country? taking . from businessmen in return for

3.I f  you were a passenger on the bus, would you pol i t ical  inf luence.
have reported the driver or laughed and done 8.I hope you will accept this . . . . . . from all of

nothing? us for your excellent service over the years.

Discussion
Work in groups. What would you do in these situations? Choose a response or suggest an alternative.

1.A police officer stops you for speeding. She asks to see your driving licence. Would you ...

a. just giue her your driuing licence?

b. put some money in your driuing licence and giue it to her?

2. At the end of your driving test the examiner tells you that you have failed. Would you ...

a. just feel disappointed and get out of the car?

b. get out your wallet and ask how much it would cost to pdss?

3. Your company is trying to win an important and lucrative government contract. The minister in

charge tells you that the contract is almost certainly yours and that he and his wife love spending

their holidays in the Pacific. Would you ...

d. do nothing and wait for a decision on who gets the contract?

b. orgdnise a free two-week holiday in Fiii for the minister and his wife?

4. Your daughter wants to go to university but she did not pass the entrance exam. Would you ...

a. ask the admissions officer how much it would cost to get her in?

b. tell your daughter to re-take the exam and stop going out euery night?

5. You are a witness in a serious criminal case. A friend of the defendant offers you a large sum of

money to change your evidence. Would you ...

a. refuse to cooperdte and then tell the police what had happened?

h. take the money and do tuhat he asked?

6. You arrive at your favourite restaurant to find it is fully booked. Would you ...

a. giue the head waiter LL0 and ask him to find you d table?

b. just go somewhere else?

7. A colleague at work who you are not attracted to offers to take you to your favourite opera

(or similar) after dinner at an expensive restaurant - all expenses paid. Would you ...

a. feel tempted but sdy no?
b. pretend suddenly to like the person and say yes?

Do you know anyone who has been involved in a bribery situation like one of these?

Spend two minutes deciding how you can bribe your teacher to make your life easier!

Taboos and /ssues Bribery and corruption 11



Designer babies

Discussion
lmagine that before you were born your parents had 'designed' you. lf you had been them, what would
you have changed? Think about these quest ions:

Which one aspect of your appearance would you change?
Which one aspect of your character/personal i ty would you

How do you think your life might have been different?
Are you pleased yolrr parents did not design you or do you

Compare your answers in pairs or smal l  groups.

Reading
Read through the art ic le and answer this quest ion:

Why do the Jones want a baby girl?

change?

wish they had?

reasons for want ing a gir l  go beyond just

want ing  to  rep lace  her .  Our  fami ly  doesn ' t

feel  complete any more. I  adore our sons but

w e  w o u l d  l i k e  a n o t h e r  g i r l . "

Cender  se lec t ion  is  on ly  poss ib le  in  Br i ta in

fo r  med ica l  ra ther  than soc ia l ,  psycho log ica l

o r  phys ica l  reasons .  Pro- l i fe  campaigners  say

that i f  the Jones are al lowed to choose the sex

o f  t h e i r  b a b y ,  i t  c o u l d  l e a d  t o  b a b i e s

becoming consumer  i tems.  A  spokesman

sa id :  "We are  to ta l l y  opposed to  eng ineer ing

t h e  n u m b e r s  a n d  g , e n d e r s  o f  p e o p l e  i n

society.  That leads only to disaster."

T h e  J o n e s '  l a w y e r s  w i l l  b e  b a s i n g  t h e i r

a rguments  on  new human r igh ts  leg is la t ion .

A r t i c l e  s i x  g u a r a n t e e s  e v e r y o n e  a ' f a i r

hear ing '  f rom pub l ic  au thor i t ies  and Ar t i c le

e igh t  p ro tec ts  the  r igh t  o f  everyone to
'resDect for familv l i fe ' .

NEW LAWS MAY ALLOW
CHOICE OF BABY'S SEX
l im and Debb ie  lones  (no t  the i r  rea l  names) ,

w h o s e  d a u g h t e r  w a s  k i l l e d  i n  a  t r a g i c

domestic accident last year,  plan to use the

new Br i t i sh  human r igh ts  laws to  w in  the
legal r ight to choose the sex of their  baby.

The Jones, who have four sons, say that the
' female  d imens ion '  has  d isappeared f rom

the i r  fami ly  s ince  the  death  o f  Jasmine.
"Words  cannot  descr ibe  what  i t  fee ls  l i ke  to

lose the l i t t le gir l  we had wanted for so long.

We know another  g i r l  won ' t  rep lace  Jasmine,
but we want the chance lo Iry,"  said Jim

Jones. 
"What we're hoping to do with the use

of  techno logy  is  c rea te  the  female  d imens ion
again. We have psychologists '  reports and

d o c t o r s ' r e o o r t s  w h i c h  c o n f i r m  t h a t  o u r

Read the article again. Mark the following sentences true (T) or false (F):

1.The.|ones feel  they need a baby gir l  to make their  family complete again.

2. At the moment in Bri tain i t  is not possible to choose the sex of your baby.

3. New laws on human r ights may al low the Jones to choose the sex of their  baby.

Discussion
Discuss this quest ion in pairs or smal l  groups:

Do .von think the Jones should be al lowed to choose to have a baby gir l? Why? \Why not?

12 Designer babies Taboos and /ssues
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Language
Look at these sentences from the article. Notice the expressions with rghf;

Jim and Debbie Jones plan to win the legal right to choose the sex of their baby.
Article eig,ht protects the right of everyone to'respect for family life'.

Cross out the word in italics which does not collocate with right:

1.You can hdue, win, protect, demand, build, defend, challenge the right to choose'

2.It's a(n) legal, moral, straight, automatic, basic nght.

Look at the sentences below. Mark them in the following way:

tl if you agree
X if you disagree
? it you partly agree and partly disagree

1. An unborn chi ld has r ights.  Those r ights must be protected.

2. \X/e don'r have the right to interfere with a child's future personality and appearance.

3. Deciding the ser of your child will be a basic right in fifty years' time.

4. \7e should have the automatic right to choose particular genes for our own babies.

Compare your answers in pairs or smal l  groups.

Discussion
Work in pairs or smal l  groups. ln each of the fol lowing si tuat ions someone is explaining what genet ic

select ion they want to make and why. Decide whether you think they should be al lowed to do what they
want.

1. There is a history of red hair  in my family.
I  have red hair  and I  was badly teased at
school.  I  would l ike to make sure my chi ld
does not have red hair.

2.My four-year-old daughter,  my only chi ld,  has 6.I  feel  there is too much violence and aggression

a fatal blood disease. She will die before she in the world. I would like to make sure my

is 12 unless we can f ind a match for a bone chi ld is a calm and gent le person.

[xTi:.,.;il]'li[JJ;:il; ;::H:'""Hl". ' f,:lf1l'*j:*:;i::'J,fl:'j:"1,:: Tii:'.
3.ln my family there is a history of a fatal disease eyes and be about medium height when she

that affects the nervous system. I want to make grows up.
sure that my baby is not likely to get this
disease.

4.I 'm a universi ty professor and my husband is a
doctor. We'd like to make sure our babv is
intelligent.

5. The male members of my family often suffer
from a rare and unpleasant bone disease.
I would therefore like to make sure I have a
baby gir l .

8.I suffer from a genetic disease which I inherited
from my mother. My children have
a one in five chance of having the same gene.
Before I start a family, I want to have treatment
to make sure I  do not pass on this gene.

"We wi l l  st i l l  have sex for pleasure, of  course, but we wi l l
view our children as too damn important to leave it to

a random meeting of sperm and egg."

Greg Stock, UCLA professor of procreation

Are you fascinated or horrified by this topic?

Taboos and /ssues Designer babies 12
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Children who ki l l

Discussion
1.In your country,  at  what age is someone considered an adult?
2. Until that age, do children who commit crimes get special treatment, or do they get the same

penalt ies adults get?
3.At what age does a chi ld know r ight f rom wrong? 5 years old, 10 years old? 15 years old?

Reading
Read the art ic le.  Then answer this quest ion: What is the latest ' t rend'  in American cr iminal just ice?

THIRTEEN.YEAR.OLD GETS LIFE

Thirteen-year-old Peter Barton (not his real
name) was playing with a little girl of 6.
Claiming that he was pretending to be a
professional wrestler, Peter punched,

kicked and stamped his 6-year-old
playmate to death. Her liver was severely
damaged. Her skull was fractured. Medical
experts compared the injuries to a fall from

the top of a house. Peter was tried in court
as an adult and sentenced to life in prison
with the possibility of parole when he is 38.
Peter is one of many children in the latest
trend in criminal justice: if you are old
enough to kill, you are old enough to face
adult penalties. That is what the Supreme
Courts of California, Florida and Texas are
saying - and the trend is spreading fast

across the United States.
"What we're dealing with is a new kind of

childhood criminal. They're starting
younger and they know what they're doing.

They won't think twice about killing," said
Florida State District Attorney Adam

Emmitt. The State of Florida alone
registered 312 homicides committed so far

this year by minors. Most of those

homicides were gun-related.

The trend has children's rights activists in a

rage. Lisa Weston, a member of one group

which is trying to prevent children being

tried as adults said, "No one understands
why Peter did what he did - not even

Peter." Peter Barton beeins his life sentence

on Monday.

True or false?
Read the article again and mark these sentences true (T) or false (F):

1. Peter wi l l  be released when he is 38 years old.
2. Not al l  states have such harsh laws.
3. Adam lrmrnitt thinks the problem is worse now than it was before.
4. Lisa Weston thinks children should be treated differentlv from adults.

Discussion
l .Peter claimed he was pretending to be a professional wrest ler.  Could he be tel l ing the truth?
2. ls i t  real ly possible that a 13-year-old boy could mal ic iously and intent ional ly ki l l  a young gir l?

3. Are children the same as they have always been or are they really different these days?
4. Has anything l ike this happened in your country?
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Language
Ghoose the correct ending for each sentence:

a. at is a steady increase in the number of child crimes.

b. with is a new kind of childhood criminal.

c. here is a trend that shows no sign of slowing.

d. about is the future of our country.

e. is that children must start to take full responsibi l i ty for their  act ions.

in each group. Check any wordsWork with a partner. Circle the vocabulary item that does not belong
you don't  know in your dict ionary.

6. law1,er, evidence, defendant, judge

7. murder,  f ine, assault ,  manslaughter

8. adult ,  minor,  infant,  adolescent

9. witness, cr i rninal ,  suspect,  of fender
10. parole, release, sentence) pardon

Discussion
Discuss the fol lowing si tuat ions in smal l  groups. Decide what should happen to the people in each
situat ion. Should they go to pr ison - an adult  pr ison or a young offender 's inst i tut ion? How long for?
Or should something else happen?

1. What we're deal ing
2. 'What  we ' re  ta lk ing

3. What we're looking

4. What we're saying

5.  What  we ' re  see ing

1. Sean, 9, br ings a gun to school.  He shows i t  to
his friends and says, "Nobody messes with me
or  I  use  th is ! "

2. Two teenagers, aged 15 and 16, come to school
with two semi-automatic guns and begin
shoot ing people at random. They shoot 5 of
their  c lassmates dead and cr i t ical ly wound
another 12. The 16-year-old commits suicide
before he is captured, the younger boy is
caught and arrested.

3. l7-year-old Bobby fatal ly stabs a shop owner
in the town centre in an attempted robbery.
The shop owner tried to phone the police
during the robbery and Bobby panicked.

Discuss your conclusions with another group.

4. A l4-year-old boy shoots another 14-year-old
member of a r ival  gang. " I  had to do i t  so that
they would let  me be in their  g2f lg,"  he says.
The vict im did not die.

5. A 16-year-old shoots his father dead after the
father has a violent confrontation with the
boy's mother. "He got what he deserved," says
the boy. "My mother has put up with enough
abuse already."

6. A 6-year-old boy gets so angry with his
younger brother that he sits on him until he
stops breathing, shouting "I hate you, I hate
you." The brother dies. The 6-year-old told his
parents he had had enough of his brother.

Discuss the fol lowing as a class:

1.\X/hen a chi ld ki l ls,  who do you think is most responsible? The parents? Society? The chi ld?

2. Are there any obvious ways to prevent such horrors? \What are they?

3. If you feel your country's situation is very different from or better than the one in the US, can

1'ou explain why?

4. \flhat is the worst story of child killers you remember reading about in the newspapers? 
'What

makes i t  the worst?
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Gays and jobs

Discussion
Discuss these questions with a partner:

1. Are there any wel l -known gay people in your country

politics TV

the cbttrch sPort

2. Arc there more gay people in some professions than in

tha t  i s?

in the following areas:

the military
the law

others? Which ones? Why do You think

Reading
Read the articles below and answer these questions:

1. Which art ic le is about someone start ing a job? What 's the problem?

2. Which one is about someone leaving a job? Why is the person leaving?

SECOND OFFICER RESIGNS
Another senior naval officer resigned last night as a

resul t  o f  the Government 's  decis ion to a l low

homosexuals to join the armed fbrces.

Commander James MacDonald,43. who fought in the

war in Bosnitr. said of the Government's decision:
"There are many good military reasons why

homosexuals should not be allowed into the armed

fbrces. The Government. however, has chosen to

make a decision for polit ical and legal reasons."

Commander MacDonald's resignation came a day

after Brigtrdier Howard Jones,47, asked to retire early

fbr similar reasons. Brigadier Jones said: "l have no

personal problem with homosexuals, but I do believe

strongly from both a moral and a military point of

view that there is no place for them in the army. The

Government has reached its decision fbr no good

military reason."

ANGER OVER LESBIAN MAYOR
Janis Hewitt wil l be ready fbr some strong opposition

when she becomes mayor of the small Welsh town of

Llanforcl next week. She announced yesterday that her

lesbian partner wil l be mayoress.

Ms Hewitt points out that she has never made any

secret of her relationship and she sees no reason to

start doing so now. "We have been together for 20

years," she said, "and we have never hidden the fact.

It really shouldn't be a problem. There are more

important issues, ltke getting a better l i fe for people."

Gareth James, chairman of the local Conservatives,

disagrees strongly. "This has come as quite a shock."

he said angrily. "It degrades the position of mayor. It

is not the sort of thing we associate with this town.

Things l ike this don't happen here."

True or false?
Read the articles again and decide if the following sentences are true (T) or false (F):

1. Both officers feel there are military reasons why gays should not be allowed in the armed forces.

2. Br igadier Jones has a personal dis l ike of homosexuals.

3.Janis Hewit t 's lesbian relat ionship has been a secret for 20 years.

4. Garcth James is unhappy with the idea of Janis Hewit t 's partner being the mayoress.

Discussion
Discuss these quest ions in smal l  groups:

1.Do you think i t  is OK ro have gay people in the armed forces? Vhy?'$7hy not? What 's the si tuat ion

in your own country?
2. Should Janis Hewit t  be al lowed to choose her lesbian partner as mayoress? Would i t  be a problen-r

in any way? Could this happen in your country?
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Language
1. Look through the art ic les again and underl ine al l the expressions with the word'reason'.

2.  One of the fol lowing patterns is wrong. Which one?

a. I  see no reason to worry about i t .
b. I scc no reason not to employ her.
c.  I  scc no reason why he shouldn' t  work here.
d.I  see no reason of changing my mind.
c. I see no reilson for getting upset about it.

3.  Put these expressions into the sentences below:

the rettl rcdson some redson onc good rcdson no reason

l . l  c r rn ' t  th ink  o f  .  .why  we shou ldn ' t  g ive  h im the  job .  He 's  the  idea l  cand ida te .
2. Nobody knows .  .  why he decided to resign, but there are lots of rumours around.
3. Yor-r can't sirck someone for . . . If you do, you'll be breaking thc law.
4. For .  .  he thinks gays can' t  do the job properly,  but he can' t  explain why.

4. Delete the word or phrase which does not f i t  th is sentence:

Sl-re had tcr lcave her job for personal, financial, medical, powerful, a number of reasons.

Discussion
Discuss these quest ions in pairs:

l .  Do you think that there are any jobs which
homosexuals should not be al lowed to do?
Consicler thcsc:

teacher

ltriest
lturse
TV prasenter

2. Do you t l i ink people should have to declare
thcir  sexual i ty when applying for any of those

iobs? I f  so, which ones?

3. Think of three reasons why an employer
might not cmploy someone who is gay. Are
any of these good reasons?

4. Would you employ a gay person? Why? \7hy
not?

5. Can you think of any jobs which a gay person
would be better at  than someone who was
straight (heterosexual)  ?

6. Have you ever worked with someone who
was gay? 

'Was 
their sexual orientation a

oroble rn?

child minder
politician
doctor
police officer
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Animal rights

Discussion
Work in pairs.  List  al l  the di f ferent things that humans do with animals. For example:
I. We eat them.
1,.

.3.
A
T .

-5.
o .

7.
8 .
Do you object to any of these uses?

Reading
Read quickly through the texts below. Decide where you might find each one.
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FARM CLOSES
Protesters have finally fbrced
Shamrock Monkey Farm near
Henfield. West Sussex to close.
Monkeys from the fhrm, set up
in the 1950's.  were used in the
development  of  the pol io
vaccine and unti l recently were
sti l l  being used for research into
other diseases. Animal rights
leader Justin Hodge said: "It 's

about t ime the farm closed. We
strongly object to places l ike
this and completely disapprove
of  what  they 've been doing
here."

WARNING

Tigers are
dangerous.

Do not cl imb
over the rai l .
Do not feed.

Remove all packaging
from the meat. Place
on a baking tray in the
centre of a pre-heated
oven at 200eC or Gas
Mark 6 for 35 minutes
or unti l golden brown.
Serve immediately.

For Sale
Six black and white

Springer Spaniel  puppies
4 male, 2 female, f300 each

Must go to good homes
Caf l 01235-783 936 - Mrs Rogers

The World-Famous Rafferty's Circus
Rafferty 's Circus wi l l  be at Prospect Park

Tues Ju ly  17 th  -  Sat  Ju ly  21sr
T icke ts  on  sa le  now *  f7 .5O and f  10

Clowns, Performing Dogs, Terry the Tiger Tamer
Jumbo the  Amaz ing  Count ing  E lephant

The Famous Horses  o f  H indus tan  and much much more .

SEA TURTLES
The sea turtle is a valuable catch for poachers and illegal traders.
A lmost  a l l  o f  i t  can  be  so ld  rnd  used.  The mear  i s  a  much sought -a f te r
delicacy, the shell is made into jewellery and the body oil is used to
make cosmetics. In Mexico alone, thousands are ki l led each year and
exported to Japan. Three species of sea turtle are now close to
extinction.

ln your opinion, which texts refer to the mistreatment of animals? Which one do you feel most strongly
about?

r c Animal rights Taboos and /ssues



Language
Look at this sentence from the first text:

".\X/e strongly object to places like this and completely
disapproue of what they'ue been doing here."

Decide whether the expressions below express an objection (O) or no objection (N):

1. I  think that 's f ine.
2 .  I t ' s  qu i te  OK to  . . .
3 .  I  e rn ' t  sey  I  rpprove o f  . . .
4.  I  strongly disapprove of . . .
.5.  I  wish people wouldn' t  . . .
6.  I 've got no problcm with . . .

Use the expressions above to talk about
the l ist  you made at the beginning of the
lesson. For example:

I strongly disdpproue of circuses.
It's quite OK to keep rabbits in yctur
gttrden.

Look at these patterns:

I't,e got rto prcthlem tuith zoos
as long as the dnimals are treated
u,ell.
There's notbing Lurong with people
hauing pets prouided they know how
to look dfter tbem.

Write two sentences of your own using
these patterns.

7. I  think i t 's awful .
8.  I t 's outrageous.
9. There's nothing wrong with . . .

10. I t  seems completely wrong to me.
I  l .  I ' ve  go t  no  ob iec t i r tn  to  . . .
12. I t  doesn't  bother me.

Discussion
Answer these quest ions in smal l  groups:

L Do y<;r,r eat meat? If not, why not?

2. l f  so, do yor-r  or would you eat any of the fol lowing?
ltorsemeat ueal dng rabhit pate de foie gras

rnonkel seagull squirrel hedgehog alligator

3. Do you htrve a pet? \i7hat kind? How much freedom does it have? Wcruld it be happier in a different

environment?

4. ls i t  ever C)K to keep animals in a cage? 
'What

5 . ls  i t  OK to  have these an imals  as  pe ts?
Lt l)orrot a rabbit a mctnkeY

about keeping birds in a cage?

6. Do you wear leather shoes? Do you own anything
difference?

tropical fish a terraPin

made from animal fur? Is there an ethical

7. Reacl the opinion below. How far do you agree or disagree with it?
"Let's get this straight. Animals haue no rights at all. I don't medn we should be

cruel to them fctr no redson. I eat animals. I wear dnimals. I depend on drugs

tuhich haue been tested on them. I medn, if testing medicines on animals helps to

saue human liues, I think that's fine. And I'ue got no problems with testing

cosmetics on them either. I mean, if I use an aftershaue or d deodorant, I want

to know that it 's safe. l 'd rather a rabbit went blind - not me!"

I
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Marriage - for better or for worse
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Discussion
Work in pairs.  Discuss the quotat ions below. What do you think they mean? Which ones do you agree
with? Which do you disagree with? Which do you f ind amusing?

Reading
Read these two opinions about divorce. Which one do you agree with more?

Love conquers al l  th ings.
Virgil

Love is bl ind.
Engli.sh proverlt

Marry in haste. Repent at leisure.
English prutverlt

fulia Casper - getting divorced for the sake of
the children

The only  surpr is ing th ing about  d ivorce is  that
it  doesn't happen more often. What people
want from a marriage may be the same when
they get married, but, as we al l  know, people
can change.

What he wants may be very different from
what she wants f ive years down the l ine. Very
often, men have the attitude of, "She looks
after me and she is there when I want her; but
I have my own l i fe." Women, on the other
hand,  th ink,  "He is  my best  f r iend;  I  want  h im
to share my interests, my emotions and my
life." One or both of the partners begins to feel
trapped. They start to l ive separate l ives, which
results in tension, arguments and batt les,
which then also has a negative effect on the
children if  there are any. So, what is the point
of staying together? lt's better for children to
grow up in  a re laxed,  lov ing envi ronment  wi th
one parent than in a tension-f i l led home with
both oarents.

Of course it 's better to avoid spl i t t ing up - i t
hurts everyone, especial ly the children - but i f
a marriage is over, it's best to accept the
situation and move on before more harm is
done.

When a girl marries, she exchanges the
attention of many men for the inattention
of one.
H e L e n Rov' I ond. Ante r ic ctn w' r il e r

Marriage is like a dull meal wrth the
dessert at the beginning.
Henri, Comte de Toulouse-Lautrec

Sue Hardcastle - staying together for the sake
of the children

Too many people see divorce as the easy way
out. I  admit that in some cases it  may be
necessary - for example, i f  your partner was
physica l ly  or  menta l ly  abusing you.  Cet t ing
divorced should be absolutely the last option.
It 's not just a l i festyle choice.

Part of the problem is that people seem to
have an impossib ly  ideal is t ic  v iew of  marr iage.
They expect love, romance and excitement to
f i l l  the i r  l ives a l l  the t ime.  But  the fact  is ,
married l i fe is not always perfect love and
harmony. There wil l  be arguments and
disagreements. l t  is boring at t imes and,
especia l ly  when chi ldren come a long,  i t  can
be hard work! You've got to be wil l ing to make
the effort to make a relationship work. l t  is this
effort which makes marriage a r ich and
satisfyi ng experience.

And what example is i t  to chi ldren if  you
decide to spl i t  up? What message does it  give?
"When things get diff icult,  you can just quit."
I t 's no surprise that people whose parents
divorce often get divorced themselves. How
can they believe in the possibi l i ty of a
permanent relationship i f  the people they most
trusted couldn't do i t?
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Who believes what?
Mark the sentences below with 'S' if they are what
Sue says and 'J '  i f  they are what Jul ia says:

1. Peoplc expect too much from marr iage.

2. Chi ldren can experience negat ive things
in a bacl marr iage.

3. Chi ldren whose parents spl i t  up can f ind
i t  di f f icul t  to tr l rst  other people later in l i fe.

4. Liv ing with one parent can be better than
l iv ing with both.

-5. You shouldn' t  give up just because a
relat ionship is di f f icul t .

Do you agree or disagree with the
statements above? "If the police stdrt dsking questions, I sball iust say

that yctu packed your things one night and left me."

Language
Complete the text below with the correct form of these words:

last crsntest sign break split up break down work

In rhe USA couples sometimes (1) .  .  .  a contract before they get marr ied

cal lcd a 'prenupt ial  agreement ' ,  which puts in wri t ing what wi l l  happen to their

money and possessions i f  the marr iage (2) .  .  I t  doesn't  surpr ise me that

some of these marr iages don't  (3) .  .  .  long. Before i t  has even started, the

huppy cor-rple arc already planning what to do when the marriage doesn't

(4) .  .  .  .  And, of course, a prenupt ial  agreement only works i f  both

partners are reasonable. But what happens i f  one person doesn't  want to

(5) .  .  .  and (6) .  .  .  the divorce? Or what happens i f  someone

rries ro (7) . . . the contract? 
'$fell, 

what it really means is lots of work
- and money - for the lawyers!

Do you think prenupt ial  agreements are a good idea? Would you have one?

Discussion
Work in pairs or smal l  groups. Discuss these quest ions:

l .What experience do you have of divorce? Your own? Your parents? Other family members? Friends?

2. Can divorce ever real ly be amicable?

3. Research shows that the children of divorced parents are more likely to get divorced themselves.
Vhy do yolr  think this is the case?

4. How easy do you think i t  should be to get a divorce? Which of these are you in favour of?

a. diuorce on demand - wbeneuer one pdrty wants it.
b. wttit frtr a year to see if the couple cdn get bdck together again.
c. t'omltulsory counselling for six months before a decision is taken.

.5. What do you think are sr.ritable reasons for getting divorced? Consider these:

He's been unfaithful to me.
Life is so boring.

'\Ye'ue 
iust grown dpdrt.

He hits me.
She doesn't sleep with me any more. I uant my freedom back.
'We just hatte nothing m common. I just married the wrong person. It's ds simple as that!
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Nobody needs a gun

Discussion
In Bri tain i t  is i l legal to have a gun without a t icence. Fol lowing the Dunblane massacre in sco'and in1996' when a madman ki l led almost an ent ire class of pr imary school chi ldren and their  teacher,  the lawson gun possession have become very strict. The same is not true in the United states, where many moreatroci t ies involving guns'  such as the columbine incident descr ibed below, have taken place.
l '  ! "  anything l ike Dunblane or columbine happened in your country?
2. Cirn you remember any simi lar incidents in the news?
Read the slogan of the united states National Rifle Association (NRA), which has a lot of politicalinf luence in the US.

I
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I
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I

N

3. What do you think abour an organisation that
1. 1.. gr-rns Ieg:rl  in your c,runtry? Are thcy easy
-5. Do yolr or does anyone you know own a gun?

Reading
on April 20' 1999, two teenage boys at columbine High school near Denver, colorado, usA, shot over30 fel low students, k i l l ing 12 of thlm -.before takini their  own r ives. The fol lowing point of  v iew wasposted on an interactive website a few days later by 

-"or"on" 
from Britain. Read the text, then answerthe questions below.

has this as i ts slogan?
to get?
\7hy? IJfhy not?
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THE COLUMBINE MASSACRE
What is it going to take for America to get the
message? How many more young lives are we going
to see wasted? How can the pro_gun lobby in the US
still have such a powerful voice? After the Dunblane
massacre here in 1996, gun control laws, which were
already strict, were tightened further. There was a
nationwide amnesty on handguns. Many who had
guns, for whatever reason, gave them up. Thev were
sick of what guns were capable of. people even
questioned whether shooting should remain an
Olympic sport. Dunblane shocked the whole nation
and the effect remains to this day.
But in the US, politicians are more worried about
upsetting the pro-gun groups and losing votes than

protecting innocent people! Ordinary citizens argue
that they should be free to arm and defend themselves
in accordance with the .Second 

Amendment'. Def.end
themselves against who? The country isn't under
attack! The civil war ended over 200 years agol
Most people in Britain have never seen or handled a
real gun - even our police don't carry them _ but in
America you can buy one on a Saturday afternoon
shopping trip. What has happened to a country that it
can carry on with one massacre after another and do
nothing? We're supposed to be .cousins' 

but the
family resemblance is not very strong any more. I
don't recognise their culture. A country that can't ban
guns has lost its head, and its soul.

Discussion
Answer these questions with a partner:
I' what is the over:rll tone of the article -.ang9! sarcasm, sympathy, something else?2. l f  you were an American, wourd you take off . . r . .  at  this art ic le?
3'  could someone from your country wri te a simi lar art ic le with very simi lar argumenrs?4' How does the wri ter compare the Dunblane massacre to the Columbine massacre?5' D. y.r-r  think the wrirer has ever been to the united States?
6' could the r 'vr i ter apply any of his or her cr i r ic isms ro countr ies other than the United States?

17 Nobody needs a gun
Taboos and /ssues



Language 1
Use these words to complete the opinions on guns

and gun laws below:

wedpon outlauted in self-defence
illegal liues

1. I  think guns shor-r ld be made
2 .  I f  g r - r n s  w e r e .  . . ,  t h e n

Langua ge 2
Look at this sentence from the text:

People euen questioned whether shooting
showld remain an Olympic sport.

Even is used to emphasise a point you are adding.
Use the correct ending for each sentence below:

1. Anybody can buy a gun -

2. Some teenagers carry guns around -

3 .1  wou ldn ' t  use  a  gun -

4. Hardly anybody carr ies a gun in Bri tarn -

5.I  think guns should be banned completely -

a. they euen take them to school.
b. euen toy ones.
c. euen kids can buy them.
d. euen if I was attacked.
e. not euen the police.

only cr iminals
would have them.

3. Guns don't  take .  .  .  .  People do.
4. Anything can be used as a lethal

A gun is simply one of them.
5 .1  th ink  someone is  on ly  jus t i f ied  in  us ing  a  gun

Circle the opinions above that are most simi lar to
your own. Do your classmates agree?

Discussion
Guns and you

1. In which of the fol lowing si tuat ions would
you use a  gun?

a. To defend myself against an intruder
in my house.

b. In self-defence against an attacker
on the street.

c.  To hunt animals.

d. For sport on a firing range.

2. Do you know where you could buy a gun i f
you walnted one?

Guns and f i lms

Answer these quest ions in pairs or smal l  groups:

"Gun control? Ouer my dead body!"

a. (iroups who want to ban guns say that it is impossible to think of three films
in which a gun never appears. Can you prove them wrong?

b. Why do you think guns are so prominent in f i lms?
c. f)o you think that gun-violence in films has a direct effect on gun-related crime?

Guns and k ids

Is it OK for children to play with toy guns? Did you do this when you were younger?
Wor.rld you let your children play with toy guns?

ls it all bad news?

Do guns have any posit ive roles in society? Use the expressions below to help you express your ideas.

If we didn't haue guns, we wouldn't haue ...
It 's becduse of guns that we ...
r[/e baue guns to thank fo, ...
[ 'm not in fauour of guns, but I  must admit  . . .

g t r
E D
t rd
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The sale of humanorgans

Discussion
Under what circumstances would you al low an organ to be removed from your body? Tick the ones youagree with:

rr. l i I necdecl :rn operirtron.
b. After death, for general  medical  purposes.
c. T<r clonl tc an organ to a close relat ive.
cl. T<r cionate au organ to a close friend.
c. To help rurvonc in need.
f. To nrake monev.
g. Nevcr.

Many people carry an organ donor card, which al lows
doctors to take parts of their bodies if they are killed.
Do you carry one? lf not, why not?

Reading
Read this art ic le about debt col lect ion in Japan. Does the same thing happen in other countr ies?

Donorcard
I request that after my death:
A. any part of my body may be used for the treatment

of others ! or
B.  my k idneys f  corneas !  heart  !  tungs !  l iver  !

pancreas I be used for transplantation
Signature .  .  Date.
In the event of my death. if possible, contact:

. . . . . . T e | :

Remember to tell someone close to you that you
want to be an organ donor. Their agreement is
important if the time ever comes.

Yamazaki, a small business owner in
Tokyo and also a recently-threatened
borrower. "Maybe in the western
world this is different." And indeed it
is. The United States, for example,
outnumbers organ donations in Japan
by 20 to l .

Fortunately for Mr Mamoto, he
found the legal help he needed before
having to resofi to selling off parts of
his body. He filed the first criminal
complaint against one of the largest
loan shark companies in Japan, a
company charging interest rates of 30
to 40 per cent. National television has
broadcast the recorded telephone
threats repeatedly in an attempt to
make Japanese citizens aware of the
ruthless world of debt collection.
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JAPANESE URGED TO SELL EYES TO PAY DEBTS
The phone calls f iom the debt to small businesses who are
collector got increasingry more experiencing financial diff icult ies
threatening. First, the standard and who cannot raise money in other
pressure: "You have to come up with ways. Their methods give a whole
the money. Sell your house quickly ... new meaning to the idiomatrc
sell your clothes and all your expression, "It ' l l  cost you an arm and
belongings if necessary." But then: a leg!""Sell a kidney. You have two. don't Aggressiue debt collection hasyou? Many of our oolo^*:t: 

:ntt uti"oy, u""n an unpleasanr aspecr ofhave one. you can ger $2g,000 for a tt" i lurin"r, world but this newkidney. You can get $9.500 for an developmenthascausedoutrage.The
eyeball," said the debt collector. on ,ul" of body organs is especiallytape recordings of the calls. sensitive in Japan, where people are
By this time, the person receiving the often reluctant to even ailow tire
calls, Mr Mamoto, a retired donation of an organ after death for
metalworker, was so frightened that medical purposes.
when he heard dogs barking, he .,we believe that our bodies arethought it was debt collectors coming sacred. i would never allow anyoneafter him, his lawyer said. to take anytirlng away from my body
These 'shoko loan'firms lend money - dead or alive," said Mr Hiroshi

Read the text again and answer these quest ions:
1'  ln the telcphone threats that were made, what did the debt col lector say that shows there have bec'r

other vict ims of these threats?
?. How did Mr Mamoro get proof of these threats?
3. Accorcl i 'g tr  the art ic le,  lvhy are there so few organ donors in Japan?
4. Wli ich idionrat ic expression in the art ic le means ;very sxpgnslys'2

Discussion
l 'The c' lebt col lector gave pr ices for certain organs. Where was he possibly get ing those f igurcs from?7.I)o you think people who oblect ro organ donat ion are beins sel i ish?
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Language 1
Remember this idiomatic expression from the
art ic le,  meaning that something is very expensive:

It' l l cost )tou Ltn drm dnd a leg!
Lots of expressions in English have the word 'and'

in the middle. For example: sa/f  and pepper.  There
are two things to know about these expressions:

| .  The order never changes - you never say 'cost

rr  leg ar-rcl  an arm. '
2.  Thc words before ar-rd after 'and'  are almost

rt lwrrvs the sanre word class -  'arm' and ' leg'

are both nouns.

Match the words below. The first one has been
done for you as an example.

l .  s i c k

Language 2
Now put the expressions from the exercise
opposite into the sentences below:

1 . I h a d  t o  t h i n k  . . . .  b e f o r e
I decided to becomc an organ donor.

2. l t 's amazing that this is st i l l  a controversial
issue in this .  .

3.  I t 's a compl icated issue. Therc's no simple
answer. It's not

4. Maybe some day people wi l l  change their
att i tude towards organ donat ion -  we' l l  just
have to

5.In some countr ies people who are wi l l ing to
donate their  organs are

6. These are .  .  ethical  quest ions, not
medical quest ions.

7. Finding an organ donor used to be more
difficult, but the situation has improved by

People are .  .  of  being
oushed around bv debt col lectors.

"This is the wctrst part of the job - hauing
to clear up dfter a Rugby International!"

wa i t

black

leaps

in this clay

few

fi rst

th ink  k rng

a. and age

b. and hard

c. and far between

d. and bounds

e. and white

f .  and foremost

g. and t i red

h. and see

8 .

Discussion
Answer these quest ions in pairs or smal l
groups:

l .  Do you think one day doctors wi l l  be
shopping for organs on the internet?
Is there rrnythir-rg wrong with sel l ing
organs ?

2. Would yor-r mind having your body cur up
for thc sake of science after you die?
Woulcl vou plrt a limit on what they can
take ?

.1. What woulcl  vou tel l  a person who is
considering l ' recorning an organ donor?
What wor-rld you say to encollrage or
cl iscourage her/him?

4. How do ,vou feel  abor-r t  using animal organs in human beings? How about r-rs ing a monkey's heart?
Wotr lc l  you l ike the eyes of a pig?

.5. N' lany people don't  have the t ime or just can' t  be bothered to get an organ donor card. Some
countr ies want a new system where doctors automatical ly have permission to take your organs
urrlcss vou havc il card which says that you are not an organ donor. A system like this one could
simpl i fy:rnd speed things up at hospitals and save l ives. 'Would you be in favour of a system l ike
th is?
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Find out the correct answers from your teacher.
Note: Although you mdy still hear the term AIDS (Acquired Immune Deficiency syndrome) it is nr.tlonger ttsed widely by doctors. Tbey prefey tct talk'of uir-rroge' or,aduanced Hlv infection,. Beforeeffectiue treatments, someone with FiIv almost cert;inty-drlrrtoprd.AlDs. This is no longer the case.

Reading
Answer these questions with a partner. Then read the information below to find the answers:1. Which area of the world is mosr affected by HIV?
2. Is there a cure for HIV?
3. Are more men or more women affected by HIV?
4. Which age group is mosr affected bv HIV?

Discussion
Work in pairs. Answer the questions below:

How much do you know about HIV?
1. HtV infection can be passed on by which

of the following means:
a. heterosexual sexual intercourse
b. homosexual sexual intercourse
c .  k i s s i n g
d.  us ing  in fec ted  in jec t ion  equ ipment

1.  HIV in  the  wor ld
T h e r e  w e r e  3 3 . 4  m i l l i o n  p e o p l e
in fec ted  w i th  HIV around the  wor ld
r n  1 9 9 9 :  2 2 . 5  m i l l i o n  i n  s u b _ S a h a r a n
A f r i c : i , 6 . 7  m i l l i o n  i n  S o u t h  a n d
S o u t h - e a s t  A s i a ,  i . 4  m i l l i o n  i n  L a t i n
A m e r i c a  a n d  0 . 2  m i l l i o n  i n  t h e  U S A .
There  are  about  9 ,000 new in fec t ions
each day  -  90"k  o f  these in
deve lop ing  count r ies .  More  than l4
mi l l ion  peop le  have a l ready  d ied  o f
t h e  d i s e a s e ,  i n c l u d i n g  2 . 5  m i l l i o n  i n
1  9 9 8 .

2. Treatment
A l though there  is  no  ac tua l  cure ,
d r u g s  a r e  n o w  a v a i l a b l e  w h i c h
suppress  thc  p rogress  o l  H IV
in fec t ion  and many su f fe rers  can l i ve
re la t i ve ly  long and hea l thy  l i ves .  For
most  peop le  w i th  H lV,  however ,
recent  advances  in  t rea tment  w i l l
have l i t t le  in rpac t .  The h igh  cos t  o f
deve lop ing  and produc ing  new drugs
and the  lack  o f  ava i lab le  money fo r
hea l thcare  in  many count r ies  make i t

2. Mark the following true (T) or false (F):
a .  A IDS and HIV are  the  same th ine .
b .  An HIV tes l  w i l l  show immediare ly  i f

someone is infected with HlV.
c .  Cur ren t  t rea tment  can e l im ina te  the  HIV

infect ion in some people.
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unl ike ly  that  new t reatments wi l l  ever
be widely avai lable in  the developing
wor ld.

3. Who is most affected?
Throughout  the wor ld,  roughly equal
numbers of  men and women are
infected.  But  HIV most ly  af fects
young adul ts  and people in  ear ly
middle age.  These are the people
who ra ise the chi ldren,  support  the
e lde r l y  and  bu i l d  a  coun t r y , s
economy. The loss of such people
has had and wi l l  cont inue to have a
serious effect on the economies of
some countr ies,  par t icu lar ly  in  some
areas of Africa.
4. Stopping the epidemic
We could slow down the worlcjwide
HIV epidemic if everyone had good
informat ion about  prevent ing
infect ion,  a long wi th support  f rom
society to help them act  on th is
information. Furthermore, each new
generation of gay men needs to be
made aware of the risks of HlV.

5. Obstacles
Somet imes,  fo r  re l ig ious ,  cu l tu ra l  o r
economtc  reasons /  i t  can  be  d i f f i cu l t
fo r  peop le  to  use  concJoms and
protect themselves and their partners.
A  w o m a n  w h o  i s  e c o n o m i c a l l y
oependent  on  a  man may f ind  i t
i m p o s s i b l e  t o  a s k  f o r  s l t e r  s e r .
Women are most commonly infected
through unprotected sex with their
h u s b a n d s  o r  l o n g  t e r m  p a r t n e r s .
Some governments do not accept that
HIV is  a  p rob lem fo r  them a t  a l l .  A
few national leaders even r leny that
some behav iour  happens,  sucn as  sex
between men or  d rug  in jec t ing .  Th is
can make i t  par t i cu la r ly  d i f f i cu l t  fo r
people in those countr ies to be aware
of  and avo id  the  r i sks .  We must
c o n t i n u e  t o  f i g h t  p r e j u d i c e  a n d
increase understanding. Together we
can make a dif ference.

Adapted fron ,lJnderstanc!ing 
HtV

infection and AtDS,, Terrence
Higgins Trust

1 9 AIDS
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Discussion
Read the text again more carefully and answer these questions:

l. Why do most people not receive new rreatments for HIV?
2. How does the spread of HIV affect a country's economy?
3. What would help to slow down the spread of HIV infect ion?
4. What factors can be unhelpful  in prevent ing the spread of HIV?
Discuss the fol lowing quest ions in pairs or smal l  groups:

.5. What is done in your country to help prevent the spread of HIV?
6. Do you think more could be done? I f  so, what?
7. What is the attitude of most people towards HIV sufferers?
8. How could the large drug companies do more to help?

Language 1
Read through the text again and find the verbs
which go with the fol lowing nouns and noun
phrases. The first one has been done for you.

Language 2
Complete the summary below with the correct
form of words from the previous exercise:

Although research scientists have (1) . . . .
and (2) . . many new drugs to fight
the HIV infection. at the moment these
treatments are only widely (3)

in developed countries. In developing countries
efforts to (4) infection rest on
( 5 )  . . .  . . .  u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f  t h e
disease and encouraging people to (6)

the risks of unprotected sex. The number of
deaths among young people has, in some
c o u n t r i e s ,  ( 7 ) . . .  . . a s e r i o u s e f f e c t
on the national economy. It is vital therefore to
cont inue to (8) .  prejudice
and cont inue to (9) people
aware of the risks of HIV infection.

l .  m d k e

2 .
3 .
4.
5 .

7.
8 .
9 .
10 .

1 1 .  w i d e l y
12.  rough ly

l i t t le impact (para 2)
new drugs (2)
new drugs (2)

a serious effect on (3)
infection (4)

aware of the r isks (4)
the r isks (5)
prejudice (5)

understanding (5)

a di f ference (5)

a. dependent on
b. difficult

Now match the adverbs on the left with the
adjectives on the right:

13. economical ly c.  equal numbers
14. most commonly d. avai lable
15. part icular ly e. infected

Discussion
Discuss these quest ions in pairs:

l .  Do you know anyone with HIV?
2.lf a friend of yours or a member of your family was infected with HIV, would you treat them

differently from the way you do now?

How far do you agree or disagree with the following?

1. HIV startecl because of homosexuality.

2. Too much money is spent on research into HIV. Cancer research is more important.

3.  Developed countr ies only care about their  own HIV infected populat ion. They are doing nothing to
help the developing world.

4. l t  is i r responsible of the Roman Cathol ic church to say that people should not use condoms.

Taboos and /ssues 1 9



Tell ing l ies
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Discussion
Work in pairs.  Choose one of the subjects below to talk about for two minutes. During the discussion try
to tel l  one l ie to your partner.  At the end of the discussion, tel l  your partner what you think he or she has
l ied about.

holidays schools work sport trauel a hobhy

ls i t  possible to go through t i fe onty tei l ing the truth?

Reading
Read the article quickly. Decide whether these sentences are true (T) or false (F).
1. Lord Archer wenr ro school at  Wel l ington Col lege.
2. At one tirne he lost a lot of money.
3. He wi ls involved with a Drost i tute.

ARCHER GOES
Jeffrey Archer pulled out yesterday from the
election to become mayor of London after
admitting that he had persuaded a friend to lie for
him in court in 1986. He could now face criminal
charges.

This is, of course, not the first time that Archer has
been economical with the truth. Early in his
political career the rumour spread that he had
attended the famous Berkshire school, Wellington
College. In fact, he had studied at the far more
ordinary Wellington School in Somerset. It was also
widely believed that he had studied for an MA at
Oxford University. In reality, he took part of a
postgraduate diploma course - a course for which
he was not qualified. Elected to Parliament in 1969,
he was said to be the youngest MP ever. Not true.
There is no doubting his ability ro make money. By
1914 he had already made a fbrtune in business,

but various investment mistakes over a number of
years meant he lost it all and was left with huge
debts. Resigning from Parliament, he started
writing to pay back what he owed. His novels
became best-sellers and have earned him as much

as f50 mill ion over the years.

He returned to politics in 1985, but was forced to
resign a year later following stories that he had sent
f20OO to a prostitute, Monica Coghlan. Some
newspapers suggested in their reports that Archer
had had sex with Ms Coghlan. He took legal action
and won libel damages of f500000.

Jeffrey Archer became Lord Archer in 1992 but
questions over his financial dealings continue to
this day and his ability to exaggerate simple facts

seems not to have diminished. So. wil l he survive

this latest scandal? Only time will rell, but Archer
has a reputation for being able to bounce back.
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Read the art ic le again and answer these quest ions:

l .  Why did Archer resign in I974?
2. 'Why d id  he  res ign  in  1986?
3. Why did he t i lke some newspapers ro courr?
4.Why did hc decicle nor ro srarnd as Mayor of London?

Discussion
1. Should peoplc who have been caught tel l ing a l ie be banned from holding publ ic off ice?
2. Arc there :rny pr-rbl ic f igures in your country who have conrinued in publ ic l i fe despite quesrions

rrbout their  pirst? Who? What are they supposed to have done?
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Discussion
Answer these questions on your own first. Then compare your answers with a partner.

Have you ever l ied about any of the fol lowing?

1. Your qual i f icat ions in a job appl icat ion
2. To your parents about something important
3. Your agc
4. When a friend asked to borrow some money frorn you
-5. When being interviewed by the police
6. When you were late for work or school
7. When giving someone your address or phone number
8. When you were going through customs
9. On an income tax form

10.  Your  sa la ry

Language
Look at this sentence from the text:

Tbis is, of course, not the first time that
Archer hds been economical with the truth.

Being economical with the truth is another way of
saying lying. Below are some more ways of talking
about ly ing and dishonesty. Put the missing words
back into the expressions below:

rnstLter lie

Tell the truth!
Work in pairs.  Discuss what you would do in these
situat ions:

1. It is a beautiful sunny day and some of your
friends, who are on holiday, have decided to go
for a picnic. They ask you to go. Do you:
a. call your boss and say you are ill?
b, call your boss and ask for the day off?
c. tell your friends you haue to go to work?

Or would you do something else?

2. When leaving a car park, you accidentally
bump into the car parked next to yours and
damage it slightly. Do you:
a. leaue a note of apology on the windscreen

with your name and address?
b. wait for the other driuer to come back?
c. leaue tbe car parl< as quickly as possiblel

Or would you do something else?

3. You are in the supermarket. You pick up a box
of eggs to put in your basket and drop it
accidentally, breaking some of the eggs.
Do you:
a. put it back on the shelfl
b. buy it anyway!
c. giue it to an assistant and sa1, you found it

like thdt?
Or would you do something else?

4. You pay for something with a {10 note but
you are given change for {20. Do you:
a. giue back the extra f"l0?
b. keelt the extra f10 for yourself?
c. l<ee1t the extra f10 but giue it to charityl

Or would you do something else?

teeth
inch

pack
ltg

a. He's ly ing through his

b. l  told him a l i t t le white

c. I  don' t  t rust him an .

d. Just give me a straight

e. He's pul l ing your .

f .  He told us a whole .  .  .  .  of  l ies.

Now use the correct form of the verbs from the
expressions in these sentences:

1. Jack told n-re he'd had dinner with Tony Blair.
> And you bel ieved him? I  think he was

. your leg.

2.1 asked him three t imes i f  he'd borrowed my
\rValkman and he wouldn't . me a
straight answer.

3.I 'm sure Jim stole my wal let .  He says he never
came in the room but I think he's . . . . . .
thror-rgh his teeth.

4. There's something a bit strange about the new
boss.
> I  know I don' t  .  him an inch.

.5.I 'vc just found out that Kathy hasn' t  been very
honest.  She's .  me a whole pack of l ies.

6. [ 'm basical ly a very honest person, but I
suppose I . . . . . . a little white lie from time to
t ime.

Taboos and /ssues Telling lies



Abortion

Language and discussion
Match the words on the left with the definitions on the right:

/

I
c
I

I . foetus
2. expect ing
3.  p ro- l i fe
4. pro-choicc

a. in favour of a woman's right to have an abortion
b. a baby before it is born
c. against abort ion
d. pregnant

What is the legal position in your country regarding abortion?

Before you read the text, which of the following is closest to your own view of abortion?
a. I :rm deeply, morally against it.
b. l  don' t  see anything wrong with i t .
c. I don'r feel strongly either way.
d.I  think i t  depends on individual c ircumstances.

Do you know of any countr ies where abort ion is i l legal?

Reading
As you read about this young woman's experience, try to answer this quest ion:

\X/as her decision a positiue one or one she regrets?
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Why I had an abortion
The reason I had an abortion was because I
knew I was far too young to have a baby - it
was the wrong stage of l i fe. I  could have taken
care of a baby because teenagers do it  al l  the
time. But basical ly, I  didn't want a baby.
I wanted to wait unti l  I  was married so that my
husband and I could give our baby al l  the love
and care i t  needed. I don't think I was ready
for al l  the responsibi l i t ies of motherhood.
There were so many other things going on in
my l i fe at the t ime. l t  wouldn't have been fair

to the baby if  I  couldn't be there for i t .  There
was also a chance my boyfriend and I would
break up and the baby would grow up without
a father. And it  wasn't fair on my mother who
would have had to help bring the child up.
I also had big plans to go away to university to
train as a nurse. I knew that would be virtual ly
impossible with a babv. I l istened to mv heart
and after lots and lots of soul-searching, I knew
abortion was the right answer for me.
(F ifteen-year-old gi rl)

Discussion
Do you think the gir l  acted responsibly? Why /  Why not?
Here is the opinion of a retired British doctor. She worked as a doctor both while abortion was illegal and
for about 30 years after it was legalised.

"Before abortion was made legal, all my colleagues and r were m
fauour of it, but ouer the yedrs my uiews haue-changed. I think it
showld still be legal, but young girls today are using it as anotber
form of contraception. That is wrong and it was neuer the intention
of the reformers that this sbould happen."

How do you react to the doctor's view?
How do doctors in your country feel about this issue?
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Language
Look at the text again and match the reasons the girl gives for having the abortion:

l . l w a s f a r

2. I  wanted to wait

3.  I  don' t  think I  was ready

4. There were so many other things

-5. I t  woulcln ' t  have been

6. I t  was the wrong

7. Thc baby would grow up

8. I t  wasn't  fair

9.  I  also had big

a. without a father.

b. plans to go away to university.

c.  too young.

d. going on in my life.

e. unt i l  I  was marr ied.

f. fair to the baby.

g. for al l  the responsibi l i t ies.

h. stage of life.

i. on my mother.

Work in pairs. Do you think any of the above reasons are good ones for having an abortion?

What about the father?
Read this short  art ic le.  Do you think the man has a r ight to do what he has done?

A FATHER'S RIGHTS
A man has successfully managed to prevent because only one doctor was consulted

his tbrmer girlfriend from having an aborlion instead of two, and other checks on the
- at least fbr the time being. The clinic where physical and psychological state of the

the operation was due to take place agreed woman had not taken place. Mr Curtis took

yesterday that they would not continue with the legal action because he is opposed to

the procedure unti l further medical enquiries abortion. His victory is only temporary,

had taken place. Stephen Curtis, 24, took legal however, as there is nothing to stop the

action against the clinic, saying that the woman going to another clinic. He hopes to

termination was against the Abortion Act rules be able to persuade her to change her mind.

Discussion
Work in pairs or small groups and decide whether you agree or disagree with the statements below:

1. It should be the woman's right to choose. Ultimately, it 's her body and so it's her decision alone.
2. If you're mature enough to make a baby, then you're mature enough to take care of it.
3.  A baby is st i l l  a person even before i t  is t rorn.
4. Abort ion is for the i rresponsible.
5. I  bel ieve al l  l i fe is sacred and so abort ion is a cr iminal acr ro me.
6. With so many other options, like adoption, I don't see why an abortion is ever necessary.
7. I don't agree with late-term abortions, but I think the so-called 'morning-after pill ' is basically OK.
8. I  don' t  bel ieve in abort ion laws - i t 's usual ly men who make them.
9. I f  abort ion is i l legal,  i t  only means more backstreet abort ions wi l l  happen and that is dangerous

for thc women concerned.
10. Abort ion is wrong and should be stopped at al l  costs,  including bombing the cl in ics i f  necessary.

One doctor from an abortion clinic was shot last month. He got what he deserved.
Finally, here are some arguments put forward by the Prolife Alliance in the UK:

Your life in your mother's womb started dt conception. Your heart started to beat 3 weeks
after conception. Your hrain waues could be detected at .\ weeks. Your organs were all

formed dt 10 weeks. Your hearing wds perfect dt 76 weeks. Ouer 180,000 abortions are
performed in Britain each year. Abortion is the most common surgical operation in the UK.
97o/" are of heabhy babies. 90"/o are for social rather than medical reasons.

What is your reaction to these arguments?
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National stereotypes

"Heaven is where the pol ice are Bri t ish, the cooks are French, the mechanics
are German, the lovers are l tal ian and i t 's al l  organised by the Swiss. Hel l  is
where the pol ice are German, the cooks are Engl ish, the mechanics are
French, the lovers are Swiss, and i t 's al l  organised by the l tal ians."

Discussion
Discuss in pairs or smal l  groups:

1.Did you f ind the joke above amusing? I f  you did, is i t  because of what you know about these
nat ional i t ies personal ly,  or what you know of their  reputat ions?

2. Would you l ike to charnge the joke in some way? Can you improve i t  by changing somc of rhe
nat ional i t ies or some of the jobs?

3. Do you hirve tour ists from other countr ies where you l ive? \7hich nat ional i t ies? What are they l ike?

Reading
Read this art ic le and underl ine anything that surpr ises you or that you think is not fair .

BRAZILIANS VOTED BEST TOURISTS, GERMANS WORST
In a recent survey conducted by the American Board

of Tourism, professionals in various areas of the
tourism industry have rated Brazilians as the world's

best tourists. The survey gave points for things like
'politeness,' 'wil l ingness to understand and speak
English' and'cultural sensitivity. ' People working in
jobs ranging from taxi-drivers to hotel receptionists

and airline flight attendants almost unanimously
rated the Brazil ians as being 'fr iendly'and 'polite.'

The opposite seemed true of the Germans. "The

Germans just don't seem to get it," said one
manager of a hotel chain, based in New Orleans.
"They're rude and impatient yet they expect service
with a smile. They travel outside Germany yet want

to have things just l ike at home. Plus, they never
t ip . "

The best tippers are the Japanese, according to the

survey. A travel agent representative explains: "The

Japanese are afraid of 'losing face'. They'll do what

they think is expected of them in the country they're

visit ing, so they're usually extremely polite. They

rate very high in the cultural sensitivity category."

The French scored extremely low in the 'willingness

to understand and speak English' category. "It's

amazing. They can be so rude and snobby," said a

ticket agent at Chicago O'Hare International

Airyort. "You try to explain things to them and they

answer you back in French. Not only that, they

smoke too much - even where it's not allowed -

and they're generally messy, leaving cigarettes and

other rubbish on the floor. It's unbelievable." A

summary of the Board's survey is given below:

Friendliest nationalities: Most polite: Willingness to understand Most culturally-
and speak English: sensitive:

l .  Brazi l ians

2. Japanese

3. Koreans

4. Canadians

5. Portuguese

1. Japanese

2. Brazllians

3. British

4. Spanish

5. Koreans

l. Brazilians

2. Dutch

3. Swiss

4. Hungarians

5. Poles

l .  Braz i l ians

2. Japanese

3. Romanians

4. Egyptians

5. Koreans

Discuss with your partner what you underl ined in the text.
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True or false?
Read the text again and mark the statements below true (T) or false (F):

l .  People al l  over the world think Brazi l ians are the best tour ists.

2. The Jirpanese are often afraid of doing or saying the wrong thing when travelling.

3. The French i l re general ly not very happy to speak Engl ish.

4. The Gcrmans wanr to get a real feel for the local lifestyle when they travel.

-5. Thc Germans are happy to show their appreciation for good service.

6. The French don't seem to be very tidy when they travel.

l f  your nat ional i ty is not mentioned in the four categories in the survey, do you think i t  should be?

Language
The art ic le descr ibes the Brazi l ians as 'pol i te 'and

the Germans as 'rude.' Below are some more
words from the article and some other ones to
describe character. Match the words on the left
with their  opposites on the r ight:

L  p o l i t c  e .  q u i e t

2. f r iendly b. mean

3.  loud c .  rude

4. generous d. unfr iendly

5. open-minded e. messy

6. ticly f. intolerant

Do the same with these:

Discussion
Work in pairs or smal l  groups. Which nat ional i t ies
do you think are being described below?

1. They're always in big groups.

2. They talk too loud.

3 .  The men x re  womanisers .

4. They're good dancers.

5. They smoke too much.

6. They're all fat.

7. They think they're the best.

8.  They're violent peoplc,  I  think.

9. They're so mean. They cor.rnt every penny.

10. They talk with their  hands.

I  l .  They ' re  bad dr ivers .

12. They're al l  r ich.

13. They always want things done their  way.

14. The women are beautiful.

15. They're al l  b londe-haired and blue-eyed.

Do you think your discussion would have offended
people from any of the countries you have been
talking about? Do you mind i f  your country is
talked about in the same way?

7. honest

8. gent le

9. pat ient

1 0 .  f u n

1 l .  exc i tab le

12.  d is tan t

g. impatient

h. warm

i.  bor ing

j .  dishonest

k. aggressive

l .  calm

How do you think people from other countries see
people from your country? Would they use any of
the adjectives above?
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Cheating on your partner

Discussion
Work in pairs or smal l  groups. Which of the fol lowing do you consider to be cheat ing?

1. Your partner f l i r t ing with another person.
2. Your partner having fantasies about a fr iend of yours.
3. Your partner having fantasies about a celebri ty.
4. Your partner kissing another person after a few drinks at a party.
-5. Your partner going to bed with another person after a fcw drinks at a party.
6. Your partner frequent ly having coffee with another person and sharing int imate thoughts and

dreams with this person.

What do you think of internet chatrooms? Are they just fantasy or are they part reality?

Reading
Read the art ic le and answer this quest ion:

tMould you stdy with your husband/wife/partner if this happened to you?

CYBER-CHEATS BEWARE
Soon after getting the computer, Jennifer's husband,

Simon,  (not  thei r  real  names) s tar ted us ing the

internet  n ight ly .  At  f i rs t ,  she d idn ' t  worry.  But  soon he

was spending more and more t ime in the home

of f ice,  s i t t ing at  h is  computer  long into the n ight .  He

stopped coming to bed with her and sometimes

would even sleep on the office sofa. A few times sne

even caught  h im sneaking s i lent ly  out  of  thei r  bed in

the middle of the night to go to the office computer.

At  f i rs t  she thought  he was s imply addicted to the

in te rne t  o r  even  b rows ing  th rough  on - l i ne

pornography.  But  when Simon star ted turn ing down

sex,  Jenni fer  got  suspic ious.

"He'd never not wanted to have sex before," says

Jenni fer .  
"That  was a new th ing.  And I  d idn ' t  th ink i t

was because he was up a l l  n ight  v is i t ing news s i tes.

I  knew something was wrong."

With suspic ions on fu l l  a ler t  she star ted going

through Simon's drawers and trouser pockets. She

found noth ing.  Then she went  to the computer ,

looked through h is  f i les and found the answer:

Simon was having an e-mai l  a f fa i r  wi th a woman in

another part of the country.

" l  was devastated,"  she admits .  " l  never  imagined my

husband would ever  cheat  on me."

But  is 'cyber-cheat ing '  s t i l l  cheat ing?

"Yes ,  de f i n i t e l y , "  says  one  mar r i age  gu idance

counsel lor .  "From a psychological  point  of  v iew,  i t

doesn' t  mat ter  i f  i t  was real  or  imagined -  in  both

cases the marriage has been damaged in the same

way."

Not  a l l  professionals in  the f ie ld of  fami ly  psychology

agree.  " l t 's  r id icu lous and dangerous to t ry  and

monitor the thoughts and fantasies of your partner,"

warns one psychologist. "We are bombarded with

images of attractive people by the media on a daily

basis .  l t 's  imoossib le not  to  fantas ise.  The internet  is

a place for people to carry out those fantasies in a

safe and unharmful way. lf, as a result, there is a

cr is is  in  the marr iage fo l lowing an episode of  in ternet

in f idel i ty ,  then i t  is  only  a symptom of  something that

was a l ready wrong in the re lat ionship,  and not

necessarily a direct result of the cyber affair."

This is, of course, of no comfort to Jennifer, who is

f i l ing for  d ivorce.  " l  actual ly  saw the in t imate th ings

he wrote to her. He really hurt me and I know that I

wi l l  never  be able to t rust  h im asain."
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True or false?
Read the text again and mark the following statements true (T) or false (F):

l .Jennifer got suspicious because Simon started coming home late.
2. Jenr-rifer discovered Simon's internet affair by accident.
3. Psychologists agree that an internet affair is damaging to any relationship.
4. Jennifer and Simon are divorcing.
5.Jennifer knows what Simon and his lover 'said' to each other.

Did Simon cheat on Jennifer? Discuss this quest ion in smal l  groups. Then take a class vote.

Language
ln English we often use expressions to describe serious or taboo matters in an indirect way. These
expressions are cal led 'euphemisms. ' ln the text below, underl ine the f ive euphemisms that real ly mean
to have sex with someone.

"l've always been more or less faithful to my girlfriend. OK, OK, once I had a

one-night stand with a girl at the office. But we were both drunk. I'm not the

kind of guy to sleep around. I  mean, kissing another person is one thing, but

actually going to bed with them is another story. I don't know how I could

look myself in the mirror knowing I had been intimate with another woman.

The same goes for my girlfriend. If I knew she had been with another man, I

couldn't let the relationship go on. A very important trust would have been

broken."

l f  you are a man, do you have a simi lar v iew to the man above?
lf you are a woman, would you be happy to have this man as your partner or not? Give your reasons.

Discussion
You and your partner,  Chris,  l ive together.  One night you come home and f ind the fol lowing accidental ly
left on the computer:

<<Chris>> I  real ly love chatt ing with you.
<<Lonely>> Me too. When are you going to send me your picture?
<<Chris>> I ' l l  have to scan one. I 'm not very photogenic.
<<Lonely>> It doesn't matter. I l ike you for you. You make me feel special.
<<Chris>> Yeah, you make me feel special ,  too. I  had a dream about you last night.

<<Lonely>> You did? What about?
<<Chris>> Hmmm. I  think I 'd better not say.

What would you do next?

a. sit down at the computer and see if there are more e-mails like this?
b. confront your partner straightaway?
c. give them 'the silent treatment' until they ask what is wrong?
d. pack your bags and leave?
e. have a good laugh about it and tell your partner to grow up?

Or would you do something else?

Does this e-mai l  interact ion tel l  you anything about the state of your relat ionship with Chris?

What about the state of this internet relationship? (How serious is it? How long has it probably been
going on?)
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Are you happy with your body?

Discussion
You bump into a woman fr iend in town. You knew she was thinking of having breast implants and you
can see that she has obviously had the operat ion. What do you say to her?

r l .  Nothing. I t 's too embarrassing.
b. " \7ow. Those look great!  How much did they cost?"
c. "Wow. I 'n"r  surpr ised you can stand up straight!"
d. Something else.

ls plast ic surgery popular in your country? ls i t  expensive?
Do you think people who have plast ic surgery are too concerned about their  looks?

Reading
Read through the art ic le and answer this quest ion:

Is there tt similar trend in your country?

YOUNGER PLASTIC SURGERY PATIENTS

Surgeons at clinics specialising in plastic surgery
are reporting increasingly younger patients,
according to a report released recently by the
National Association of Plastic Surgery in the
United States.
"They want to look like the people they see in
films or the models they see in magazines. It's
becoming an obsession," said one doctor in a
beauty clinic in California. "Last week we had a
woman in here who, at 30, said she was looking
too old and wanted a facelift. I told her to come
back and see me in 15 years."

The average age for patients undergoing plastic
surgery over the last year was 32, down from 34
just the year before. In England recently, a 15-
year-old girl was in the news for announcing that
her parents were going to pay for breast
enlargements as her 16th birthday present.

Her mother said, "If it makes her happy and
gives her more chance of success in life, then
what is the problem?" Though women still
dominate the plastic surgery scene, men are
growing increasingly concerned with their
physical appearance and are doing something
about it. According to the report, men now make
tp 39Va of all surgeries performed - that's an
increase of nearly 20Vo from last year.

One man, who wished to remain anonymous,
said he got his liposuction - removal of excess
fat - after pressure from his wife. "She's a very
athletic woman and, well,I enjoy a good steak."

Liposuction tops the list of plastic surgery
performed on men, followed by hair implants
and breast reduction. For women the top order is
still breast enlargement, followed by liposuction
and facelifts.

Read through the art ic le again and answer these quest ions:

l .  Why arc younger people turning to plast ic surgery?
2. Why did the cloctor refuse plast ic surgery to one pat ienr?
3. Why is plast ic surgery now more popular with men?
4. Whv c- l id thc man have l iposuct ion?

Discussion
Do you think the number of men who want plast ic surgery wi l l  eventual ly equal,  or even surpass, the
number of women?

Read again what the mother of the 1S-year-old gir l  said. Do you agree with her?
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Language
Match these types of plastic surgery solutions to the problems below:

breast enlargement
bair impldnt

rhinoplasty (nose job)
uaricose uein remctudl

facelift
tummy tuck

4. " l  hate being f lat-chested. The boys at school
used to cal l  me ' i roning-board' .  Imagine!
I think I have a pretty face but I don't feel
confident about myself from the chin down.
I  would l ike to feel  good about wearing a t ight
sweater or a low-cut dress."

5. " l  used to have such a youthful ,  v ibrant-
looking face. Now my skin just sags. I  think
I look twice my age."

6. "No matter what I  do, my bel ly st icks out.
I think it has something to do with my posturc.
I f  I  could just get a f lat  stomach, I  wouldn' t
feel  so bad about looking at myself  s ideways in
the mirror."

1. "This thing on my face is an atroci ty.  I 'm
surpr ised birds don't  s i t  on i t  or that l ightning
doesn't  str ike i t  in thunderstorms."

2. "1 hir te them. I  can' t  wear shorts or a bikini
because they st ick olr t ,  especial ly on the back
of my t l -r ighs. They're the ugl iest things I 've
ever seen and they're gett ing worse every year
bccausc I  havc bad circulat ion."

3. " l  started receding real ly badly at the age of
23. My wife says she doesn't  mind, but I  hate
i t .  I  meirn, I 'm not completely bald or anything,
but I  constant ly wear hats and basebal l  caps
becirusc I 'm so sel f-conscious about i t .  I  could
ncvcr wcar a wlg.

Which of the above treatments are most popular in your country? Are there any other ones that were not
mentioned?

lf you had the problems above and plenty of money, would you have the surgery? Tell your partner what
you would do for each problem.

Discussion
ln a survey of 37,500 gir ls aged 12 to 15, more than half  l isted appearance as their  biggest worry.

What do you think is the reason for this? ls it a worrying statistic?

Are you happy with your size and weight? ls there a part  of  your body that you would l ike to change
(i .e.  make smal ler,  make bigger)?

Here is an alternative point of view from a culture where people take a different view of size:
" l  must  ea t  so  l ' l l  be  fa t  and peop le  won ' t  laugh a t  my f igure , "  exp la ins  one o f  the
women in  a  fa t ten ing  room in  Ca labar ,  Southern  N iger ia .  "Nobody w i l l  mar ry  me i f
I  don' t  get fat ter."  Women come from al l  over Nigeria to put on extra pounds at these
fattening rooms. "We can make any woman obese," boasts the owner. "They wi l l
ge t  a  husband a f te r  the i r  s tay  here ,  no  prob lem."  The women eat  a l l  day  and avo id
mov ing  so  they  don ' t  burn  o f f  any  ca lo r ies .  " l t ' s  a  b i t  t i r ing  ea t ing  a l l  the  t ime,  bu t  I
know when lcome out  lw i l l  be  a t t rac t i ve ,  hea l thv  and beaut i fu l , "  sa id  the  woman
we spoke to.

Do you think i t  wi l l  be fashionable to be fat  one day?

Taboos and /ssues Are you happy with your body?



lmmigration and racism

Reading
Read the article and decide if these sentences are true (T) or false (F):

1. The villagers don't mind that the refugees are living nearby.
2. t - i t t le Hurl ing was the only place the refugees could go.

Discussion
Discuss these quest ions in smal l  groups:

1. What different ethnic groups are there in
2. \Where h:rve they come from and why?
3. Does your country offer help to refugees?

ASYLUM SEEKERS
There was trouble yesterday

in the vi l lage of Li t t le

Hur l ing  in  Kent  as  150

Kosovar refugees arrived to

stay in the Hurling Business

Centre just outside the

vi l lage. Local people, upset

that no one had spoken to

them before sending the

refugees there, held a protest

meeting in the vi l lage hal l .
"We are a tolerant group of
people in Little Hurling," said

Major Ronald Smythe, who

has lived in the village for 25

years. "We are happy that the
government has offered

assistance to these people and

your town /  regloni

If so, are you happy that your taxes help to support them?

provided accommodation for

them. But Little Hurling is

not the place they should be.

It would be better if they were

in a large town or city."

Amanda Parker-White, 52,

leader of the village

committee, said: "There is no

entertainment here, no

cinema, no library, and only

one small village shop. The

point is:  what are these

people going to do?"

Basil Lloga, a spokesman for

the refugees, said: "I am sure

the villagers are not

discriminating against these

people. Most of them have

come here as genuine asylum

seekers. They are afraid that

if they return home, they will

be killed or persecuted. After

the terrible time they have

had in their own country, they

need some peace and quiet to

help them recover."
"Unfortunately, there was no

time to talk to the villagers",

said Kim Thompson of the

government's Refugee Action

Group. "We only found out

the refugees were arr iv ing

this morning and there was

nowhere else for them to go.

We very much hope the

villagers will welcome them

and accept them into the

community."

Read the art ic le again and answer these quest ions:

1.Vhy do the villagers think Little Hurling is nor a good place for refugees?
2. Why might it be a good place for refugees, according to Basil Lloga?
3. Why did nobody talk to the villagers first?

Discussion
1. Do you think the villagers are being honest about their reasons for wanting the

If  not,  what do you think the real reasons are?
2. How do you think the villagers in a small village in your country would react i{

sent to l ive nearby?
3. How would you personal ly react?

refugees elsewhere?

150 refugees were
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Language 1
Match the words on the left with the words on the

r ight:

1 �  asy l r " rm
2. border
3. cconotnic
4 .  i l l ega l
-5. irnmigration

Complete this text
exercise above:

Folkrwing the discovery of f i f ty (6) .  .  .
.  .  .  in the back of a lorry at Calais

,vesterday, thc government has ordered stricter

secr.rr i ty at  (7) .  and has

w a r n e d ( 8 )  . . .  . . . . t o b e
vigi lant.  "Sfe i l re very wi l l ing to help genuine
( 9 )  . . .  . . . . , " s a i d a
govcrnment ministeq "but these people are just

( 1 0 )  . .  . . . \ w e
cannot al lo lv just anyone into the country '"

a.  migrants
b. immigrants
c. controls
d. of f ic ials
e. seekers

with expressions from the

Language 2
Now look at this sentence from the text:

The point is: wbat are tbese people going to do?

Look at these other expressions with point.

Decide if you would use them to agree (A)' to

disagree (D) or to partially agree (P).

l .  Yes ,  I  see  your  po in t .

2 . I  take  your  po in t  bu t  . . .

3 .  I  agree  up  to  e  po in t .

4.  That 's a good point.

5.  No, you're missing the point.

6.  That 's not the point.

7. I  can' t  see your point at  al l .

8 .  Thar 's  exac t ly  the  po in t .

Discussion
Work in pairs. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the points of view below? The expressions

in Language 2 may be helPful .

I don't mind the refugees.
Tbey really need helP, but I

don't see wby we sh<tuld let

anyone else into the crnntrY,
thougb.

Asylum seekers dre asylum
seekers. They are desPerate
women, men and children.
You neuer know - ue
could be in their situaticttt
one day.

'We 
shctuld be

proud that sct
many lteople
would l ike to
liue in our
country.

A lot ctf these refugees are
Muslims. Wouldn't it be
hetter if tbel' u'snY 7. t
Muslim country where they
u'oLrld feel more at home?

I dctn't see tt,hy my taxes
should supl)ort people

irctttr otber countries. I ' l l
nerer gct anl,thing from
thei r  country,  u i l l  I?

Wdre already
doing enougb in this
country. \X/hy can't
other countries dct
more?

There dren't enctttgh iobs
f , t r  lo td l  pcol t lc ;s  i /  ls .
'We 

cttrt ' t hdt,e people front
otber corrntries taking our
jobs.

V/e haue lots of menidl
johs that no one udnts to

do. We need immigrants
to come and do this w<trk.
Let them come, I say.
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Changing sex

Language and discussion
Put words from the list into the diagram below, according to whether you think these character traits are
predominantly male, or female, or both male and female. Use a dictionary if necessary.

pttssionate
rttl,sterious emotional
rlct'iotts straightforward sympathetic louing

Talk about your choices in small groups. For exampl e: "women tend to be more sensitiye than men.,,
(Notice 'tend to' makes your statement less definite.)

reckless
logical

practical
reliable

senslttue
talkatiue
efficient

agSressrue
maniltulatiue
intuitiue

Reading
Read the art ic le below and answer these quest ions:
l .  Why wars Lisir  Jones banned from the pub?
2. \ f i l l  she go back to the pub now?

LANDLORD PAYS OUT OVER TRANSSEXUAL BAN
The British pub landlord has who has been living as a f-emale
always had the right to choose for the last lg months, hacl never
who he serves drinks to. But that gone to the Jacob's well as a
right may have ended yesterday man but started going recentry
when David Woodheid, landlord with a tr iend.
of the Jacob's Wel l  pub in Af ier her f i rst  appearance.
Honley, West Yorkshire, decided customers began to feel
to remove his ban on customer uncomfortable about sharing
Lisa Jones rather than face a conversations with her. women
court case and charges o1' sexual customers in particular were
d isc l im in l t i on . unhappy that she was using the
Mr Woodhead had banned Ms laclies' toilet. Although living as
Jones. a transsexual, because she a woman, she has not had a sex
made his regular customers feel change operation.
uncomfortable as they sat at the Mr wooclhead said, "l had to do
bar of his small vi l lage pub. 43- something. My job is ro make
year-o ld Ms Jones.  a 182-  sure that  the major i ty  of  the
cc 'nt imetre- ta l l  fa ther  of  two,  customers enioy what  thev have

Changing sex

come for." After the ban. Jones
took the landlord to court on
the grounds of  sexual
d iscr iminat ion.  Mr Woodhead
settled out of court, paying Jones
f  1000 compensat ion and g iv ing

her a letter of apology and an
invitation to return to the pub.

Yesterday Ms Jones said the
decision was "bri l l iant" but she
would not be returning to the
pub.  " l  know I 'm ta l l , "  she said,
"and my voice is not as feminine
as it should be. but I hadn't done
anything to upset the regulars.
I 've never  f 'e l t  so insul ted."

Taboos and /ssues



True or false?
Mark these sentences true (T) or false (F):

1. Lisa Jones has been going to the Jacob's 'Wel l  s ince she was 18.
2. Ms.Jones made both the men and women customers feel  uncomfortable.
3. Ms -f  orres cloes not sound l ike a woman.

Discussion
Discuss these quest ions in pairs or groups:

l .  Was the landlord r ight to ban Lisa Jones? Why? 
'Sfhy 

not?
2. l f  you were a regular customer, how would you have fel t  about Ms Jones being in the pub?
3. Do l .or.r  think i t  makes any di f ference that Ms Jones has not had a sex change operat ion?

Language
The words below wi l l  help you in the discussion that fol lows. You can use them to descr ibe how you
might feel  or react in a part icular s i tuat ion. Check any words you do not know in your dict ionary.

plcased ttnconcerned understanding supportiue sympathetic
unbarrdssed shocked uncomfortable upset
concerned angty indignant worried

4. You have been out a few times with a member
of the opposite sex. You have seen a couple of
films together and been out for drinks a few
times. You get on very well and find this
person quite attractive. You go out for dinner
together one evening and (s)he tel ls you that
(s)he is transsexual.

5. You have offered an important iob in your
company to a well-qualified woman who
performed very well at interview. She accepts
the job and at the same t ime she says: "Perhaps

I should tell you that until three years ago I
was  a  man. "

6. Your best f r iend suddenly tel ls you that (s)he is
going to have a sex change operat ion. This
is a complete surpr ise as your fr iend has never
told you of any worries about gender identity.

awkuard
intrigued

Discussion
Work in pairs.  Discuss how you would feel  and what you would do in the fol lowing si tuat ions. The words
above may help you.

l .  A close fr iend is about to get marr ied. You
have met their  f ianc6(e) and l ike them very
much. A week before the wedding your friend
tcl ls you (s)he is actual ly marrying a
tr i rnssexual.
('\Wtuld it make any difference if your friend is
ct tndn marrying a transsexudl woman or a
ruonlon marrying d trdnssexual man?)

2. You are si t t ing in a bar at a table on your own.
A woman comes and si ts at the same table and

,volr start chatting. After a while you notice that
shc has very big hands, rather a deep voice and
obviously shaves.

.1. One of your friends is having a party. She rings
yolr  up and tel ls you that al l  the men have to
clress as woffren ar-rd all the women have to
dress i ts men.

Transsexuality, gender and sex: Although the terms are often considered interchangeal:le, gender and
-ssrc firc ve ry diffcrent things. Sex is physical; gender is a part of your identity. A transsexual is someone
whosc phvsical  ser is in opposit ion to their  gender ident i ty so, for example, someone who has a male
body can say " l  feel  I  am a woman". A common treatment for this condit ion is to change the person's
ph;-sical  ser by an operat ion and hormone treatment.
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ls this news?

Discussion
Look at two people's opinions on television news. which person do you most agree with?"The publ ic has a r ight to know what 's happening. I  think they should nor cur our anyrhing. pcople
arrc mature enough to take in the real i ty of  what happens in the world every day., ,"TV news sometimes seems more l ike a show. They want a bigger audience so they shgw shocking orprovocirtive images. TV news shor-rld report rhe news, not try io shock people.,,
Can you think of a recent example of something sensat ional appearing on the news?

Reading
Read the let ter and answer this quest ion:
Does the wrirer have a point or is (s)he berng roo sensit ive?

TO THE PRODUCER(S) AT CHANNET S

Dear Sirs,

I must say that I was shocked and outraged by your broadcast of the images of the
Concorde crash last week. was it really necessary to show the plane actually going
down? This was prime-time television. Did it not occur to you ih"t there are children
watching at B o'clock in the evening? My 7-year-old little girl didn,t sleep for three
nights! The images stil l haunt me now as they will for a long time, I am sure. How dare
you traumatise people,s lives like that!
I am a responsible parent who believes that it is the job of news agencies to report the
news without showing unnecessarily sensational or graphic images simply to attract
viewers. The terrible things that happen in the world are not meant to be used as
entertainment nor to increase your ratings.
You can be sure that I will no longer be watching your television news broadcast and I
will be encouraging all my friends and reratives to boycott it too.

Yours faithfully,

Chris Hale

Discussion
t ' which one of the factors below do you think most motivated the parent to write the letter?

The time of the brctadcast.

i
!
I

I
I

I

I
I

The fact that tbe images showed people dying.
The fact that children were watchins.
The fact that the images *rr, ,rrrrrrrory.
Tbe srspicion that tbe images were used to imltroue the station,s

2. would the sirme factor have motivated you to write a lerter?
3. Do you agree with the parent? \fhylwhy not?
4. Do yo, think a lemer like this one would have any effect on
5. Do yor-r think the parent who wrore the letter is a father or a

27 ls this news?
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the producers of the
mother? Why?

news programmc?
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Discussion
Work in groups of three or four. You are a team of news editors at a national television station. The news
programme is broadcast during prime time when children will be watching. Look at today's possible

stories and decide together whether the images should be broadcast or not. lf they cannot be broadcast
at pr ime t ime, could they be shown in the late news, or should the f i lm cl ips be censored completely?

1. Protest: images of protesters and activists 7. Special report on drinking and driving: film

being excessively beaten by pol ice. c l ips of the scene of ser ious accidents caused

. by drunken drivers, including images of dead
2. Fashion show: hot fashion designer,  Roberto bodies and famil ies of the vict ims.

Nudo, shows his new line of transparent
evening wear - most of the models' bodies can 8. Bank robbery caught on film: policeman shot

be seen - almost as i f  they were wearing dead. The camera shows a pool of  blood on

norhing. the floor of the bank next to the body.

3. Report on violence in films: examples of 9. Middle East conflict: child shot dead when

violent scenes from current blockbuster caught in crossfire between Israeli and

movies which have been criticised for having Palestinian soldiers - pictures of the dead

roo much violence. child being carried by his father and mother.

10.Freak weather:  a large wave drags ten people

into the sea - caught on home-video.

11.Report  on the safety of the meat trade:

scenes showing pigs, cows and sheep being

slaughtered in abattoirs.

12.Ice hockey: a player is left blind in one eye

after an attack by another player. The slow-

motion camera shows exactly how it

happened in graphic detai l .

g. shot
h. caught in .  .  .
i. freak
j .  the meat .
k. left . . . in one eye
l .  i n .  . . d e t a i l

Discussion
Which countries today have censorship of the press and television? Why?

Has your country ever had censorship? When? Why?

Do you think the internet wi l l  make censorship a thing of the past?

4. Suicide: a relatively unknown politician

commits suicide by shooting himself in the
head - al l  caught on f i lm.

5. War: fighting breaks out in a sensitive region

of the world, graphic images of casualties on
both sides.

6. Pr ison r iot :  a r iot  erupts in a large
overcrowded prison; images include the
decep i ta t ion  o f  th ree  inmates .

Report  your decisions to the class.

Language
Complete these expressions with words from above:

a .  e x c e s s i v e l y . . .  b y p o l i c e
b .  a r e l a t i v e l y . . .  p o l i t i c i a n
c .  f i g h t i n g  . . . o u t
d .  a s e n s i t i v e . . .  o f  t h e w o r l d
e .  a l a r g e  . . . p r i s o n
f .  . . . . . . . .  c l i n s
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The right to die

Reading
In pairs or smal l  groups'  read the fol lowing si tuat ions and discuss the quest ions below each one:

l �  T h e
2. Thc
3.  Thc
4. The

Which
Do you

. l  
.  A lan Jones,  aged 78,  had a second st roke three

weeks ago.  He has severe bra in damage and h is
condi t ion is  get t ing worse.  At  the request  of  h is
daughter ,  a nurse stops g iv ing h im oxygen unt i l  h is
he.- r r t  s tops.  The nurse then star ts  g iv ing oxygen
again.  People th ink that  Mr Jones d iecJ natura l ly .
L; r ter ,  Mr jones 'daughter  te l ls  a f r iend what
happened.  The f r iencl  is  marr ied to a pol ice of f icer .
As a resul t ,  the pol ice charge the nurse wi th murder .

Do you feel that the nurse has committed a crime?
Do you feel that the daughter has committed a crime?
What punishments, if any, should be given?

2.  Eighty-seven-year-o ld Al ice Wel ler  broke her  h ip a
year ago.  She was taken to hospi ta l  where,  dur ing
an operat ton to repai r  her  h ip,  her  hear t  s topped.
Al though resusci tated,  she had severe bra in damage
and the doctors fe l t  that  she had lost  conscrousness
tota l ly  and permanent ly .  They therefore wished to
swi tch otT her  l i fe-support  machine.  Mrs Wel ler ,s
fanr i ly ,  however,  objectec l  s t rongly,  saying that  she
was extremely re l ig ious and fe l t  that  only  Cod hacj
the r ight  to  rake l i fe  away.

What do you think the doctors should do?
Do you think Mrs Weller,s family have the right to
keep her  a l ive?

painless ki l l ing of a pat ient who is suffer ing from an incurabre
act ion of k i l l ing oneself  del iberately.
i l legal,  del iberate ki l l ing of a human being.
cr ime of k i l l ing a person i l legal ly bur nor intent ional ly.
of these are crimes in your country?
agree with the law as it is at the moment?

Discussion
Work in pairs. Match these words to the definitions below:

st,ticide murder manslaughter euthanasia

and painful  disease.

3. Antonia james, aged 24, suffered severe, irreversible
bra in damage in a road accident  s ix  weeks ago ancl
has not  regained consciousness.  She is  breath ing on
her own but  being fed through a tube.  Her parents
feel  that  Antonia 's  ex is tence is  no more than a l iv ing
nightmare.  They want  the doctor  to  s top feeding her
so that  she wi l l  d ie and they can bury her .  The
doctor  refuses,  saying that  food and f lu ids are nor
'medical  

t reatment ,but  the basic  necessi t ies of  l i fe .
Who do you feel is right - the doctor or the parents?
Who should make this decision - Antonia,s parents?
The doctors? A court of law?

4 .  M ike  O 'B r i en ,  aged  58 ,  has  te rm ina l  cance r .  He  i s
no longer able to l ive a normal  l i fe  and is  of ten in
great  pain.  He has a lways said that  when th is
happened,  he would take h is  own l i fe .  However,  ne
is  now so weak that  he cannot  open the bot t les of
p i l ls  he wants to take.  His son opens the bot t le  for
h im .  M ike  takes  the  p i l l s  and  d ies  peace fu l l y .  The
doctor  is  surpr ised at  Mike,s sudden death,  real ises
what  has happened and informs the pol ice.  The
pol ice arrest  the son for  help ing h is  father  to commit
su  i c  i de .

ls the doctor right to inform the police?
ls the son guilty of committing a crime?

I
t
I

I

I
1
I

I
I

Discussion
with a partner consider each pat ient in the si tuat ions above. what would you wanr to happen to you?Would yolr  wanr to die i f  you had a simi lar condit ion?
Now consic ' ler the family members in each si tuat ion. r fould you have done the same rhing?

28 The right to die 
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Life and death
Look at these phrases from the texts:

He is no longer able to live a normal life,
The doctor is surprised at Mike's sudden death.

Add /ife or death to the following words. Five can use both.

1 .  a  b u s y
2. an exci t ing
.1. a horr ible
4 .  ins tan t
-5. a natural
6. a peaceful
7. a prematurc
8 .  a  fu l l
9. a lor-rely

Look again at the 5 expressions which take both life and death. Discuss the difference in meaning
between them. For example, a horrible life and a horrible death.

Discussion
Discuss the fol lowing quest ions in pairs or smal l  groups:

10. a var ied
11.  a  sudden
12. a tragic
13.  a  long
14.  a  hard
15. an unexpected
16. a rewarding
17.  a  s low
18.  a  v io len t

1. A man has been in pr ison for murder for 30
ycars :rnd will remain there for the rest of his
life. Hc refuses to eat and says that he wants to
die. Should he be al lowed to die?

2. The wife of a close friend has died recently.
Your friend has been terribly upset since her
deiltl-r. In a conversation with him you begin to
suspect that he is thinking of taking his own
l i fe.  \7hat would you do?

3. A close fr iend is in hospital  suffer ing from an
incurable disease and in a lot  of  pain. He asks
you to br ing him in some pi l ls f rom his home
so that he can end his life with dignity. \ilhat
would you do?

Discussion

4. A woman terrorist was found guilty of planting
a bomb which ki l led 20 people. She has been
sent to prison for 20 years. She now refuses to
eat and says that she is not gui l ty.  Should she
be al lowed to die or should she be kept al ive?

5. You are staying in a hotel with a rooftop
swimming pool. You go up to the pool one
morning and find a woman standing on top of
the wall around the outside of the building,
about to jump off .  What would you do?

6. You are 85. You are starting to suffer from
senile dementia. You watched your father die a
horrible death from the same thing. Are you
going to suffer in the same way or ... ?

Work in pairs or smal l  groups. Read the text and discuss the quest ions below:

In British law, a person has the right to refuse treatment, provided he or she is fully
competent to make that decision. If a patient is not able to ask for or refuse treatment
(because, for example, they are unconscious) then a doctor can decide not to give
treatment. If a doctor decides to do this. it is sood medical oractice to consult the
pat ien t ' s  re la t i ves .

1. Do you feel these laws are reasonable?
2. Are they the same in your country?

Four types of euthanasia
Suicide: ki l l ing yourself.  In the UK it  is i l legal to help someone commit suicide.
Voluntary euthanasia: when someone asks to die. They may not be able to commit suicide so they
need help or thev may not be able to ask to die, but they have left  instruct ions.
Involuntary euthanasia: This is when someone has not actual ly asked to die. However, they are ki l led
so that thev do not have to suffer any more.
Non-voluntary euthanasia: ki l l ing someone who is not able to ask to l ive or die. For exarnple, they
nrieht be in a long-ternr coma.

Iaboos and /ssues The right to die



Old enough to be her grandfather!

Discussion
Which of these relat ionships do you think are OK? Discuss in smal l  groups:

1. A 25-year-old rnan with a 4O-year-old woman.
2. A 17-year-old man with a 4O-year-old woman.
3. A 40-year-old man with a 17-year-old woman.
4. An 80-year-old man with an 18-year-old woman.
Do you know anyone in a relat ionship with a much older or younger person?
Can you think of any famous people in a relat ionship l ike this?

Reading
Read this letter to 'Beth's advice column' in a magazine. Decide what advice you would give before
reading the reply.

bera. Be,tk,

l'm aotliag to a,t/" l* ry a&tice et n7lf,J/roz'a raalt aek/auaahlp.
/l4r/ lFll"er tt 58 fr.,ut oU at4/ /4e /td i-d tt4arr,tbl a fi4l*tt uro.lna*t
o/ al 'l/ai't nen'wt ru1 a'te@la i4 dpuarL @ W t/tc,*t. ne!
S/.,p a (f/r loo re lfrt /""tt. l4? |f"f/"")r tez,*tt to le /4aff4 rrriJ/.
/oel, l^J t'ru d"r,w l/,al alp'd. i-tJ "nil" /r"t" 1p4 t/n raurztT. 147

lFJJ"rrL tt a uz1 utee/J/4r/ tr.,- aa/ t dot4'l f/"irr./" /n cc,a 4pp /4a,u tdl-

ry lh,r.l twttnn 4"alf,f tt. I cc,n'l i,or,tt l,/ah/4 rlJ ilra ""rA do
,"af/rJr4q. M4aJ d/4auld t lo?

eure'taed Su

Now read the reply. Do you agree with the advice?

Seat eue'zneX, 8u'
'l/au a/.nr/d aeeUtl frr? k 1* /r..ln4tl lorr r/n/, /pl/r"rL. J/n /r*t o
c/'ta't"p a/ a ncrn 1+ "t il llid. "rotnr,n a /44il,uq /ti.t ttta]rp l/* /tal

*1t r f f i f f i - f f i * f f i i l tp4 '4 ' t
tz4alltuhl o/ a awrc,n kicp /4er r.?". ,4rA fn,f t4of h ilrir"/. "1, b ^
,7n.n'tlzqz*athet' /tal opte ll/n o on rr rn"rolten al l/* la,44r/,?. 7rr/
atuwliat lptt a/4/,1nr:n2 ttote il4.r4jr,ltl /ph l/r.tt *t",r.rt aot"ne ol
dd4'Lt ora/ a.aprtnttota ilnf t1u.rtt.lpt/r"r, /,nt i,n /"tL lr/p.

BeJh

Who do you side with - the son or the father?

True or false?
Write true (T) or false (F) after each statement below:

1. The marr iage is a fair ly new one.
2. The son has evidence that his father's wife is after his money.
3. Beth is in favour of giving the marriage a chance.
4. Beth is general ly against marr iages in which one person is much older than the other.

4

{

1
1q
{

Iq
I
Ia

d
hf

I'l
,1'1
Arf
Ia
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Language 1
There are many different types of relationship.
Which of the fol lowing col locat ions could you
use to descr ibe the relat ionship you read about
earl ier?

| .  r t  c r tsu l l  re l : t r ionsh ip
?. rrn ertramari tal  relat ior-rship
3. a br-rsiness rclat ionship
4. i r  doomed relat ionship
-5. a platonic relat ionship
6. a romrrnt ic relat ionship
7 .  I  sc rur r l  rc l i r r io r rsh ip
8. a love-hate relat ionship

Match three of the expressions above with the
fol lowing meanings:

rr .  a relat ionship between a marr ied man and
somcone not his wife

b. a relat iorrship with no future, which is going
nowhere

c. a close rclat ionship between two fr iends, which
is not sexurr l

Discussion

Language 2
Look at this sentence from the second letter:

Just because she's young, it doesn't mean
they hdue nothing rn common.

Match the two halves of these sentences:

1 .  Just because he's r ich,
2.Just because she didn' t  go to universi ty,
3 .  Jusr  because he 's  go t  a  n ice  car .
4. Just because he's 70,
5.Just because you don't  l ike her,
6. Just because her last husband died in very

susp ic ious  c i rcun ts ta r tces ,

a. i t  doesn't  mean he's r ich.
b. i t  doesn't  mean he's too old to get marr ied.
c.  i t  doesn't  mean she's after his money.
d. i t  doesn't  mean she's less intel l igent.
e. i t  doesn't  mean the same thing wi l l  happen to

your dad.
f .  i t  doesn't  mean you have to be unpleasant to

her.

Discuss the following question in pairs: Would you be concerned if one of your parents re-married
somebody twenty years younger? Use the expressions below to help you.

Well ,  i t  wor.r ld be OK as long as . . .
I 'n-r  total ly agir inst . . .
I 'm a l l  fo r  . . .
I  th ink  i t  a l l  depends on  . . .
Now work in pairs or smal l  groups and discuss your answers to the fol lowing:

1 .  At  what  age do you consider  someone is  o ld enough to:

begin going out with a boyfriend / girlfriend?
have sex?
g,et married?
have children?

At what  age are people too o ld for  the act iv i t ies above,  in  your  opin ion?

2.  ls  i t  general ly  bet ter  i f  people go out  wi th people of  a s imi lar  age? Why? Why not?

3.  What  advantages can there be for  a young man to have a re lat ionship wi th an o lder  woman?
Any d isadvantages?
What advantages can there be for  a younger woman to see an o lder  man? Any d isadvantages?

4.  Look at  th is  personal  adver t isement  f rom a newspaper:

Look ing  fo r  f un?  H i ,  l 'm  24  yea rs  o ld ,  5 ' 1O" ,115 lbs .  l 'm  a
model ,  very f i t ,  excel lent  body and very sensual .  l 'm looking
for  a man,  preferably a MUCH older  man who can help me
feed my expensive tastes. lf you know how to take care of
me, I know how to be very grateful. Box no.5497.

What  do you th ink about  a woman who p laces an adver t isement  l ike th is  one?
What do you th ink about  a man who answers th is  k ind of  adver t isement?

Taboos and /ssues OId enough to be her grandfather! 29



Big Brotherls watching!

Discussion
Do you think that your employer has the r ight to ask about your pr ivate l i fe? Tick ( /)  the quest ions you
think i t  is OK for an employer to ask:

What is your ntaritdl stdtus?
Do you haue children?
r\lbat is the highest leuel of formal education you haue achieued?
rYhat is your religion?
Haue you euer serued in the military?
Are yotr a member of a political party?
Do you suffer from any physical disabilities?
Do yott haue any serious diseases?
Hdue you euer been in prison?
Haue you euer been conuicted of a serious traffic offence?
Are 1,ou homosexual?
Hat,e you euer used drugs such as cannabis?

Reading
The art ic le below describes some issues about pr ivacy in the United States. ls your country simi lar?
Better or worse? In what ways?

Shhh... Someone might be l istening!

{

4

c
4c

Ever f ind yoursel f  watching,  the c lock at  work? Be
carefu l ,  i t  nray be watching you.  A recent  survey by the
Anrer ican Management Associat ion reveals that  32 per
cent  of  major  US f i rms record and keep t rack of
emp loyees ' commun ica t i ons  and  ac t i v i t i es  wh i l e  on  the
job.  Today's  h igh- tech min iature cameras,  for  example,
nrake i t  easy to keep an eye on you.
"You can put  them in a fan,  a smoke detector ,  a  l ight
swi tch,  you can put  them almost  anywhere,"  sa id one
private i nvestig,ator.
What 's  the benef i t?  " l t  keeps people honest , "  sa id the
di rector  of  secur i ty  at  a large reta i ler  in  Los Angeles.
"And i f  a  company f inds employees cheat ing on them
.rnd they take act ion,  they end up saving money."
And i t  doesn' t  s top at  v ideo cameras.  Moni tor ing
en rp loyees ' r . r se  o f  t he  i n te rne t  and  e -ma i l  i s  now
common pract ice.  A company recent ly  sacked more
than 20 employees for  sending e-mai ls  which the

company cal led " inappropr iate and of fensive."
The fact  is ,  our  personal  pr ivacy is  dccrcasing a l l  the
t ime.  Credi t  rat ing,  companies keep tabs on your
personal  f inancia l  h is tory f rom the day you get  your  f i rs t
credi t  card.  Anyone who has ever  used the in ternet
knows that  thei r  sur f ing habi ts  are constant ly  being
t raced  by ' cook ies ' .  Even  where  you  a re  a t  any
part icu lar  t ime wi l l  soon be easy to f ind out .  A l ready,
employee secur i ty  cards record when people enter  ancJ
leave bui ld ings.  Discount  supermarket  programs t rack
what  people buy,  where and when.  Cel l  phones,
handheld devices,  even car  navigat ion systems wi l l
soon have deta i led t rack ing abi l i t ies,  i f  thcy do not
a l ready have them.
" l t  a l l  seems l ike an in f r ingement  of  our  pr ivacy,"  sa id a
representat ive of  the Amer ican Right  to  Pr ivacy League.
"But  in  a way,  we are the ones who open the doors ancl
Iet  these people in . "

1. What is the writer's attitude towards decreasing personal privacy?

a. irngry b. warning c. enthusiastic d. neutral
2. What is the expression used in the last paragraph that means privacy is not respected?
3. Look at the text again and find words and expressions that mean 'to monitor'.

Discussion
l .Monitor ing people is good because " l t  keeps people honest."  Do you agree?
2. Would your employer get more work from you i f  you knew they were watching you?
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Language
Look again at the last sentence of the article:

"Btrt in it way, we ore the ones who oTten the doors and let these lteople in."

This statement expresses the idea that our pr ivate l ives are' inside' .  We also talk about information about
our private lives 'getting out'. Read the text below and underline more expressions that have the 'private'

inside'  and' information gett ing out '  ideas.

We rarely f ind out what goes on behind closed doors in pol i t ic ians'  l ives, but

news laot out last weekend that a senator has been having a two-year affair  with

her pLrblic relations manager. Despite efforts to keep the press out of her private

l i fe,  the senator 's affair  leaked out through several  rel iable sources. " l t 's t - tot  the

press's job to pry into the l ives of publ ic f igures," said the senator.  " I  feel  exposed

rrnd violated." Now that the relat ionship is out in the open, the senator has made

no effort to deny the affair, but added, "My husband hasn't been a saint, either."

Some soon-to-be-released inside information and photographs by unconf irmed

sources do seem to support  that c laim.

Now complete these expressions from the text:

Privacy and you
Work in pairs or smal l  groups and discuss what you would do in the fol lowing si tuat ions:

l . b e h i n c l  . . .  d o o r s
2. news got .  .
3 .  kcep the  press  ou t  o f  her .  .  .  .  .  .  .  l i fe

4. the affair  leaked .  .  .  .  .  .
5.  out in the
6 . . . .  . i n f o r m a t t o n

5. You own a shop and you suspect an
employee has been stealing cash from the

t i l l .  Do you:
a .  i n s t a l l  a  h i d d e n  c a m e r a ?
b.  ask  h im/her  i f  they  have any  f inanc ia l

o rob lems?
c.  conf ron t  h im/her  d i rec t l y?

6. You suspect your son might be using
drugs. Do you:
a .  ta lk  to  one o f  h is  f r iends?
b.  go  th rough h is  be long ings?
c .  g i v e  h i m  a  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  h o r r i b l e  t h i n g s

tha t  d rugs  can do  to  you?

7. You catch a colleague having sex in the
office with your boss. Do you:
a. report  i t  to the proper authori t ies?
b.  ask  your  co l league what  i t  was  l i ke?
c .  say  no th ing  and hope to  ca tch  them

a g a i n ?

B. You see a fr iend going into a lap-dancing
club one luncht ime. Do you:

a .  ask  h im i f  h is  w i fe  knows?
b.  jus t  p re tend you d idn ' t  see  h im?
c .  f o l l o w  h i m  i n ?

1. You accidental ly f ind your mother's diary.
Do you:
a. open it  and read every page?
b.  just  look for  some in terest ing b i ts?
c. feel tempted but put i t  back?

2. You suspect your partner is cheating on
you. Do you:
a.  go through h is /her  drawers and personal

th ings for  ev idence?
b.  dec ide to  ignore your  suspic ions and

trust  h im/her?
c.  confront  h im/her  d i rect ly?

3. A neighbour in the apartment building
across from you always gets undressed in
ful l  view of the window. Do you:
a. look the other way?
b .  phone  the  po l i ce?
c.  buy a b igger  lens for  your  camera?

4. You are using your boss's computer and
you see a f i le cal led 'salaries'.  Do you:
a. feel tempted but ignore i t?
b.  pr in t  the whole document  to  read la ter?
c. .  change your  sa lary  and te l l  your  boss

your  pay was wrong last  month?
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Anxiety and depression

Discussion
Read this information and discuss the questions below with a partner:

A recent medical survey in Britain revealed that 25,r/o of the
population saw no hope for the future and one in ten felt that life
was not worth living. Many teenagers were excessively worried
about their weight and general appearance. Approxim ately 25"/"
claimed they suffer from anxiety over their studies.

1. Are you surpr ised by these stat ist ics?
2. Are you basical ly happy with your l i fe?
3. When is the happiest you have ever been?
4. What is happiness?

Reading
Read through the article and answer this question - What exacfly is this man's problem?
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Read the article again and discuss these questions with a partner:
1. What seemed to be the man's problem?
2. 'What aspecrs of the man's l i fe did this problem affect?
3. Have you or anyone you know ever fel t  l ike him?
4. Who is Judy and what do you think she said to him?
5. 'What advice would you have given him?

31 Anxiety and depression

When I  was marr ied I  thought I  was
miserable because of my wife.  So, we got
d ivorced,  and then I  thought  th ings  wou ld
change. But I  was st i l l  depressed somehow.
Fr iends  used to  inv i te  me out ,  and though I
had no th ing  e lse  go ing  on ,  l ' d  te l l  them tha t
I  was  busy  or  tha t  I  had o ther  p lans ,  bu t  l ,d
just stay at home and watch TV or vegetate.
So,  then I  b lamed i t  on  my job .  I  used to
fan tas ise  about  jus t  leav ing  the  p lace .  I
started taking days off  s ick. My performance
went  downh i l l .  Bu t  I  cou ldn ' t  qu i t .  I  was
scared.  I  wou ld  wake up  in  the  midd le  o f
the  n igh t ,  jus t  l y ing  there  -  th ink ing .
Then a job opportunity came up at a
di f ferent company, and for a few months
I actual ly thought I  was gett ing better.  But
then i t  came back- with a vengeance.
I  started crying -  l i teral ly crying -  for no
reason a t  a l l ,  somet imes in  the  midd le  o f
the  day .  I  s ta r ted  ca l l ing  myse l f  names l i ke

's tup id 'and ' incompetent ' .  I  shu t  my
f r iends  ou t  and I  became genera l l y  use less .
Sometimes I  would go out to do a bi t  of
shopp ing  and I  wou ld  see happy coup les
walk ing  around -  some o f  them wi th
ch i ld ren  -  and then I  wou ld  fee l  even
worse. And so I  thought,  "That 's i t !  l 'm
lonely.  I  need a gir l f r iend." And so I  got on
the internet to try and meet people. And I
did. And for a few weeks I  actual ly thought
I  was gett ing better.  But i t  got worse.
I  started thinking about old age and death.
And pretty soon the things that used to
make me happy, things l ike nice weather
and a cal l  f rom a fr iend, started to seem
more l i ke  i r r i ta t ions .  L i fe  began fee l ing
pretty point less. I  think I  was on the verge
of  g iv ing  up  on  i t  a l l  when I  met  Judy .
The advice Judy gave me changed my l i fe
for the better,  and probably forever.  I  can' t
bel ieve the di f ference i t  has made.
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Language
Complete the sentences below with these words:

Discussion
Some mental conditions are controversial, with
some experts saying the problem is all in the
mind. Are the fol lowing condit ions real?

Chronic Fatigue Syndrome
perntanent tiredness caused by stress

Seasonal Affective Disorder
depression caused by long, dark winters

Post-traumatic stress disorder
persistent emotional problems after being
inuolued in a traumatic incident

Road rage
getting angry and possibly uiolent because rtf
the stress of mctdern driuing conditions

Mid-life crisis
a sudden crisis of confidence suffered by men
around the age of 45

low down
top weather

l .  Th ings  are  jus t  ge t t ing  me .  .  .  .
2.  He's not his .  sel f  at  al l .
-1. I 'm feel ing a bi t  under the .  .
4 . I 'm fee l ing  a  b i t  .  a t  the  moment .
5. Things are gett ing on .  .  .  .  of  me.
6.I 'm f incl ing l i fe .  .  .  .  .  .  at  the moment.
7 . I 'm .  a  lo t  o f  p ressure .
8 . I 'm no t  sure  I  can  .  much more .

Which sentence above is usual ly used to talk
about  phys ica l  ra ther  than emot iona l  o r
psychological  health?

Do any of these sentences apply to you or anyone
you know at the moment?

Reading
Read these ten t ips on how to be happy. Which do you think are genuinely helpful?

HAPPY HABITS
Ten proven ways to increase your happiness

Most people are unhappy because they choose to be. All they have to do is change their
minds and learn some new habits and their lives will change for ever. Here are ten habits
of happy people. Try them and experience the results for yourself.
. Act huppy - even if you don't feel it. A smiling face will get more smiles from others.
. Enioy the moment. Happiness is not produced by great things happening, but by

recognising all the little positive things that happen every day.
. Take control of your time. Happy people feel in control of their lives. Set yourself

realistic goals for the day.
. Take regular exercise. Get your body producing those depression-busting chemicals.
o Cet rest. We all need time on our own and enough sleep - make time to re-charge

your batteries.
. Sing. People who sing are happier. lt's the people who have to listen to them who are

unhappy. Be a singer.
o Get a pet. Stroking a cat or patting a dog has therapeutic effects, calming anxiety.
o Feed your soul. Studies show that actively religious people are happier. They cope

better with crises and are part of a supportive, accepting community.
. Prioritise close relationships. Spending time in open communication with loved ones

stops isolation and independence.
. Get out of town. Spend a few hours a week in the countryside. Smell the fresh air,

touch the flowers and hug a tree.

Discussion
Discuss with a partner or as a class:

1. Is this ser ious advice or just l ight-hearted?
2. Do you agree that to be happy you just need to 'change your mind'?
3. Coulcl  the t ips above help someone who is ser iously depressed? Are any unhelpful?
4. Have yoLr ever had to help a fr iend who was depressed?

usual
under

take
hartl
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Gay families

Discussion
What legal rights do gays have in your country?
l .  Can they get marr ied?
2. Can they inheri t  f rom a partner?
.1. Can they adopt chi ldren?
4. (lan they get a morrgage on a house together?

A few months ago mill ionaire
couple Tony Barlow and Barrie
Drewitt shocked many people
when they became the first gay
couple to father children. The
couple had twin girls, Aspen and
Saffron, using eggs donated by a
woman who wished to help the
men have their own family.
Adoption agencies in Britain had
decided the couple were
unsuitable parents, but the men
went to the United States where
they had more success. They had
no problem finding a surrogate
mother and the girls were born in
Los Angeles the following year.
After complex legal arguments,

Reading
Read the art ic le below and choose the best
headl ine.

US ALLO\TS ADOPTION BY C;AYS
GAY FATHERS FACE DISCRIMINATION
OUTRAGE AS GAYS PLAN THIRD CHILD

the US Supreme Court ruled that
the men could be named as the
parents on the twins' birth
certificates.
When the children were brought
back to Britain, the men faced
further legal difficulties as the
British authorities refused to grant
automatic entry rights to the twins.
Despite all these problems, the
men have now provoked further
outrage from those who claim to
defend traditional family values as
they have announced that they
intend to have a third child.
The men currently have 24
embryos which were frozen before
the birth of their twin daushters.

and although they have fallen out
with the suffogate mother who
caried the twins, they have now
found another woman who has
agreed to carry a child for them.
"We adore having children," Mr
Drewitt said yesterday, "and if it
turns out to be twins again it will
be even more wonderful. The new
baby will be a biological brother
or sister to Aspen and Saffron. The
only difference wil l be the
sunogate mother." In contrast, an
official church spokesman said,
"We would still argue that the best
place for children to grow up
would be within a traditional
family context."

True or false?
Read the article again and mark these sentences true (T), false (F) or don't know (?):
1. Barr ie and Tony couldn'r  adopt a chi ld in Bri tain.
2. The British authorities did not want ro let the men back in the counrry.
3. Barrie and Tony and the twins live with the twins' mother.
4. Not everyone is happy about Barr ie and Tony's plans.

Discussion
1. How clo you feel  about Barr ie and Tony being parents?
2'  Do you agree that ' the best place for chi ldren to grow up is within a tradi t ional family conrext,?
3. What is a rradit ional family? Is i t  the same as 20 years a o?
4. Do yolr agree with the followinq statements?
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Ttuct wrnnen could raise a
family but n()t tuto men.
They would be useless
without d womdn.

There ttre good and batl
p Ltre n ts. C) dt, p are nts
Llre tt't itu t ottldt i c allt, h ad
- or good.

A lot of people grout Ltlt
in a singlc-parent famill'
-  two pdrents must be
better than that!
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Language
Match these di f ferent kinds of famil ies with the def ini t ions on the r ight:

Would you use any of the expressions above to describe your family?
Do any of the expressions above describe the family you read about earlier?
Do you f ive with your immediate family or do you also live with members of your extended family?

(grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins etc.)

Discussion
Read the art ic le and underl ine anything you think is a good argument for or against gay marr iages.

1. irn afflr"rent family
2. a close famil ,v
3. a clvsfr.rnctionarl family
4. a single-parent f : rmi ly
.5. a talentecl farnily
6. iur averagc family
7 .  tn inf luent ial  family
U.  an  ambi t ious  fa rn i l y

a. They want to be successful.
b. Only one parent lives with the children.

c. They have a lot of money.
d. They have strong relationships'
e. They have a certain amount of power'

f  .  They have a lot  of  personal problems.

g. They're al l  good at something.
h. There's nothing special  about them.

A woman campaigner  fo r  gay  r igh ts  sa id ,
"Why do people want to stop gay people

gett ing marr ied? l t  makes no di f ference

to them, but i t  makes a huge di f ference

to a gay couple who want to make a
pub l ic  commi tment . "
A  spokeswoman fo r  a  t rad i t iona l  fami ly

organisat ion said, " l f  we start  to re-def ine

what  a  mar r iage is ,  where  do  You draw

the l ine?  Why no t  say  two men and a

woman can get marr ied, or three women
perhaps?"

LET'S GET MARRIED!
"We have a mortgage together, we have

.r cat together, we're no different from

the ne ighbours ,  so  why can ' t  we ge t

marr ied?" one gay man told reporters
outside the Vermont courtroom in the

Uni ted  Sta tes .  A  la rge  group o f  gay

couo les  were  a t  the  cour t  to  hear

whether the state would change the law

and a l low same-sex  mar r iages .  Many
expressed their  f rustrat ion at not being
al lowed mari tal  status. "We want to get

marr ied for the same reason as everyone
e lse  -  we ' re  in  love , "

Discuss the following views of same-sex marriages. Which views are closest to your own?

l.  ( lav rnarr iage? 
'Why 

not? I f  two people want to make a l i fet ime commitment to each other,  they

should be al lowed to.
2. l t  c loesn' t  mi lr ter that they're gay. They've been together for 15 years. They should have exact ly the

srrme r ights as : I  normal couple. What is normal anyway?

.3. Marr iage between a man and a woman is natural .  I f  marr iage stops being natural ,  where wi l l  i t  a l l

end? If two men can marry, why not three or four?

4. Marr iage is for the procreat ion of chi ldren. Gay partners can' t  have chi ldren so they shouldn' t  be

al lolvecl  to get marr ied.
-5. I  c lon' t  carc i f  they want to get marr ied or not.  I  just wish i t  wasn't  al l  over the newspapers.

6. I  ckrn' t  bcl ieve in marr iage enyway, so i t 's not real ly an issue for me.
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Begging

Discussion
Do you give money to beggars? Explain why, or why not, to a partner.

Reading
Read through the comments below on an internet discussion si te and decide which opinion is closestto your own.

What's your opinion of beggars?
we invited people from around the world to let their voices be heardon the subject:

Edilson Gomes Teixeira, Brazil
ln my ci ty,  Sao Paulo, we have lots of chi ldren who ask for money on thes t ree ts '  o f  course ,  l fee l te r r ib le  fo r them,  bu t  l th ink tha t  g iv ing  them moneydoes them no good. Usual ly they are real ly begging for an adult  -  even theirmother or father -  just so that they can buy arugs or something l ike that.I  don' t  know .. .  i t ,s compl icated.

Ana Martin Fong Schmidt, USA
I come from San Francisco, Cal i fornia, where you can' t  walk two blocks anymore without running into a homeress person asking you for money. They,ref i l thy people who sleep and ur inate in my doorway. I  used to give money, butnot any more. I  suppose I 've become sort  of  numb to i t  al l .  t  r iean, what is my50 cents going to do to herp someone? rt 's the Government,s proni"n1, no,m i n e .

Atsuko Fujimori, Japan
We have a place in my ci ty,  Tokyo, cal led "shinjuko 

Stat ion., ,  I  th ink this placeis an embarrassment to Japanese society.  There are hundreds of homelesspeople l iv ing in cardboard boxes. The Government doesn't  care about themand neither do many people in Japan. But I  do. I  take them food and clothesand someti .mes give money. Many of my fr iends think I  am crazy. I  think rmnormal and they are crazY. I  cannot sleep wel l  at  night i f  I  know ihere issomeone else who has no place to sleep.
James Foster, UK
l 'm fed up with beggars and fed up with do-gooders who want to help them.I don' t  give money and nobody should. l t  on"lv encourages them to beg evenmore'  And these people al l  seem to have dogs and smoke. Why should I  givemy hard-earned cash to feed their  pets and s--moking habit? people l iv ing on thestreets are there because they want to bel

Discussion
Read through the comments again and answer these quest ions:
l .who says that l iv ing'n the streers and begging is basicai ly a crroice?
2. Who blames begging on drugs?
-l '  who sa,vs rhar the problem i i  one rhar cannor be solved by individuals?
4. \Xlho fcels ashamed of the problem?
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Poem
Read this poem about being homeless, then
discuss the quest ions below:

Homeless, but not speechless

I  am homeless

Penn i less

So I  ask  fo r  your  penn ies

Count less

Are  the  t imes when I  fee l

Po in t less

Use less

Powerless

to  do  any th ing

to/for/about/with

these heart less

see-me-nots

who are  c lue less

to my

faceless existence

O n e  p e n n y

Your char i ty

is  shameless

My l i fe  . . .

worthless

M y  j o u r n e y  . . .

reckless

Don' t  worry:

My pass ing  w i l l  be

pa in less .

Discussion
1. What does the t i t le mean?

2. What does the writer mean by Yowr charity is

shameless?

3. Explain the last l ine: My passing wi l l  be
painless.

4. What is done in your country to help homeless

people?

-5. Why are so many people homeless?

Taboos and /ssues

Language
Write in a -/ess word from the poem with the
def ini t ions below:

1. No money - .  .
2 . I g n o r a n t = . . . .
3 . M a n y = . . . .
4. Unable to protect/defend yourself = .

5.No care or feel ing for others =. .  .  .

6.  Anonymous, unknown = .
T .Wi thout  purpose =  .  .  .  .
8. 'Without value =

9. It won't hurt =

Discussion
Would you give money or help in these si tuat ions?

1. A woman knocks at your door collecting
money for homeless people. She has an official

ID badge. How much would you give her?

2. A little boy offers to clean your shoes in the

street for 20 pence.

3. A woman holding a baby asks you for money

on the street. She is crying.

4. A rather dirty-looking person asks to 'borrow'

50 pence for the bus.

5. You meet someone on holiday in a Third
'World 

country and after chatting' you realise

that with iust a couple of your traveller's
cheques, you could pay for their child to go to

university and have the chance of a completely

different life.

6. You're in a restaurant and a woman comes in

with flowers and asks if you want to buy one

for your boyfriend / girlfriend.

7. You're at some traffic lights and someone

washes your windscreen, then asks for some

money.

8. You receive a pack of Christmas cards through

the post from a charity for the blind. There is

no obligation to pay for the cards - you can

keep them for free - but you are invited to

send a donation.

Discussion
Write your own view on beggars in the same style
as the internet comments you read earlier. Pass
your comment to another classmate. Then:

1. Read and see if you agree or disagree with the

comment that has been passed to you.

2. Discuss i t  with another classmate (not the

writer of the comment).
3.  Discuss the comments as a class.
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Discussion
l  '  Is i t  conrmon to sue doctors, hospitals,  or newspapers in your country??'  Have vol l  or anyone you kn.w eie. rr . . l  ,n-an'"  or been sued? what wirs thc outcome?

Reading
A few years ago a woman suffered severe b.url: from a cup of coffee served at a fast food restaurantand she sued' Read what happened and decide who yori side with - the woman or the fast foodrestaurant?

HOT COFFEE VICTIM GETS $ENN
A woman has been awarded a total  of  armost
3  mi l l ion  do l la rs  in  damages,  a f te r  c la iming
that the coffee she was served at a US fast
food restaurant and then spi l led on herself
was too hot.
The woman was in the passenger seat of her
grandson 's  car  when she was served a  cuo o f
coffee at the dr ive-through window of a local
fast food outlet. According to reports, after
receiving the food order,  the grandson moved
his car forward and stopped for a moment so
tha t  h is  g randmother  cou ld  add c ream and
sugar to her coffee. She placed the cup
between her knees and tr ied to remove the
p las t ic  l id  f rom the  cup.  As  she d id  so ,  tne
ent t re  conten ts  o f  the  cup sp i l led  on to  ner
lap ,  leav ing  her  severe ly  burned and need ing
hospital  t reatment.

n company representat ive explained that
coffee is kept at a part icular temperature
D e c a u s e  c u s t o m e r s  n a t u r a l l y  w a n t  t h e i r
coffee served hot.  He pointed out that
customers buy coffee on their  way to worK or
home,  in tend ing  to  consume i t  there ,  no t
wh i le  in  the  car .
One commenta tor  cou ldn , t  be l ieve  the
woman won her case. , ,The world has g,one
ma_d.  l f  you  can ge t  $3  mi l l ion  fo r  sp i l l i ng  ho t
coffee on yourself ,  then i t ,s only a matter of
l ime be fore  we ge t  the  head l ines :

W O M A N  C E T S  P R E C N A N T  A N D
S U E S  C O N D O M  C O M p A N y  o r
MAN WITH BAD HAIRCUT SUES FOR
EMOTIONAL DAMACES."

Discussion
Tell your partner who you side with - the woman or the fast food chain. Explain why.Take a class vote on the case. who do you think was resptnsible for the injuries?

Are you sure?
Most peopte think the woman was at fault for her injuries and that the amount of money she receivedwas ridiculous. Here are a few more facts about the case. First read the facts:
The wonrrrn suffered third degree burns over 6o/n of her body in very sensitive areas. she was in hospitalfor eight days'  She spi l led thiof fee whi le she ,"r ,  , i  i -g i i ,  pa.k"d car rrying ro remove the cup,s l id.

li:;:'.ffiffXrff [lJi'.';.'.'was 
it moving. she iried to sertre r-,.. .rr.?,r c,r court rn,. gzo,ooo

Thc' restaurirnt knew of the problem' They. had already received hundreds of complaints. They kr-rew thatclr i r lks crrn burn at temperatures over 60 de.grees, but ' they maintained a pol icy to keep their  c. f fee. i -10degrces higher. Thc chain makes over a milrln iollars n doy in coffee sales.
Have you changed your mind? Hold a class debate. Divide the class into two groups: those who are onthe woman's side and those who side with the restaurant chain.

34 Compensation culture 
Taboosand /ssues

a
I

a
I

a
a

a
a

f

F

Compensation culture



d

!e

=r
=

F
F
F
F
F
F
F
F

E

Language
Complete the text below with the correct form of these verbs:

st tc appeal award wtn settle take

I f y o u h r r v e a n a c c i c l e n t a t w o r k b e c a u s e t h e w o r k p l a c e i s n o t s a f e , y o u c a n ( 1 ) . . . . . . . . f o r

negl igerrce. C)ne woman was recent ly (2) .  .  .  nearly f40,000 after fat l l ing down a badly- l i t

s ra i rcasc .  She knew she cou ld  (3 )  .  .  .  compensat ion  and (4 )  . . .  the  company to  cour t .

Tl-re cornprrny tr ied to (-5) .  .  .  out of  court ,  but the woman wasn't  interested. She (6)

hcr case, br-r t  the company are going to (7) .  .  .  against the decision.

Discussion
Look at the si tuat ions below in smal l  groups. Decide

1. A -19-year-olcl  actress is suing for 'emotional

c'listress' aftcr being told that she was 'too old'
to plarv the pirr t  of  Jul iet  in Shakespeare's
Rorneo ttntl .[uliet.

2.  A br-rrglar wants $50,000 to pay for his
hospital  bi l ls.  In attempting to break into a
clothing store, he fel l  through the roof,  broke
both his lcgs and was lef t  immobi le.  He was
for rnd  thc  fo l low ing  morn ing  in  severe  pa in .
He clairns the store is to blame for havrnq a
' faul t-v roof ' .

-1. A mr-rr-r tripped and fell on a pavement because
it  was uneven. He broke his wrist  and is suing
thc local connci l  for negl igence.

4. A woman opened a bag of salad and found a
l ive frog inside .  She is suing the supermarket
beciruse she suffered 'severe trauma. '

-5.  A f l ight at tendant is suir-rg the air l ine she
workcd for for r-rnfair dismissal. She was
sackccl because she hacl become too fat.

if they are legitimate or just a waste of time.

6. A woman is suing her health alr thor i ty because

the ster i l isat ion operat ion they performed the
previous year had obviously fai led. "Of course
I love my new baby," she said, "but this is not

what I  had planned for my l i fe."

7. A woman who ran over and cr i t ical ly in jured a

pedestrian is suing the car manufacturer'
c laiming that the brand new car 's horn did not

work and therefore she was unable to warn the
passing pedestr ian.

8. A vegetar ian wants $1 mi l l ion in damages fronr

a local restaurant.  She asked for the
'vegetar ian'  lasagne and halfway through her

meal discovered that there were bi ts of ground

beef in the sauce.

9. A father is suing his son for $25,000 - the

estimated value of the family's car. lt seems that

the son, aged 19, borrowed his father 's new car

without asking for permission. He then crashed
it .  The son was unhurt ,  but the car was a total

write-off.

Discussion
Which of the fol lowing best sums up your att i tude to compensat ion?

l.  I 'nr tor i r l ly against i t .  I t  j r"rst  encourages people to sue for the sl ightest thing.

2. I  crrn' t  get worked up about i t .  I t  doesn't  bother me. I t 's never affected me.

.1.I 'm el l  for i t !  The more people can screw out of big companies the better!  I  wish a waiter would

sni l l  some coffee on me!
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Sport and money

All  of  these professionals are mult i -mi l l ionnaires as a result  of  salar ies, pr ize money, sponsorship and
endorsements.
'  who clo vou think is paid the mosr? why? \7ho is paid the reast? \7hy?
. Are they paid roo much, in your opinion?
o Hrw much do the top sportsmen and women get paid in your country?
o wh. is .ne . f  the highest paid? Do you think (s)he deserves rhat salaiv?

Reading
Read this father 's view and decide which sport  he is talk ing about.  Can his cr i t ic ism apply to sports in
general?

Discussion
Match these sportsmen and sportswomen to their sports:

t .  Michael Schumacher
2. Tiger rVoods

.3. David Beckham
4. Vcnus \Williams

-5. Marion Jones

a. athlet ics
b. tennis
c. Formula One
d. footbal l
e.  gol f

B i l l y  S la te r ' s  sa la ry :  $350,000 a  year .  And
Matt Jerrold's salary: $500,000 a year.  Oh,
and how could I  forget Sal lbarra's new
cont rac t  -  $3  mi l l ion  over  the  nex t  th ree
years.

Where is the perspect ive here? What are
our  p r io r i t ies  as  a  soc ie ty?  There  are  35 ,000
homeless  in  th is  c i ty  who don ' t  have a  roo f
over their  heads, clothes to keep them
warm or food to f i l l  their  stomachs. And we
are paying these men 6- and 7-f igure
salar ies to keep ourselves entertained!
Something's gone wronu.

IMMORAL EARNINGS?
What  in  the  wor ld  i s  happen ing  to
professional sport? When I  was a kid,  i t  cost
$5  to  ge t  a  decent  seat  a t  the  s tad ium,  ano
my dad wou ld  buy  me a  ho t  dog and
h inrse l f  ; r  beer  wh ich  wou ld  b r ins  the  to ta t
cos t  to  about  $10.

Last Saturday I  took my l i t t le boy to see the
Ciants play. After the parking, t ickets,
refreshments and souvenirs,  I  walked out of
there  w i th  $75 less  in  my pocket .  Jus t  ask
me how soon l ' l l  be  go ing  back !

But  i t  go t  me th ink ing :  why  am I  pay ing  so
much to watch a group of men throw a bal l
a round? And then I  rea l i sed :  I  was  pay ing

Look back at the article and answer these questions with a partner:
1. what things did the man have to pay for at  the basebai l  game?
2.Why ckres he say ". fust ask me how soon I ' l l  be going back' ,?
3. What does he mean when he says that he's paying the players'  salar ies? Do you agree?
4. Why does he start  ralk ing about homeless people?

Discussion
1'Do vou birsical ly agree with the man or does he have an old-fashioned, nostalgic view of sport?
2.I)o vou go to l ive sport  events? What is the most erpensive sports event you have been to? \Was i t

rvorth it?
-1. Have voLr ever paid to watch a big sports event on pay-TV? If so, how much did you pay?

Sporl and money Taboos and /ssues



Language
Read this text and underl ine al l  the expressions with 'worth' :

A UK FOOTBALL MATCH
Going to see my football team is not cheap -

the cheapest seat is [20 - but I think it 's worth
it. Usually you get your money's worth -

especial ly with our new centre forward,
Rivaldo. Apparently, he's on f,4 million a
year, but he's such a brill iant player, I think
he's worth every penny.

Recently, I took my whole family to see a
game. There are some guys who sell tickets
illegally outside the stadium - they're called
ticket touts - and you can get into trouble if
you buy from them. Normally, I would have
said that it 's more trouble than it's worth. but

since I'd brought my whole family, which was
going to be very expensive, I thought it was
worth a try. So, I went up to one of these guys

and negotiated four fantastic seats for {80 -

quite a bargain for such an important game

and such great seats. They were actually worth
around f120. When we tried to get into the

stadium, we were told that our tickets were

forgeries! {80 down the drain! You can
imagine how we felt!

So, we went back home to watch the game on
TV. My advice is never buy from a ticket tout.
It's not worth the risk.

Now complete the expressions with one word: 5. I  thoueht i t  was worth a ,  .  .  .

l . l .  .  .  i t ' s  w o r t h  i t .

2. You €let your . . . worth.

3. He's worth everv .

4. It 's rnore . . . than it's worth.

6. They were actually worth . . . f1,20.

7. It's not worth the . .

How do you say these in your language?

What  do  you th ink '€80 down the  dra in 'means?

Discussion
The average professional footballer in the Premier League in England earns €400,000 a year * around
€7,600 a week. He trains, on average, for three hours a day and plays one or two games a week for 10
months of the year. This means he earns around f520 per hour. So, after one training session, he is
€1500 richer. For the very top players, multiply all these figures by 6 or 7. People argue that the following
reasons justify the salaries. Which do you think are good reasons?

l. l t 's rr  short  career -  18 years maxirrrum - 4.I t  requires a very high level of  ski l l ,  which

then yon're f in ished as far as playing is only a very few people possess. They

concerned. should be rewarded for that.

2.Top players can' t  go out partying and -5.Jul ia Roberts gets $4 mi l l ion to make a
eat ing and dr inking whatever they want.  f i lm, so why shouldn' t  top footbal lers get

They have to look after themselves and be simi lar pay? They are just l ike f i lm stars.
highl) '  d iscipl ined. They have a severely
restricted social life for maybe zo y.nrr. 6' Top. players are high profile superstars wh<r

'  
can' t  leave home without the media

3. Yor-rr carecr could end at any time through following them. The money they get is
injury.  compensat ion for having no pr ivate l i fe.

More issues
1. The men's Wimbledon tennis champion wins €477,500. The women's champion gets f430,000. What is
the reason for this? Women nearly always get less than men in sport. Why is this?

2. Some people think that money has ruined sport .  People used to play for the glory of winning. Now they
are open to bribery and corruption. What would you do about it?

Taboos and /ssues Sport and money
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Vanity

Discussion
In your experience, are the fol lowing statements true or not?
| .  Men rrre more intcrested in their  appcarance than women.
2.\Wornen talk to their  f r iends abour how they krok. Men don'r .
-1.  W<rrncn l ike to go shopping with other women.
4'  Men prefer fo go clothes shopping alone. They arc afraid ro ask a woman to helo thcrn.
- i .  N, lcn spencl rrore on cosmetics than 10 years ago.

Reading
Read the f i rst  part  of  the art ic le and underl ine al l  the di f ferent things that men do to make themselves'beaut i ful ' :

MEN'S BEAUTY IS BIG BUSINESS
If you think the world of face creams, one enthusiastic beauty consultant. Body
beautiful fingernails and silky-smooth hair removal, manicures, pedicures, teeth
legs is exclusively female, think again. As whitening and liposuction, to name just a
sales of men's health and fashion few, are all now in high demand. Modern
magazines continue to grow at a huge man is even plucking his eyebrows to
rate, more and more men are queueing up complete the well-groomed experience.
at health spas and gyms for complete So, what is the explanation for this? Why
make-overs- "Lots of men are no longer are men spending more on pampering
embarrassed to use products or services their bodies than on CD collections and
that make them look and feel better.,' said DVDs?

Compare  what  you under l ined  w i th  a  par tner .  Do you know what  a l l  those th ings  are?
what is your explanat ion for men's growing interest in thei iappearance?
Now read the second part  of  the art ic le to see i f  i t  g ives the same explanat ion:

F
I

According to some, the explanation is
quite simple. Twenty years ago, the only
beautiful role models in the media were
wonten. Now, magazine covers displaying
half-dressed male models with six-packs,
tans and perfect hair, have persuaded men
they are missing out on something.In other
words. it 's just clever advertising.
Others offer a more profbund explanation.
As traditional roles between men and
women at home and at work become less
distinct, men are looking for new ways to
express either their masculinity or their

Vanitv

new-found feminine side.
The masculine expression leads to joining

a gym and building muscle, the feminine
expression leads to moisturising creams
and beautiful nails. These days it seems to
be a combination of both. You could argue
that the modern man is quite simply -

confused I

So, are men just victims of the advertising
industry, or are they trying to re-invent
themselves? Or is it just that women have
been right all along - men are vainer? Now
they have the proof. Whar do you think /
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Language 1
Explain what the fol lowing mean:

1. Mer-r are queueing up tlt heirlth spas
rrncl  gyms . . .

2. ... pantltering therr bodies ...
3.  Male moclcls with sir-pacfts . . .
4. As trac'litirxral rolcs between rnen

rrrrcl women becrnne less distinct
-5. joining :,r llyrn and building muscle
6. merr are trying to re-inuent themselues

Discussion
Do you think men hirve a ' feminine side'?
Do ,vou think more rren are 'c i iscovering'  i t?
l)o women need tcl  discover their  'mascul inc sic ' le '?

"Yrtnr X-ray shows a tbin mon
struggling to get out."

Langua ge 2
Two of the expressions below mean that you are not looking after yourself properly. Which ones?

tudtcb whdt yr.ttt eat
tttkc regular exercise
utork out at the gynt

put on weight
stalt in shdlte

let yourself go

l)dmper yourself
use body lotions take pride in your appe(trdnce

Now complete the text below with the correct form of verbs from the expressions above. Can you do it
without looking back at the expressions?

Since rnv brother reached 40 he (1) .  .  .  h imself  go a bi t .  He (2)

a lot  of  weight.  I 've told him he's got to start  (3) .  .  what he eats and start
looking after himself .  I  th ink i t 's important to (4) .  .  .  pr ide in your

a p p e a r a n c e .  I w a n t t o  ( 5 )  .  . .  i n s h a p e s o  I  ( 6 )  . . .  r e g u l : r r e r c r c i s e  a n d
( 7 ) . . .  a t t h c g y m .  I a l s o  ( U )  . . .  m y s e l f  o c c a s i o n a l l y - l  h a v e  a  m a s s a g e
once a month, for erarnple. Br-rt I do not (9) . . . bod,v lotions or shave r-r-ry legs

or anvthins l ike that.  I  mean. there are l i rni ts!

Vanity survey
Read the fol lowing quest ions. You get 1 point for each 'yes'answer. Decide in the class how many 'yes'

answers mean:

I dnt norrnol - . . . points I am uain = . . . points 1 dm extremel.y uain - . . . ltoints

1  .  Do you s top  and look  a t  yourse l f  in  shop w indows?
2.  Do you go  to  the  ha i rd resser 's  more  than once a  month?
3.  Have you ever  dyed your  ha i r?
4 .  Do you use ha i r  ge l  o r  a  s imi la r  p roduc t?
,5 .  Have you ever  had a  man icure  or  a  ped icure?
6.  Do you use a  hand c ream?
7 .  Do you use any face creams?
B.  Have you ever  used make-up?
9.  Do you p luck  your  eyebrows?

10.  Have you ever  shaved a  par t  o f  your  body  -  o ther  than your  fac ,e?
11 .  Do vou use exoensive deodorant or af ter-shave?
12.  Do you work  ou t  a t  the  gym or  in  your  bedroom?
13.  Would  you cons ider  hav ing  any  sor t  o f  cosmet ic  surgery?
14.  Do you buy  fash ion  magaz ines  or  hea l th  and f i tness  magaz ines?
15.  l s  any  par t  o f  your  body  p ie rced -  n ipp les?  nave l?  nose? o ther?

Work in pairs asking each other the quest ions. How many points did you score?

Taboos and /ssues Vanity



Legatising drugs

Discussion
l .  Makc a l ist  of  al l  the i l legal drugs that you know:

2. Which of those are soft clrugs and u3. which or the ;;,*, in your li,, n,. JI'fiTri,;!"("i',,4. Dr yru know differeni names f;;;. same drug? 
rgerous are they?

-5. Do you know what rhe fol lowing _."r ,
rril a joint

, *,,^::::("' ,'::,""0 :;'"::!i',, ::;Y,'l;'o:,r, )','l')ii!,"'"
7 A re, r, ".", n f J, * J:ff ;: i*il::Tj:i iT-; ; j:'i"T:T:,i:; l,' #fi Ti *: *; i r,
Reading
As you read through the articfe think of

rf you taere on the panet, *.,;:"r::;.;:,:;:::.,:;::"*, 
conctusion?

GRASS IS GOOD FOR YOU
A panel of doctors, economists,
parents and police officers in the
United Srates has decided rhat
drugs should be made legal. Their
conclusions took into account
factors of crime, medicine and
even prison space."We 

have a prison population of
over l0 million in this country.
Many of those are in jail for drug_
related crime, such as the sale Jrpossession of il legal substances,,,
sarct an officer of the Chicago
Police Force. Because of new,
tough laws, currently 3 out of 5people in prison are there because
of drug-related crimes, which
means little space is left for
violent criminals, the ones the
yuft ic.  would real ly l ike to see
rocKed awav.
But there were more reasons

::tr"d 
for legalising drugs."There 
are cancer patients out

Legalising drugs

there who are wandering around
dark.streets at night trying to buv
marijuana for pain reliei,.. said
one of the doctors on the panel."They 

should be able to gei wnai
they need without entering the
criminal underworld.
The effectiveness of marijuana on

l:1i""1: going rhrough
chemotherapy has long Ueln
known by the medical p.of"rrion,
but political conservatives stil l
raise opposition. One senator
spoke out against the panel,s
conclusions. ..I can sympathise
with.the patients, but the iact is,
marijuana is addictive and
harmful and we don,t want that
k ind  o f  th ing  in  our
communities," he said.

:1 
,l".panel disagreed. They

argued that, although mariiuana
r," :  admirtedly u po,"ni iul ly
addictive substance, research has

proved that legal substances such
as nicotine and alcohol are far
more addictive and harmful."Marijuana 

actually does some
good. The same cannot be said of
cigarettes and alcohol.,,
On other substances, the panel
agreed that drugs such as heroin
and cocaine did not serve the
community in the same way
marijuana could. but argued that
keeping those substances illesal
meanl money for criminalr. ,,W.
don't have people shooting each
other. over tequila or controlling
prostitutes with Marlboros,,, saij

1_ll.l:. o1 tle panel. ..Keeping
orugs illegal allows people to do
rilegal thinss.'.
The pun"'i will shortly be
presenting its findings to the
government.
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Discussion
What were some of the reasons for legal is ing drugs mentioned in the art ic le? Tick those which
mentioned in the art ic le:

1. Drr"rgs can help people who are i l l .
2.  Drugs keep cr: iminals in br-rsiness.
3. Making drugs legal means that they can be taxed, and that means revenue for the government.
4. Drug-traff icking is not as ser ious as violent cr ime, according ro many people.
-5. l.egalising drr.rgs could make the lob of law enforcement officers much easier.
6. Alcohol and cigarettes are more addict ive and more harmful and are already legal.
How many of those six points do you agree with?

Language
Use the following words to complete the sentences below:

illegal
addictiue

t . Getting high on a joint is less
dangerous than getting drunk.

People who smoke dope change
their personality over time. They
become irresponsible, unreliable and
ruin their lives.

The drug laws in our country are
already too relaxed. They should be
far stricter. Fine people for a first
offence and then send them to prison
if they re-offend. lt's the only way.

Experimenting with drugs is OK. You
just need to know when to stop.

Soft drugs lead to hard drugs. Just
don't even think of starting!

More people die from alcohol-related
problems or accidents than drug-
rel ated problems. Statistical I y, drugs
are safer than alcohol.

All recreational drugs should be made
legal for adults. That would
immediately stop related crime.

Some countries in the Far East have
the right idea - execute all drug
dealers. That would soon stoa the
drugs trade.

Have you ever tried drugs? Do you know anyone who has? Which ones?
Do you know where to get drugs in your town?
What problems have you seen in your community caused by drugs?
What would be the effect of  legal is ing drugs? Take two minutes to think of three impl icat ions. Then tel l
your group what you have thought of.

immediate
henef icial

long-term
damaging

legal
designer

l .Ci igarette smoking is more .  .  .  to your health than smoking mari juana or cannabis.
2. Nicot ine is more .  .  .  than mari juana.
3. Mari iuana can have very .  .  .  ef fects on cancer pat ients,  helping them through chemotherapy.
4. The .  .  .  ef fects of smoking dope are wel l -known - feel ing extremely carefree and relared. The

. . . effects ilre less clear.
-5. Horv can it be . . . for a l6-year-old to buy and smoke cigarettes when at the same tirre it is

. . . for a 2l-year-old to buy and smoke marijuana? It's crazy!
6. One of the biggest dangers today is the so-cal led .  .  .  drugs which young people use at

discos and part ies.

Discussion
Do you agree with the fol lowing opinions? Discuss them in smal l  groups:

5.

6.1
z .

7.1-).

B.

4.
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Turningthe other cheek

Discussion
Discuss with your class:
l .  Do you ea:l l l  forgive people, or do you hold grudges?
3 5;ll,l't;"J"Ii:l]:-,ru:::': r.,.,o-.?r'iJi,,r,,, rhev did ro you?

r  chearecr rhem.ut, f  ," ; ; - ; ; ; : ; ' r " t" ,  
person who: 

'  -  ' "  ' r"(

.  physic_al ly assaulted th"_j  
" ' .

.  spread rumol lrs about them?. sfole from them?
. wrts unfai thful  to them? (had sex with someone else)4. Woulci you forgive the person in rhe situations above?

Reading
Read through the first part of this articre and answer the question befow:

A HUC IN EXCHANGE FOR A BEATING?

;;:?l#lilJ'Jil'll;,1!rfilrgp:"", 33, was pured rrom his truck and badry bearenscene was."rshi;; ; l ; t , tn" 1992 race riots in Lur,tng"i"r. in" i irr,o,e and viorent

fi::"''r"r',1fl l,i;l;t*;klitrl'l j:t"JJ'i:i'^U;,**u###iilffi Jti^""".1Tii,",5,?,:iti[1if *il#ij#lfr liilit/,n:n:i:#lr:nr;il**
,-.J;;Y"l:"j,::'[il;,o,"::"u was rescueci ou ,:f"';::it *",.]t',|, i;ffi :1L :"1;

What do you think should happen to the attackers?continue reading and answe, ir," qu""tions berow:
Denny was Jef t  wi th permant
recover ,  nr i racutousl i ; ; ; ;  1 | " t  

onvsical  deform' . , " ;  
11,  

handicaps but  he d id eventual lywho nearry b";,;;;i,;;il:'J:iT;:il:,XX:lflrenough." ",,""a.r"'" triarorth" _"iffi'.[::.,:F:;',x""T,nixi,"Xffi:1*#Tl4T:1i::,1ilm"*:luxl
;'; il:T{:'�d : fl H,"'# *q ln,'d l i ilr* ;,i.: #":: ,;: " t i: j ; Iwere reacl, p";";; ;r;;:;i ' i: ' 

Dut not Resinald Denn,y. rmmediatety "i 3,. ,n" sentencesaftac:kers and hugged th",  bol to 'ghout 
the tr ia l ,  warked r""r? L" ' ' j , ,oth"r,  of  the

I i{Hl f !r,r,' * tH,';? r *fi';.'.;#l="d. il ln i * it i; il, -
ro, , , .  uuo.I l? 

a disabi l i ty al lowancef.r  ?fr" ' ;# 
Income now is the $ 120 a week he

th " i ri "8:; ;::i:j: :T #iiJ;,u "."' a nd h a ve ;, ";; ffJi :,"J3r';,ji:i:;n:i :l,j
l .  Whar proof was I
2. wh,rt w,rs Reqina,l"N:l: i" 

heating?

;. ;,:t n : i .1'[j:: ;.fl1i.' {:,1';, jnJ",,.,, a i, f. r ?
5' Di cl'h"';; ;;iil'i''l''id" 

red' I on g enough Ir rd  abour  whar  rhey d iJ  ro  Denny?
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Discussion
1. Why clo you think Denny forgave his

attackers ?
2. Do yoLr think forgiving them did any good?
-1. Do ,vor.r ac'lmire his act of forgiveness?
4. WoLrld you have forgiven thc men if they had

ctrnc the same thing to you?

Language
Match the words on the left with those on the
r ight to make whole expressions about
forgiveness:

l .  forgive arrcl
2.  wrl ter urrdcr the
3. turn the other
4. br-rry thc
-5. holcl e
6 .  go t  a  ch ip  on  h is

(A ha tchet  i s  a  k ind  o f  axe . )

A lways  fo rg ive  your  enemies  -  no th ing
annoys  them so  mucn.
Oscar Wilde

An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.
The Bible

" l  can forgive, but I  cannot forget" is only
another  way o f  say ing  " l  cannot  fo rg ive" .
H.W. Beecher, American clergyman

Now use the expressions in these sentences:

7. I  always forgive people. I 'm not the sort  of

p e r s o n t o . . .

8.  We used to be bi t ter enemies but that 's al l

. .  . . n o w .

9. I f  possible, the best pol icy is .  .  .  .

If you can't forget, at least try to forgive.

10 . I  th ink  I  need to  go  and ta lk  to  Sa l l y  and

. 
'We 

can't  keeP ignoring

each o ther  l i ke  th is .

11 . I f  someone hur ts  o r  insu l ts  you,  your  ins t inc t

is to get revenge. The harder opti<tn is tcr

12. Mart in 's a very di f f icul t  person to work with.

H e ' s . .  . . .  a h o t t t n o t g e t t i n g

pronroted last year and he's so cvnical  al l  the

t ime.

Do you have s imi la r  express ions  in  your

language?

a. grudge
b. cheek
c. forget
d. shoulder
e. hatchet
f. bridge

Discussion
In smal l  groups, decide i f  you would forgive the people involved in the si tuat ions below:

1. Your father tel ls you, when you are 30, that you are adopted.
2. Yor.r fincl out that your partner of 15 years has been sleeping with your best friend.

3. You cirtch your mother reading your diary.
4. You lencl yor-rr car to a colleague at work who damages it beyond repair.

-5. Yor-rr partner slaps you in the face in the heat of a serious argument.
6. Yor-rr brother/sist:' forgets your birthday.
7. You're in hospital  fol lowing a major operat ion and your best f r iend doesn't  v is i t  you.

8. You find or.rt that a good friend of yours has been revealing your intimate secrets to others.

9. A stranger in a bar spi l ls a cold beer on your new shir t  and just laughs.

10. Whi le making love, your partner cal ls you by someone else's name.

ln America when a cr iminal is found gui l ty,  the vict im is al lowed to make a speech in court  addressing
the cr iminal.  Do you think this is a good thing? Why?

lf you were a victim, what sort of speech would you give?

Quotations
Which of the fol lowing quotat ions is your favouri te? Why?

When a  man says  " l  cannot  fo rg ive , "  he  is

ly ing .  What  he  means is ,  " l  w i l l  no t
forgive."
Anonymous

The stupid neither forgive nor forget;  the
naive forgive and forget;  the wise forgive

but do not forget.
Thomas Szaz, American psychiatrist

Iaboos and /ssues Turning the other cheek



The death penalty

Discussion
Work in pairs. Discjl o ), :r, n, ".,r, " -a-.:il,lil 

: : li.J,":,, ",,r,j l :"1 t,,., whar ofrencesi How,is-ir,#.i.a our:r  n ( ) r .  whr r r  i s  rhe  severes t  pun ishmenr  r t " r .on  be  g iven?

Reading
Read the text below

: l:,iTi"',',t tffi"ii"iiT:n7'n,o,, penat,y herore rt,e a,,ack?

My sister was walking home from work twoyears ago wf
to steal hur'"J,: l '"-men,stopped her una,t i l i
stabbed n",. ,1.lfl3.f,"r?l"rl""'irted ana ihei

li:il;"H ;'" ro'nJ'"'iiu'?"i:t"'::?T
mv views "" Iil"T"'"'il Ji:[-hen 

t changeJ
Before that, it 

lu, lr:,lY easy to be liberal andro say thar t iian,i ;;1,;;"punishmenr. But nor. now. il;;;;r:""..::;Tlthat the police..caught my , ir iui,r" ki l lers: therewere eye witnesse.s; i f lur"- *u, forensicevidence. I th<
whafthey did T^*: iT* 

guvs should die for
changed the l iv 

I ney not only took her l i fe, they| "", ;;;;;ilf ilj i:r'il;,;lrur:n.*i
wil l  never ever be the same. 

.-Yv ! '

Discussion
How do you feel about the writer,s views:
.  surpr isccl  ?
.  shocked?
. synrpatheric?
.  hor r i f ied?

ll"lliffii#?,,iJ:g'.yo{d vou want the death

*^nui;:Tgfi :d{i -!3,' TI"" FoR and
your own. 

penalty' Add other arguments of
Are you basicallv ipunishment? -  n favour of or against capital

39 The death penaltv

,l:,T:l^*Ole 
say that if you execure a murdereryou become a murder". vor^utf, t--ui anr,,, noa

lnn l;;: i: I 
uou tak" ,om"oil, riru, yo,,

.s,:meone, u", ,n"",il t"%:H i::?J,:'"i"Jlhe same horror .r .  , ,^, , , -- ' . - . , -^] , l "  
t '

s u fferi ns, a ";";;; J'o, Iil " 
"Jl,#'" 

iJ,; frXtrte. people think that ;,  .rr" i .  B-ul my sisterdidn't have the luxury of saying goodbye.

;:T:,:,1:?':;';,.'o'n'"k that auutn i' the easy

r:1", a riretime J;:Hi:l ili ;f::"ilTitnrnk so. Life imprisonrnent is a i i fet ime of hotmeals, reading and televisi"" _ ,a',n" 'an*Ouy"r,expense. That is not a suitabf" pr"irnr"nt for amurderer. But death is.

"Better 
sit dctrun, son. I,tte got

a bit of a shock frtr y1171.,.
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Discussion
Work in smal l  groups. Read these texts and discuss the quest ions below each one.

Language 1
Do you know the nouns
dictionary if necessary.

VERB

cxecute

cor.r v ict

cornpensate

irnpr ison

p u n i s h

abo l ish

The Timothy McVeigh Case

More than 1000 surv ivors of  the
Ok lahoma C i t y  bomb ing  i n  the
Uni ted States were asked i f  they
wanted to witness the execution of
Timothy McVeigh by lethal injection
at Terre Haute Federal Prison, lndiana.
The death chamber at the prison has
only eight seats for witnesses, but over
200 of  h is  v ic t ims and the i r  fami l ies
watched his execution by l ive video
l i n k .

1. Do you feel it is right that the
survivors of a terrorist act should
be invited to watch the convicted
terrorist bei ng executed ?

2. Do you think an execution like
this should be televised - then
anyone who wanted to watch it
would have the opportunity?
Should the programme be shown
around the world on satellite TV?

3. Public hanging was abolished in
Britain in 1868 and the death
penalty for murder was abolished
in 1969. ls this evidence of a more
humane and civilised society or of
coward I y, I eft-w i n g I i beral i sm ?

Language 2
for these verbs? Use a Complete the text below with the correct form of

the words opposite:

Harold Spears returned home a free man
yesterday. He was lucky to be al ive. He had been
(1) .  .  .  of  murder in 1998 and sentenced t tr

be (2) .  .  .  by lethal in ject ion. Before the

sentence could be carried out, the US state he

l i ved  in  passed a  new law (3)  . . .  the  death
penalty.  Mr Spears'  (4) .  .  .  was therefore
reduced to l i fe (5) .  .  .  .  Two months later

new evidence emerged. Mr Spears was found to

be innocent!  He was freed on appeal and wi l l
receive $250,000 in (6) .

The Saudi Situation

Amnesty lnternational said i t  knew of more than .I,100

people executed in Saudi Arabia in the past 20 years/
with the current average standing at two public
beheadings every week. A sword is used and as many as
three blows may be required to cut the head off.

1. What is your reaction to this information?
2. Do you think some methods of execution are more

acceptable than others? If so, which?
3. "lf someone is being executed for a particularly

horrendous murder, their death should be as painful
and humiliating as possible."
How do you feel about this statement?

The Case of Patrick Nicholls

Patrick Nicholls, jai led for l i fe 23 years ago for the
murder of a74-year-old family fr iend, was freed
yesterday by the Court of Appeal. The court
acknowledged that the evidence used to convict Mr
Nichol ls  was unre l iab le and that  the in jur ies suf fered by
the 7A-year-old were, in al l  probabil i ty, caused by a fal l .

1. How do vou think Mr Nicholls feels now?
2. How can the state compensate him for 23 years of

wrongfu I i m pri son ment?
3. Have there been any cases like this in your country

reCentlY?
4. Would Mr Nicholls have been executed in vour

country?

Some countries give relatives of the victim a choice of what should happen to the murderer: they can

agree to the murderer being executed, or they can ask for 'blood money' from the murderer as

compensat ion for the loss of their  loved one and the murderer goes to pr ison. What do you think about

th is?

Taboos and /ssues The death penalty



Addictions

Discussion
work in pairs' List at least 5 different things that people can become addicted to. choose one from yourl ist  and discuss the possible results of this addict ion.
work in pairs.  Ask each other quest ions from one of the quest ionnaires:

DRINK AND YOU
1.  Do you dr ink a lcohol  every day?
2. How much do you drink a week?
3. Do you ever get drunk? How often?
4. Do you need a drink to relax?
5. Do you drink with other people or on your own?
6. Do you regularly get a craving for a drink? (= a very strong desire)7.  Do you th ink i t ,s  a  habi t  or  an addic t ion?

SMOKING AND YOU
1. Do you smoke? Cigarettes? Cigars? A pipe?
2. How many do you smoke a day?
3. Do you smoke to relax?
4.Do you feer nervous if  you haven,t had a smoke for a rong t ime?
5. Do you get strong cravings?
6. Do you wish you could stop smoking?
7.  Could you g ive i t  up easi ly?.

Does your partner have a problem?

Reading
work in pairs' studentA read extract 1, student B read extract 2. Then report the contents to each other.

J
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Extract I

Slowly, the drink began to take over and
th ings got  worse.  His behaviour  was
becoming unpredictable. He tells of one
incident in a club on a Sunday afternoon
when a fight broke out and he and some
friends were involved. Minutes later he was
outside being questioned by police and then
spent several hours at the police station. He
was released without charge but, in spite of
that shock, rhe next day he was banging on
the door of his local pub five minutes before
opening time, craving his first drink of the
day. Then it dawned on him. What kind of
person stands outside a pub every day
desperate fbr a drink,/ Only someone with a
drink problem. He was a well_known
sportsman perhaps, but secretly he was a
lonely.  desperate a lcohol  ic .

Addictions

Extract 2

One day, he arrived for training in a bad
state. It was to be the big turning point.
The first person he saw was Steve Jacobs."I've got a drink problem ancl I need
to go to a meeting of Alcoholics
Anonymous," he blurted out. At lastl
He'd said it! Tony Adams, respected
cap ta in  o f  A rsena l  and  an  Ene land
in te rna t i ona l .  w inne r  o f  s i x  ma io ,
t rophies in  Engl ish footbal l ,  wa,  ask inc
for  help for  rhe f i rsr  r ime in h is  l i l 'e .  He
finally admitted that he had a problem
that was too powerful to face on his own.
Almost immediately, a ray of hope came
to him. Despite the mess he was in. if he
could devote the same enthusiasm and
energy to keeping offalcohol as he had to
playing football, then he had a chance.

40
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Discussion
Now read the texts again and choose the best answers below:

1. ln the club one Sunday afternoon
a. thc lvr i tcr 's i r iends startcd a f ight '

b.  the wri ter startecl  a f ight.
c.  i t  is not c lear rvho st i rr ted the f ight.

2.  The wri ter
rr .  kncw hc cor-r ld stop dr inking by himself .

b.  eskcd someonc to hclp him stop dr inking.

c.  met sonreone from Alcohcl l ics Anonymous.

Why do you think that such a successful  sports

Language 1
Use these words to complete the sentences:

ttdLlictit,e alcobrtlic
ttddict ttlcohol
dtldictat! tlcrtbolism
tttldictirtrt

1.  A sLrrpr is i t rg numbcr of peoplc are .
grunbl ing.

2. Hc checkecl into rr  c l i t r ic to try to get over his

c l r r . rg .
. i . l 'vc never met anyone who is actual ly a drug

person became an alcohol ic?

Language 2
Use the correct form of these expressions to

complete the sentences below:

seek ltrofessional h elP
get with drawal sYmPtoms
kick the habit
haue a drink Droblem

to 
tuke dn orrrdo*

1 . I  th ink  my boss
You can smel l  alcohol on his brcath f i rst

thing in the morning.
2. She died after accidental lY

of sleeping pi l ls.
3.  A lot  of  people want to give up smoking, but

it's very difficult to . ' .
4.  When he wasn't  able to get hold of any drugs

for a few davs. he started to . . '

become addicts?
problem, but was

4. Uoth heroi t- t  ancl  crack cocaine are ertremely
. subst irnces.

.5.  Shc rer l isecl  he w:rs an .  .  when he

strrr tcd clr inking at breakfast t ime.
(r .  The problem got so bad he started hiding

. .  .  i r rol tncl  the house.
7. Overcotning .  .  .  is a dai ly process. [ t

rrer lns savi trs 'n(t '  to dr ink every day for the

rest of  vottr  l i fe.

.5.When he real ised he
h e d e c i d e d t o . . . . .

was addicted to alcohol.

Discussion
Discuss these quest ions in Pairs:

l .  What is the di f fercnce between a habit  and an addict ion?

2. t-ook i rgrr in i rr  the l ist  you made earl ier.  Are some types of addict ion more social ly acceptablc than

othcrs? I f  so, which types and why do you think this is so?

-1. Arc the fol lowing addict ions real ly possible? Are they dangerous in any way?

4. Do ,vou iecl  that there are certain
.5. What woulcl vou clo if you for-rnd

ckr ing r-rothing rrbotr t  i t?

Iaboos and /ssues

types of
out that

personal i ty who
a col league had

are more l ikely to
a ser ious addict ion

M1, son's nldictetl
to footboll! lt 's
like a drug to hint.

I 'm a shopahol ic!
I cdn't resist buying
cktthes.

I'm d chocaholic!
I can't liue a day
withctut it.

Addictions 40
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Unit by unit notes
1 Death
Bc aware that a discussion of death at any r lme
rs capable of t r iggering powerful  emorions.
Reading
Put the s.tudents in pairs. Each member of the
pair reac'ls a different text, then reports the
contents of the texrs to each other. They then
w.rk rhrorrg,h the quest ions rug"rh"r.  

'

Answers :  1 .  p robab ly  b .  2b .
StLrdents could look at the discussion quest ions
in prilirs ancj rhen report back to ttr. .t]rr.
Language
l .  dy ing  2 .  murder  3 .  dy ing
.t .  k i l l  6.  murder 7. death S.
10 .  death
The three idiomatic expressions all mean: .He,s
dead. '  Discuss any simi lar ."pr.rr i . r*  i r_,  t t , .
stuclenfs '  own Ianguage(s).
Thc carroon introduces the related and
cJrrngerous area of suicide.
See :r lso Units 28. 39.

2 Nudity
Discussion
Ask students if they have ever experienced
anyth ing  l i ke  the  s i ruar ions  in  1_6.
Reading
lb  2a  3  I r  i s  poss ib le .
Discussion

, ' .  
t l . t  f cc l .cvery  bcrch  shou ld  be  a  na tur is r

Dench. z.  I  hc.y wi l l  defend them in court  i f
they have behaved reasonably.  3.  A ;u; .
cross-Channel relay swim. 4. Discounts on
ferry services, car rental  and breakdown
ir.rsurance, i rnd nudist  Caribbean .ruir . r .
Language
I .  poss ib ly  2 .  bas ica l l y  3 .  idea l l y
4. real ist ical ly 5.  surpr is ingly 6. obviously
7._Surpr is ingly 8. Basical ly" 9.  Ideal ly--
10 .  rea l i s t i ca l l y  1 : | .  Obv ious ly  12 .  poss ib lv

You could put the students in pairs and grve
jokes 1-5 ro one srudenr and e_t0 to the other.
\X/hen they have completed rhem, ger srudenrs ro
tell the jokes to each other.

Reading
Pre-teach any vocabulary students rnight need.
Ncrte: a pit-bull terrier is a parricularly fierce
breed of dog.'Woof is the word *. u* ,,,
descr ibe a dog's bark -  i t  is also the sound of
something bursting into flames.

Follow-up
There are lots of websites dedicated to jokes of
this kind. You could ask students ro search for
more jokes on specific subjects on the web.

4 Taboo conversation topics
Different cultures see different subjects as taboo.
You can exploi t  this with a mult i_l ingual c lass.
Reading
Get students to read the conversations
out the people and si tuat ions on their
then compare their answers ln palrs.

Discussion
In Bri tain i t  is not , the done thins,
how much they earn .r, h.r* -uJh
Possible replies to the questions in
2 and 3 are:,
Conversation 2: Nor ds much as I,d lika;
Solicitors aren't as uell paicl as you think, you
know; Oh! I get by; I don't thiik that,s any of
your business.
Conversation 3: That's a rather Dersonal
question; More than I should: li na1, look a lct
b.ut it 's all muscle, you know; I donlt knctut _ I
daren't get on the scales these tlays.
The cartoon

4. ki l l ing
murder 9. death

and work
own and

to ask people
they weigh.
conversations

ls not a sertous
the units most

cl imb 5. throws
ca l l  10 .  say

This gives you the
rel igion is a taboo

Language

opportunity to ask studer-rts if
topic among their  f r iends.

1Q 2R 3Q 4R 5R 6Q 7R 8Q eR
You could now return to conversations 2 and 3
and ask students to.read them in pairs,  insert ing
some of the expressions from this exercrse.
Your best friend
To finish off, put srudents in pairs and ask them
to choose one of the statements and write a
short  dialogue around i t .  They can then read
their dialogues ro the class.

3 Pof itically incorrect jokes
Be rvarned rhat al though this

. i ;s1e' ,  i t  is potent ial ly one of
l ikcly to offend.

Language
l .  rnake 2 .  d rown 3 .  pu t  4 .
6. rerrain 7. have g. take 9.

Unit by unit notes
Taboos and /ssues
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5 l t  should be banned!
This unit  covers a lv idc var iety of topics. I f ,

c lur ing thc lessotr,  disct- tssion f<lcuses on one

pirrticlrlrrr topric, vou IrIeY wish to erplore that

further rrr thcr than f inish thc othcr act iv i t ies.

Sonre topics nrcnt i t lncd in this unit  are whole

tur.r i ts -  i rbort ion, c lrugs, nudit l ' ,  racism, gun

1-losscssiot.t rrncl rrnit.tt:rl rights, for exanrplc.

Reading
hr thc f i rst  tert  r t ' look t l - re other way'pr l l icv is

rvhen the pol ice ignore people breaking the law.

In thc thirc l  tcrt  the custome r 's iust i f icat ion for

srrroking wrls:  i ' t  l tar is : t  place for v ices (bad

hebits),  rutd l -re ci ' t t r ' t  dr ink without smoking.

Language
I . I ' r r i  go ing  on  ? .  p ro tes t  ag i r ins t  3 .  s ign

4. crr tnprt igns -5. lobbr '  6.  r-rrge 7. boycott

8 .  c r r r rv  o t t t  9 .  ban

Newspaper language
lc 2h - ic l  4a .5f  6b 7c 8g

Discussion
Notice therc rrre two l ight-hearted suggest ic lns -

btllrornn tlancing ancl sr,rap operds. Ask students

i f  thc-rc r l rc i lny other less ser ious things they

u'ould l ike to birn.

Ask stuclents to just i f -v whv ccrtrr in things should

be bannecl.  This coulcl  be a usefr-r l  source of

lcris: it tltntttges y'our healtlt; it degrades women'

it's ,t lt,trbttric sport, it 's moralllt wrong etc-

6 Not my type
T'[r is uni t  looks at ph,vsical  at tract ion -  but at

habits arncl  chirracter ist ics which repel rather

tlrrrn rrttrrrct. You migl-rt want to check the list

on thc seconcl page f t t r  artything potent ial ly

e r t t l . r l t ' r l l s s i t t g  o r  < l f f e r t s i v e .

Reading
F-ach nrer lber of a pair  rcads a di f ferent let ter.

Thev therr rcport  the let ters to each other before

working throtrgh the discussion quest ions.

Discussion
l. l  fcat l ikc being sick; this rnust be st tme kind

of'ltcrnttnent conditictn; I can't go on bolding

nry brcttth: I t*tn't et'en look in her direction

tt'ben sbc tttlks to me ; This is not your duerdge

ntrtrrring-breath kintl of smell - this is more like

sornctbing brts tlied inside her.

The cartoon
Which rrcl ject ive best c lescr ibes the cartoon:

iurtrtt,, oiicnsit,c, childish, racist, mdle

cb,t  t t t ,  i  r t  i  st ,  st  t t  P i  di

Iaboos and /ssues

Fol low-up
Ask students to write a letter based on those

they read earl ier,  ei ther fr<lm their  expcrience of

a partner,  or choosing one or two problems

from the l ist  in the f inal  discussiot- t .

Al ternat ively,  they can wri te a let ter giv ing

advice to ei ther Thomas or EmilY.

See also Unit 24.

7 Sex for sale
Discuss ion
lc  2c  3d  4b  5 f  6a

Note that the term escort is often used as a

euphemism f<tr  Prt tst  i t t t l  t ' .

Should we legal ise brothels?
Students could work in pairs and read one tert

each, then report to each othcr.

Both statements are false.

Ask students who they most agree with - Helerr

Maddocks or Janet Boyce .  I f  there is a roughly

even spl i t ,  you could place students with

opposing views in smal l  groups and, aftcr a few

minutes'  s i lent preparat ion, give them f ive

minutes to try to persuade others of their

ar€lument.

Language 1

do dcres not collocate with the issue.

Language 2
1 . a , f , h , k  2 . b , c , i ,  I  3 . d , e ' g , i

Discussion
If  your students enjoy role play discussions, put

them in pairs,  ask them to cht lose onc of the

speech bubbles and prepare and pract ise a

conversat ion around the statement.  They could
'perfornt '  their  conversat ions for the class.

Fol low-up
Students could wri te their  own views on

prost i tut ion based on their  discussions.

I  Swearing
Please note this unit  not only discusses

swearing, i t  a lso contains actual swear words'

Reading
Students could work in pairs ar-rd read one text

each, then report  to each other before working

through the questions together.

Answers: 2 and 3 are true. 4 I t 's a possibi l i ty.

Language
You should cross out the fol lowing: 1. rude

2. obscene 3. eood 4. terr ible

Unit by unit notes
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Discussion
It is very diificulr for students to appreciate theexirct force of slli r is a pprop,.,"* lT:,:,[1il:":l-Hffi *;I:pol l r f  oLl t  that i f  they decide , . ,  ur.-r*"nr words,rhey ru,r  a high r isk of _; ; ; r i , ,  *rnn*rrncl sounding either very silly or ve_ry offensive.

Avoiding swear words

I  i ,=  
fuck  2 .  F l ipp ing  =  fuck ine

r .  t ' r tec r l r r rg ,  -  h lood) .  4 .  sug l r  =  sh i t- i .  P = piss 6. B = batstard

9 Torture
Discussion
Accorcl ing to Amnesry Inter:nat ional:  1.  At least124 countries ). Ar t"rrt +e ..rff i ;.;(Nr"rrnbers,re nor decreasing.; ; ; ;  securiry
,1,i." 'anc1 potrce <f 132;;; i l ;;;e involvednr tortunnl l  or i l l_treat ing their  . i r i r"rrr . t
Reading
The counrries irre: Chile, the USA and France.l. So that she wor-rtd si"; ;h;",-'l-Jo} i pri.r,who had askeci her forn"lp. 2. i;fl*'p,rti.".fficers were punisrr"a in ,iiuj.;';j ,;" numberof conrplaints.  3.  In

suppl ied rh; : i r ; . "rormatron 
abor-r t  who

Discussion
Ciive stirdents a few minutes
these cluest ions alone before
Language 1

2. Usually a woma.n is fired, then she goes rc)courr.  3. .Many judges blame , l r . l - r" .y , f r .woman dresses.

Language
l .  in  2 .  fo r ,  o f  3 .  a t  4 .  w i rh  5 .  up  6 .  abour7. between

Ask students if rhey agree with scnrcnce 4.Foltowing senrence z,""J rr;;;;;;'!,u. run.,"examples of what iro pay " .o,.ng,,. :,il' ff::i'J:l::;Hi1'il""'
Discussion
Students can discuss the situations in pairs orsmall groups before o f""db"lk ,.rr",i'rv,rf-t ,fr.whole ctass. Ask srudents r i , ; ; ; i l ;  srruarions
:.Tild rhem of a personal .rp.r,.r,.". 

'

Ask the class if they find ,h; .:".,;'uff"r.,riu..
Follow-up
Ask students to f ind a case of fernale_ro_maleharassment on fhe web before fhe next lesson.

11 Bribery and corruption
Language
1c 2f  39 4h 5b 5a 7d ge

I : fl|{t^ 
r,hospiratity lpurrir.,ty a bribe)J.  a br the 4.  a rewa

7. infruence g. n fru:rXrJ' 
a tip 6' a perk

Ask s rudenrs  i f  rhey  hrvc  ever  heen g ivcn  a  r ip .a reward or a bri
dc, they get in ,n"?,iljfjl'v 

wc,rk. *l,at pe,ki

Reading
Students could work in groups of three. Eachmember of the sro.up reads a different article.
Il.: :n"r,.po.i rrr" .", * i, I i'ii"' "',,,. r ",,,rhe group.

The art ic le about the bus dr: iver does nor r .nvolvecorruption.

Discussion
l b  2 b  3 a
For  s tudenrs  who a

T::.,.""Tpres or ;:#ffiT1;H'r11,1* n"
tnar they have read or heard ,1,";;;; ,h. n._r.
Language
1. reward 2. favour 3. inf luence 4. perks5. r ip 5. hospital i tv 7.  br ibes g. oi i  

. ' ' '

Discussion
Make sure students are aware
suggest alternative responses in

to think abour
they discuss rhem.

l .  rrs a result of 2. f<.tr the rest of 3. rn aninrerview with 4. lr.r "n .ffort ,"' ,. l, the hands
l i irl;l,, 

rhe absence r>f 7. in"i;",.; 8. by rhe
Language 2
l .  by the encl of  2. ,ar the hands of 3.  rn view<tf  4.  f<>r rhe rest of  5.  as " l " l r r ,  " i  6.  in anutrervlew with 7. in an effort to S. in tlr"absence cl f

Extra activity
Ask students i f  they have ever seen orcxpe.'enced heavy_handed police acii,"rr. t, ,h.use . t  rear gas, rubber bul lers " ;J; ; ; . .cr.lnnons acceptilble for crowd .o.,r.o'il

See a lso  Un i t  39 .

10 Sexual harassment
Look for cllrrcnt cases fo acld to this unit.
Reading

,1::t*:", 
harassrnenr in France is limited tor-r.rassrnenr by a sLrperi.r of a ,";;;;;;;,..

Unit by unit notes
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12 Designer babies
Clivcn tl-re speec'l irt rvhich genetic science ts
cieveloping, this sr-rb;ect looks set to be at the
forcfront of ethical clcbirte for somc years to
conre. Studcrrts may have strong views on the
cxtent to r,vhich wc should interfcre with naturc
rrncl  the possible effects of such interference,
wl-rethcr bcnef ic i i r l  or otherwise.

Reading
The - |ones want e-r babv gir l  because their  only
claughter diecl ancl the,v feel that their family
lacks ' i r  fcmrr le cl imension' .

I T  2 F 3 T

Discussion
(, ive str-rclents two or three minutes to think
abolr t  this alone beiore pr-r t t ing them in smal l

l i rol lps to sharc their  v iews. You could then take
rr clrrss vote irncl hold a class debate.

Language
Yrrr.r shcrulcl cross olrt: build and straight.

Discussion
You coulcl ask str-rdents to give more examples
of how people might use genet ic engineering to
'crcr l te '  people in thc future.

Notc thc quote at the bottom of the page. Ask
stuclents to crplain what the professor means
and ask whcther they agree with his predict ion.

13 Ch i ld ren  who k i l l
Cirses of chi lc lrcn committ ing brutal  and horr i f ic
nrurclers in both the UK and the US prompted
this unit ,  which rrr ises the quest ions of why
thcsc things happen anci wl-rat should be done
irbout thc perpetrators.

Discussion
You could rrlso discr-rss the age at which people
ci lu vote, jo in the army, have sex legal ly,  smoke,
bu.v alcohol,  get marr ied ancl get a dr iv ing
l icencc.

Reading
Answers: The latest t rend is to treat chi ld ki l lers
as thouglr the,v lvcrc adr"rlts: "if you are old
enough to ki l l ,  you are old enough to face adult
penalt ie s.  "

True or false?
lF -  hc nra.v get pirrolc 2T 3T 4T

Language
I b 2cl .la 4e -5c
6. evidencc (the others are people) 7. f ine (a
plrnishment,  not i - l  cr ime) 8. adult  ( the others
rrre i r l l  voufrg people) 9. witness ( the others al l

Taboos and /ssues

have negat ive connotat ions) 10. set l tence (the

others are all to do with beine freecl)

Fol low-up
Students choose one of thc four f inal  discussior l
quest ions anc' l  wr i tc their  response.

See a lso  Un i ts  17 ,  38 ,  39 .

14 Gays and jobs
Over the past 20 or 30 years att i tudes (and

laws) in many countr ies towards gays havc
become considerably more l iberal .  Howeveq t t . t
some areas of l i fe,  there is st i l l  considerable
prejudice. In some countr ies homosexual i ty
remains a taboo subiect and homosexual acts
may even be i l legal.  People oftcn havc strong
feel ings about gay issues.

Reading
1. The second art ic le.  The problem is that thc
mayor wants her lesbian partner to be the
mayoress. 2.  The f i rst  art ic le.  The person is
leaving the navy because he feels that the
( iovernment should not al low gays to join the
armed forces.

True or false?
7T 2F 3F 4T

Language
1. good mil i tary reasons, pol i t ical  and legal
reasons, for s imi lar reasons, for no good
mil i tary reason, she sees no reason to . . . ,
2.  d is wrong. ' l  see no reasolt  to change tny
mind'  is correct Engl ish.
3. 1.  one good reason 2. the real reason
3. no reason 4. some reason.
4. powerful does not fit.

The cartoon
You may have to explain what a fete is and a
'guess the weigbt of the caAe ' competitior-r.

15 Animal r ights
The subject of  animal r ights can provokc strong
feel ings, as evidenced by the act iv i t ics of the
Animal Liberat ion Front in the UK, an
organisat ion which takes forceful ,  direct act iotr
agair-rst  organisat ions and individuals i r-rvolved
in using animals in scient i f ic cxperimcnts.

Discussion
Possible uses: We keep them as pets, use their
skin and fur for c lothes, test medici t res ancl
cosmctics on them, farm thern for meat or <tther
products, keep them in zoos, train them ttr
perform in circuses, use them for transport ,  use
them to pul l  and carry things, race them, use
them for transplants, send them into space.

Unit by unit notes



r
Reading
(clockw.ise fronr top lef t ,  ending in the rniddle) _a. l . lc\ t .spaper art ic le;  an aclvert isenrent for a
: :1. : : : - , ( l f  

a ,rcwspaper or on a bi l tboard);  anectvcrt lsclncnt f i l r
rrr  a sh' tr ' r  rv incl .* ,sonle 

puppies ( in a newspaper '

c,rr\ or e rca,et 1,:ii,;l';J::,:l*: il::i:li:r',r.ricc irr rr zoo; a lahcl ,rn f,r,,i-p.l-il*,,r*
Language
tN 2N 3( )  4 ( )  5 ( )  6N 7( )  8 ( )  eN l0ol l N  l 2 N

Discussion

N<rticc ser,.eral urrrrsual,word-s: ueal, pate de frieti'rls,,srr/g// |l, sc1 uirreI, hedgehog, t":,rio7,iu. yuucoukl rr lso use the rcjisc'ssio' ;,,-,;.',;:,;:'ilil l.l j;::]'n "

16 Marriage
Alrnost ccrtainly someone in the class wi l l  bese'pararecl or hilve parents,_h., hru."r.i_,nrnr..t()r. c\,'clt rlrc separating at the moment.
ObvioLrslr,,,rhi.s topic l-an [.,e u"r1, frr^fr-,t f,r,nranv preople.

Discussion

and despair .  4.  After the Dunblanc r.)rassacrc,
il" 

l.)y: rvc.re trghtenccl. Norhirrg i"pp.n".l: r t ter Clolumbinc.

Language 1
I .  i l legal 2.  ouf larvecj  .1.  l ive s 4. weapon . ! .  inself-defence

Language 2
lc  2a  3d  4e  5 t r
Discussion
If  t ime is short ,  put.students_ in snral l  groups andlet thenr choose which sct of  quesrionl  theywant to discuss. Tl
see ars, Units 5, ,  

j ,  
; ; . t " t ' "  

is vcry p,wcrful .

18 The safe of human organs
This unir  looks at organ transplants :rncl  someof the r :el i r ted moral and cthical  i r r l ,* . ' i f  "member of the class.has ""), .i i;..:;;, '. ' ln',ri.".t
experience of t ransnlan,r,_ah"u ,""u' i r . ' * i f  l ing t<rshare that with the class. Be sensit ive ro rhe factfhat transplants are ufr.n unr,-,..1";;;,i. '
Discussion
If  anyone has an or l ian
cl i rss can have a look at

donor c i l rc i ,  ask i f  the
r t .

Yrlu coulcl  rrsk stucients for
the l '  know.  rbout  lovc  and
Who befieves what?
rs 2.1 .ts 4.1 rs
Language

other sayings rhat
re lat ionships.

l .  s ign r .  brc.aks cbrvn 3. Iast 4.  work . I .  spl i tup 6. col t tcsts 7. break
Discussion
YoLr coulcl  use onc of these points as the basisf i rr  e f i r l low_upr wri t ing r"rki
Scc  a lso  L ]n i ts  2 .1 ,  29 .  32 .

1 7 Nobody needs a gun
Thcrc Arc nlrrnv websites connected with bothDunb lar re  anc l  C lo li' r<, e,. j.:.h ;,i;I'll,i:: *:'j Jlff ,:r 

e n a n,es
brrckgroLrncl  infonnat ion or i f  ,nr- '_,rr ,  y,r , , r .studelr ts to clo sonrc reseitrch.
Reading
Th i r  i s  i l  l ) ( , r . \ ( )n  t l  (
. ._+.._r. .  . )plnron as opposed tc_r an
- . . l l i l . .  

\ ( )  \ ' ( )u  n r rghr  wanr  ro  re i l c l  i t  a lo t rd  wh i lesruclcnts rerlcl, fo help enhance the ef-fect ,rfsontc() l re crplressing thcir  v iew.
Discussion
( l i r  t '  s f  t r t le  nt5 i l  f ( ,u .
(r 'estrol. ls ar.re befi 

l l . l lnLltes to irnswer the

Answers: r . a,,g"., ;::i,l[.:il :i:';:li::T'
Unit by unit notes

Reading
1. , \4any of our borrowers only
] .H .  

rccorded rhe  1 . rh1r11g L .1 l l r ' .
. f  . rpanese Ir t ' l ier c thcir  l . ,odi t , r  l l .e
cost you drt Ltrnt and d leg.

have o l re .
3. Becausc the
sacrecl. 4. It,tt

Language 1
1g 2h 3e 4d - ia 5c 7f gl t

Language 2
l .  krng and harcl  

,2.  
c lay and age .1. black andwhitc 4. wait ancl see .!. few and fn, l.,"rlv."n6. f i rst  ancl  f i r renrtr ; t  7. l"rp,  " ,rJ h,,un.t ,8.  s ick ancl r i red

Extra activity
In the UK,people givc bkr 'c l  vol l rntar i ly,  wit l r .utpaymeut,  but in some countr ies blood cionorsare paid for their  contr ibut ionr.  d; ;r ' , r , ryone inclass givc blood? Arc they, pnid? i ,  ; ; is r ieht?
Folfow-up
Asl< the class fo sea.rch fhe internef for websites.ffering tne possihiuty 'f ir,;;j;;;;,;,;;,,

19 AIDS
This unit  ainrs fo be inforrnir t ive as wel l  asprovoking cl iscussion. As thc ".r i . ] t "  , f r ,  gun. linformation is the hesr way of prcvent ing AIDS- much of rhe blame for rhe . , r"r"-r" i "g sprreadof AIDS can be amributed , , ,  ,*" .rr , r . .1",r .1i
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prcjr"rdice. A discussion on AIDS may rarse

issues rclr ted to malc homttsexual i ty,  moral i ty

rrnd scnrrr l  f rcecloln. You need to consider this

lvhcrr clecic'ling whether to Llse this r:nit.

Discussion
1. a, b rrr tc l  c l  rrre al l  possible ways of passing on

HIV infect ion. 2.  Thev are al l  far lse.

Reading
l .  Sub-Saharar r  A f r i ca  2 .  No.  3 .  Rough ly  equa l

numbcrs of mcn and women. 4. Young adults

ancl pcople i r-r  ear l .v middlc age

Discussion
| .  Thc treatments are roo expensive. 2.  I t  k i l ls

the pcople who raisc the chi ldren, support  the

elcler lv ar-rd bui ld the country 's economy.
3. ( loocl  information about how to prevent

irr fect ion. 4.  The cl i f f icul ty of using condoms;
i-r wot.rtrln's clcpendency on her husband; the

dcnial  of  sor lc governl-nents that there is a
prclblerrr.

Language 1
2. clevelop 3. producc 4. have -5. prevent

6. bc rr-radc 7. arvoicl 8. fight f . increase

10.  mr rkc  l  l c l  IZc  13a l4e  15b

Language 2
l .  c levckrped 2. prodr-rcecl  3.  avai lable
4. prevcnt -5. increasing 6. avoid 7. had

t l .  f ight 9.  nr i rke

20 Tel l ing l ies

Discussion
After the trrsk, ask students whether their
partuer wrrs goocl irt l-ving or not.

Reading
I F  2 T  3 T

1. Hc resignecl in 1974 to start  wri t ing, in order

to pay off  his debts. 2.  He resigned in 1986

over stor ics r tbout sending d2000 to a
prost i tute. .1.  Because they al leged that he slept

witl-r a prostitute. 4. Beciruse he admittcd
pcrsuacl ing rr  f r ietrd to l ie for him.

Language
rr.  teeth b. l ie c.  inch d. answer e. leg f .  pack

l .  pu l l ing  2 .  g ive  3 .  l y ing  4 .  t rus t  5 .  to ld
6 .  tc l l

Tel l  the truth!
[ .et  students work through the quest ionnaire in

prr i rs beiore comparing answers as a class.

Extra activity
Prrt  this l ist  on the board: Lawyers, estate

Ltgents, politicians, second-hand cdr salesmen,
t l tc pol ice. Ask the cl : rss i f  anv of them have

Iaboos and /ssues

reputat ions for ly ing. I f  so, which arc thc worst?

See a lso  Un i ts  11 .23 .

21 Abortion
Ren-rember that when discussing ab<lr t ion,

c lcep ly  he ld  and oppos i r rg  v icws tn ry  l ' ' t '

erpressed. Personal exprer ience of abort i t ln can

also make this a very sensit ive topic.

Language and discussion
lb  2d  3c  4a

At thc end of this discussiort  scct ion, students

are asked outr ight for their  v ictr , '  on i rbort ton.

Do not press students to give thcir  v iews i f  they

prefcr not to.

Reading
She feels her decision wes e posit ivc onc.

Language
\c  2e  39  4d  5 f  6h  7a  8 i  9b

What about the father?
This short  reading text prornpts thc often

forgotten question of the father's rights towards

a pre€inancy. Discuss i t  in srnal l  groups or

br ief ly as a whole class.

D iscuss ion
Ask students f i rst  to divide the 10 views int<r

pro-choice statements and pro- l i fc statel .nents.

They then work through the views in pairs or

smal l  groups. Final ly,  have a class discussiot l  ot l

the statements which attracted most c()ll l l-l lent.

22 National stereotypes
This unit  is a relat ively l ight-hearted look at

nat ional stereotypes but i t  can, of course, st i l l

of fend. To take discussion to a deeper level,

however,  you might wish the class t t l  crat l l ine

the effccts of stereotyping. ls i t  nothing morc

than a subt le form of racism? Does i t  have ir

negat ive effect? I f  so, what is that ef fect? Or is

i t  real ly no more than a l i t t le harmless fun?

Discussion
If some students create their own versiot-t of thc

;oke, ask them to read i t  alor-rd to the clalss.

True or false?
1F - the survey was conducted in Ar-nerica 2T

3T 4F - they want to havc things just l ikc at

home 5F - thcy ncver leave a t iP 6T

Language
I c  2 d  3 a  4 b  5 f  6 e  7 i  8 k  9 9  1 0 i  1 1 1  1 2 h

Discussion
Emphasise there are no r ight answers here and

try to keep the discussion l ight-heartcd.

Unit by unit notes
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24 Are you
body?

happy with your

Fof low-up
Ask stuclents to wri te a clescr ipt ion of their  own
]_l.l]ll,i"]ltt: They rray wanr ro explode somcnrvths! l f  rhcv olr iect to nat ional sfereorypng,rrsk thenr ro wrire erplaining why, withrr . f t . rr ' l ler.  t .  pt ,rs,rrrr l '  a*p.r ; ln,_.. . ' '  

" ' '

Scc rr lso Unit  2- i .

23 Cheating on your partner
True or false?
l F  t F  . t t -  4 T  t T

Language
lttd tt orta ni,qbt sfuntl,, sleep arotmtl, gontg tobctl u,it/t lsonteoncl, tteert intirrtttte tuitb( Lt n ( ) t b c r t Lt { ) | | t tt fi ), b, r r r rru i' t i" ( u' ri "7 tI r' rr r r,
Discussion

,l,T: :::U:lr1in 
pairs or small sroLrps ro srarr rheclrscussron. Then involv" th.  wh,r l"  c lass. y,ru

c-ruld tr1' ancl get sruclenrs ," ;r;.: ,i,r'r"." ,lr"Iine ialls [-,ctr,v.]c,r .lreing 
;rr, fri."jr:'r".f' chcar ing ' .

See r r l so  Un i rs  16 ,  20 .

25 lmmigration and racism
This is a highlv sensit ive urr i t .  Thc issucs rhat i tr i r ises have beer_r the f l i rshpoint for nors,terror isrn ancl evert  rvars. Usc rvi th caut lonl
Reading
lF 2T l .  Therc rs nothing f i r r  thern ro do _ noentertainmcnt,  n()  c inerna, ctc.  2.  Bccrruse therefr-rgees need

was no , ,r . , ra.  
t t" t ' "  pctrce ancl quiet.  3.  There

Language 1
1e 2c  3a  4b  . j c l  5 .  i l l ega l  immigranrs
7. border conrrols s. ;nr,.,rig.ri i ,r, i ,,rri. inr,
9. asylurn seckers 10. cconi lnic rnigrants
Ask i f  srudents have reacl any reporrs of i l legalimmigrants dying on their  j , r , , rniyr.  I f  so, askwhose fault  the cleaths *.r" .  

-  " ' '  "

Language 2
lA  2P 3p 44  5D 6D 7D 8A or  l )(c lepending on rhe conrexr)
Folfow-up
Ask students to search thc wcb for information
on immigrants or racisrn in thcir  homc rown.

fii.;::i:ifi J?, :: i :L:[ i]i :[,'ff ;.;'", n.,,response tO i t ,  e i ther agreeing or cl isagrecrng.
See irlso lJnit 22.

26 Changing sex
People who change their  sex can arolrse srrongfecl ings in others; mosr people wi l l  have l i t t le orno experience ol  understanding of the problcm.
l, 

,rl1t be a good icleer ro f,,"f;,r-rfr. i,",, f,,,Iooking at rhc informarion l ]ox at ,h. lbnrru_ ofthe second page in , , . .1. ,  , , ,  .1", , ; ; :  rerrsgender and sex, ancl to e rplain *hu ,,rrr.,. preoplefeel that a sex chang" ,rp.r"u,r ,r ' , r 'n-.rra.r .
Language and discussion
Say the words for studenfs to repcat ancl getthem to rnark the stress.
Reading
1. Because the regular cusfoners fel t
r-rncomfortable. 2.  No.
True or false?
lF -  she srarrcd going recenrlv.  2T 3T
Language
The purpose of this act iv i ty is ro give studenfs i rwide range of w.rds ro deicribe il,; ;h."would react ir.r rhe siturrrio,rs in rhe i.ffr*i"*
discussion. Say the words f.r, ,tud.nir"ri, ,.p"",i rncl  get them to nlark the stress- 

----""  "

Closnrct ic surgcry is on the increase ancl peopleilre strtrtln.q to have it rrt an increasingly y.rung",age.,This unit  prronr; .r ts haIf_serio. ,r 'J i r .urr iun
on rhe ropic irnci is unrikery ,,, ,,ri. ',...] bur, asi l lwr lvs, be scnsit ive.
Bring sonre pictures to class _ thin supermodels,nruscly nren fr .m health "r ,ngnrin;r ,  i iverw"ightpeoprle,  balcl  nren etc.
Discussion
Vru coulcl  f incl  out rvhefhe r anyone in class hashacl plast ic surgery n,-  knn*r-" i r i """ ' r f - ' ,  n"r .
Reading
l.  Thcy rv: lnr ro look l ike the people they see inf i l 's a'cl rnrguzines. 2. He ,i ldh; ri," _",r(x) ) 'oun.q. -1.  Thev are becoming' inc;asingly

c-. 'ce'ecl  with their  physrcal "p;; ; ; ; . . .
4.  I lecrruse his wife wanred hint to.
Language
l .  rh inop las fv  (nosc  iob)  Z .  var icose vernrcrrovrr l  3.  hair  inrplant +. t , . ""rr  .nl , i . r"nl"n,- i .  faccl i f r  5.  runrnrv ruck

Discussion
T l rc  t t ' r r  . r l rou t  rhc  f r r t ren ing  r ( )oms isconrplcrell. rrure irnd is he.e'ibr ir", ""f,fr."sl-tstr cle. rs ma ). 'v, r.r r r,, d i r.u r, 

- 
rrrJii ",ri' i u.r,,.rn.Sec rr lso LJnits 6, .16.
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Discussion
(ict  stuclcnts to cl iscr.rss the si tuat ions in pairs or

srrrrr l l  grotrps.

27 ls this news?

Discussion
Ask studcnts lvhrrt  thcir  prcferred TV channel is

for nelvs reporting ancl whv. Is tl-rere a Inorc
'sensi. t t iotrr t I '  c[r i r t t t tcI  for ne'nvs reports?

Language
rr.  l )crr teu b. unknort 'n c.  breaks d. rcgton

e. ovcrcrowded f .  f i l r l  g.  c lead h. crossf i rc

i .  r .verrthcr j .  t racle k.  bl incl  l .  graphic

Fol low-up
Write rr  s imi lrrr  lct ter to the one about thc

Cbncorcle disastcr,  cornplaining about one of the

tr ,vclvc ncws i teurs on the second page. Pcl int  out

to stucicnts the langr-rage thev can Llsc frorn the

Cor.rcorcle lctter:

I  Lutt  tL 'r i t i t \ {  lo sr l l '  . . .

\Vits i/ rcLtll\ nccessLlrl to ...

Did i t  r tot  <tccttr  to \ 'ot t  that . . .  etc.

28 The r ight to die

In sot-ue clrtsses stlrcleltts ma,v hirve direct

erpcr ience of f r icncls or relat ives who, as a

rcsult  of  rrge, i l lness or accident,  have bcerl  in , . r

s i tuet ior.r  lvhere the pat ient 's r ight to die has

been consiclcrec' I .  For thesc class members the

to1'r ic urrrv be part icular l l 'emotive and npsett ing'

Discussion
1. cuthrrtrrrs irr  2.  sLr ic ic le -1. mltrc lcr
,{ .  rnanslrrughter

Rcfcr to thc bor rr t  thc hottom of the scct lnd

page ior c lef ini t iorrs of tvpcs of euthanasia.

Reading
lf  1 'ou plr t t  to hrrve rr  whole class discl- tssir ln rr t

thc cnd, rrllocatc five minr-rtes for each text so

t l -rrr t  t l - re groups f in ish at thc same t ime.

Li fe and death
1. l i fe 2. l i fe - i .  l i fe/cleath 4. c leath -5. death

6. l i fe/clceth 7. c leath 8. l i fe 9. l i fe/death

10.  l i fe  l  l .  c le i r th  l2 .  l i fe /c lea th  13 .  l i fe

1 4 .  l i f c  l . 5 . c l c e t h  1 6 .  l i f e  l T . d e i r t h

I [J. life/clcath

Fol low-up
Ask s t r r . l c t t t s  t ,  r  wr i t .

of  euthrt trrrs irr .

Sec ir lso LIni t  l  .

Iaboos and /ssues

29 Old enough to be her
g randfather!
Discuss ion
Search thc web for famous couplcs usir-rg rheir

names, ttnd ltren4ttidl agreement or prcttttpti,tl

contrdct.

Reading
You or a student could read the f i rst  let ter alor-rcl

to the class. Another student can rcrrcl  the rcply.

True or false?
I T  2 F  3 T  4 F

Language 1
6 ar-rcl  7 probably apply to the rclat ionship i rr

the let ters.  Some people may think that 4

appl ies because of the age di f fercncc. ( lvrr ics

might feel  that 3 appl ies!
a2 b4 c.5

Language 2
lc  2d  3a  4b  -5 f  6e

Discussion (extra activitY)
Get students to wri te their  own personal

advert isemcnts on a piece of paper and st ick

them on the board for everyonc to read.

30 Big Brother is watching!
This r-rni t  is about pr ivacv and the cxtent to

which employers can keep an eye or-r  their

workers and obtain i rr formation about thcm.

It  f in ishes with a quest i t l r lnaire which asks how

much you respect others'  pr ivacy.

Reading
A 'cookie'  is a f i lc placed on voLlr  complt ter l ' rv

a Web scrver as a sort  of  ID.
1b or d 2. dn infringement of our ltriuacy
3. it nmy be utatching yott, keep trdck of, keep

an e)te on you, keep tabs on, lteing traced by,

rccrtrd, track.

Language
PRIVATE - INSIDE: behind closed doors,

keep the press out rtf her priuate life, insidc

inforntation
INFORMATION C;ETTING OUT: neurs g,ot

ctut, the affair leoked out, I feel exltosed, out in

tbe open, soon-to-be-released

1. closed 2. or-r t  3.  pr ivate 4. out -5.  open

6.  ins ide
l)o students have sirni lar erprcssiot ' ts in thcir

own language?

Privacy and you
After the class has discussed the si tuat ions tn

pairs or smal l  groups, go through the si tuat ions

if
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Irs lr clrtss itncl see whr; would do what: ,.In
nurnbe r one, who would reird every page ?" etc.

31 Anxiety and depression
We clo nor normal ly admit  to being cleeply
urrhaprp_v or depressed. This unit  erplores the
t l [ roo of actual l r .  admit t ing that yuu are not as
happrl, rls voLl wclr.rlcl l ikc to be.

Discussion
Itcacl  t l ic information i rbout the survey alor-rcj .
Stuclcnts r 'utswer t l - re qucst ions in pairs.
Reading
You nr ishr wanr ro read this aloud whi le
stuclcnts fol low.

l .  [Je rvas suffcr ing from depression. 2.  His
nrarr i r lec, his job, s lcep, his social  l i fe _ his
r,vl-rolc lifc, in firct. euestion 3 is irbout
stuclents '  or.vn erperiences. euest ior-r  4 is
cont pl(]tc gr_rcsswork.

Language
l.  c ' lorvn 2. uslral  -1.  weather 4. low 5. top
6. harcl  7.  under 8. take Senrence 3 is usual lv
usecl ro trr lk i rbout phvsical  health.

Discussion
Ask studcnts i f  thcy have had any experience of
rrny oi  these concl i t ions -  ei ther their  own. or
sourc()ne thcy' knclrv.

Reading
If  there is anv i rdvice which srudents think is not
helpfLr l ,  crrn they add their  own, better advice?
Whirt  r tbout rnedicat ion from the cioctor?

32 Gay families
Ovcr the past 20 r tr  .30 vears att i tudes (and
lan,s) in nt i lnv countr ies towards gays have
beconrc consiclerably more l ibcral .  Howevcr,
i r . r  sonre i rrerrs <l f  l i fe,  there is st i l l  considerable
prejLrcl ice. In sonre countr ies homosexual i tv
rer lrr i r . rs i l  taboo subject and homosexual acts
nr i lv c\ .cn be i l legal.

Reading
The best hcacl l ine is probably:  OUTRAGE AS
(;AYS I ' [ -AN THIRD C,HI[ .D

True or false?
lT 2l-  -  rhcre wrts i l  problem bringing the
chi lc lrcn into rhe coLrnrry.  3F - thev havc fal len
o u t  u i f h  r h e  g i r l s '  r n o r h c r .  4 T

Language
lc 2cl  - l f  ,+b -5g 6h 7e 8a
You crrr.r clescrilrc the farnily in the text as an
r f f lL re r r r  fanr i l r ,  ( they  are  mi l l iona i res) .

Unit by unit notes

Discussion
After students have discusscd their  v iews in
1-rairs or smal l  groups, perhi tps take a class vote
on whether they think gavs should have rhe
legal right ro rnarrv.

See also Ur-r i t  16.

33 Begging
Discussion
tncourage students to tel l  cach other about anv
experiences they have had with beggars.

Discussion
l .  James 2 .  Ed i l son  3 .  Ana 4 .  A tsuk<r

Poem
Yor-r could read this poem aloud to the class.
Students might also wanr ro reacl i t  a loud but
they wi l l  need t ime to rehearse i t !

Discussion
The t i t le rneans something l ike: I  might bc
homeless, but I  can st i l l  rel l  ycru wher I  think.
Your charity is shameless refers to the line
before * One penny - that the help given rs s<r
small. My passing will be painless means I'l l die
a painless death.

Language
1. penni less 2. c lueless 3. counrless
4. powerless 5. heart less 6. faceless
7. point less 8. worthless 9. painless

Discussion
The class can compare their  answers in Darrs or
smal l  groups and then as a whole class.

Fol low-up
Students can wri te their  answer to the very f i rst
quest lon on page one at home.

34 Compensation culture
Suing for compensat ion is commonplarce in the
US and on the increase in rhe UK. ioLr could
supplement this unit  with rccent cases from the
press. Alternativcly, ask students to find .l case
on the web, searchrng rvi th words l ike szc,
d am a ge s and contp ensat to n.

Reading
The last paragraph refers ro two absurd,
potent ial  compensarion claims. Ask students i f
they think they could happen.

Language
1. sue 2. awarded 3. get 4.  took .5.  sett le
6. won 7. appeal
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Language 1
I .  lots of men irrc start i t rg to go to hcalth spi ls

and gyms 2. pa,ving Lt great cleal  of

(unnecessar.v) at tent ion to their  bodics 3. strot- tg

and v is ib le  s tomach musc les  ( tha t  look  l i ke  the

top of a sir-parck of Lreer cans) 4. beconre less

clearly clef ined as to rvhat is male ancl rvhat is

fen-rale -5. working out,  gett ing biggcr rnttsclcs

6. give thetrselves L1 new rolc in l i fc

Language 2
Put on u,eight and let )'rntrself gt ilre tl-re ocld

ones ( )L l t .

L has let  2.  has put or l  3.  r 'vatchir lg 4. takc

-5. stay 6. take 7. rvork out t i .  pal l lper.  9.  l tse

Vanity survey
If  i t  would not cause cmbarrassmclt t ,  put the

rcsults of the sLlrvey (namcs of stuclents and

points scorccl)  orr  displav in thc clrrss.

The cartoon
Thc cartoon could open Lrp the topic of obesit ,v:

why people get fat; why it's OK tor ;-'r rnln to bc

ovcrweight,  but not for a woman etc.  Is i t  t r t tc

that inside every fat  person therc is a thirr  one

strr-rgglirrg to get ottt?

See also Unit  24.

37 Legal is ing drugs

Rcmember you lnay have stt tdcnts who havc

experience ( legal or i l legal)  of  rccreat ional

drr,rgs. You rnay also have studcnts who have

direct or indirect erperience <l f  sclme of the verv

negat ive aspects of drugs trnd clrug cul ture .

Discussion
Main soft  c lrugs: mari juana ancl cannabis.

Main hard clrugs: cocaine anci hcroir t .

rol l  a joint  -  make a cannaLris cigarettc

get high = when the drug stxrts t()  i l f fcct  Yoi l

smoke dope = rnari iuana

snort  cocaine - inhale cocainc through vour

N O S C

an acld ic t  = sol r lconc who r leeds to take . r  t l ru t l

becomc adcl ic tec l  = the process o i  bect l t t t i t lg  . t t l

add i c t

c lverc lose = a dangert ) t ls  a lnoLl l l t  o f  . t  dr t tg

corne of f  c l rugs = brcak the addict ior l

Discussion
The fol lowing reasons are

Language
L demrrg i r rg  2 .  add ic t i ve
4. immediate, long-ternl

6. c lesigner

m e n t i o n e c l :  7 . 2 , 4 .  6 .

3. benef ic ial
i .  lega l ,  i l l ega l
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Extra activity

f  t rst  for iun, r tsk st t tc lents to use their

inrrrginrr t iot ' rs to cornplete these heacl l ines:

. \ / l , i r ' l l l s  s t t t '  l c ' t t ' l ) ( t  I t t r  . . .

T t ' l t  l t t r  s / / ( ' - i  - i / / / ( / ( ' / t  t s  l r t r  . . .

I )og  s l l cs  ( ) t t ' t t c r  i r t r  . . .

Ou'rt t , r  s lrcs , /og ior . . .
C.hi ld sues pLtrett ts for . . .
/ ' .n ' t ' r t l -s srtr '  c l t i l r l  [ , , r  . . .

35 Sport and money

Discussion
lc 2c . ld 4b .5e

l \ l ichacl Schutrr tcher is paicl  the most,  fol lowcd

bv Tigcr 'Woocls,  Beckhrrt t r ,  Wil l i r rrns and.fones.

Reading
Tl-rc sport  is Americrt t r  iootbal l .

l .  Pirrking, t ickcts,  rcfreshments ancl sol lvenlrs.
?. Becrluse hc thought i t  was very expensive ancl

he , ,von' t  l re going back. 3.  The tnoney he pays

to scc rr  grure prrvs the large salar ies that the

pl i rvcrs gct.  I f  the plavers got a more reirsr lnable

srrlrrrv, he lvoulcl pl1' less to sec the game .

4 .  l l ce r r r rs t ' l re  i c t ' l s  i t  i s  u ro t tg  to  ne)
sportspcople so rnr.rclr ntottev r'vhen there arc

houtclcss ; leoplc ot l  the streets.

Language
l.  think ?. rnone)"s -1. pcnrtv 4. t rouble

.5. t rv 6. r t rouncl 7.  r isk

L80 tltnt,n tltc tlr,tirt = [t 'uvi-ts ir corrplete waste

of df l0.

More issues
Thc rncrt rrrc prricl tnttrc becaltse they are on

court  for longcr,  t t f tcr t  double the t ime of thc

wol-nen. Thc tnetr  l r lso i r t t ract more sponst lrship

nlonc\ ' .

36 Vanity
This unit  cor.r lc l  be potent ial lv very enlbarrassing

in certrr i t r  c l i rsses, so Llse rvi th caut ion!

Bring sortrc nrcr- l 's r t t td lvomen's health and

l i festvle nr:-rgrtz i t tes t<l  c lrrss.

Discussion
You ur ight wiutt  to orgrrnise students into same-

ser pir i rs to cl iscrtss the statemcnts i i rst .  Then, i f

possiblc,  rnir  thent so ) 'ot l  have a rnale ancl i r

fenr,r le cl isctrssing the sante statements.

Reading
Tlrings thrrt nten clo: golilg n healtb sptts dnd
g1,r//-s, botlt, brtir rcntot,tll, ntonicures, pedicures,

tcctb tt' lt itening, liposrtctittn, plucking e)'ebrcxus.

Taboos and /ssues Unit by unit notes
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Fol low-up
Stuclents could use al l  or some of the eight
strr tements in the last discr-rssion as the basis for
thcir  own wri t ten opinion on legal is ing drugs.

Scc  r l so  Un i ts  5 .  40 .

38 Turning the other cheek
Frlrgivcness can be as shocking as other,  more
obvious, t rrboo topics. Obviously,  stLldents
should not bc erpected to reveal anything about
thcnrselves thrr t  they do not wish to.

Reading
l.  Thc i rssrrul t  was f i lmed and shown on TV.
2. He wrrs i r  t ruck dr iver.  3.  They served 4 years
of thcir  lO-year sentences. 4. No. Many people
were outraged. .5.  No. They showed no
relnorsc.

Language
lc 2f 3b 4e -5a 6d 7. hold a grudge
8. water uncler tl-re briclge 9. forgive and forget
|  0.  bLrr,v the hatchet 1 l .  turn the other cheek
12. got e chi tr-r  on his shor-r lder

Scc  a lso  Lhr i t  39 .

39 The death penalty
This is rrn errrot ivc subject which people often
hr rve  s t rong op i r r ions  on .

Reading
I .  (S)he  d idn ' t  be l ieve  in  i t .  2 .  (S)he  th inks  tha t
rlurc'lerers cleservc the death penalty.

A possiblc fol low-up quest ion is to ask the
students wl-rether thev think the wri ter is a man
or ir womrll.r, rtncl rvhy.

The cartoon
You rray hrrve to expl i l in the double meaning of
get a shock Ask students which adject ive best
clcscribcs the cirrtoon: sicA, sttrltid, hilarious,
br i l l iant.  Is the cartoon ant i-American?

Language 1
cree t r t io r r .  conv ic t ion .  compensat ion .
i r lpr isonmcnt,  pLlnishment,  abol i t ion

Language 2
1. convicted 2. erecuted .3. abol ishing
4 .  p u n i s h m e r r t  5 .  i m p r i s o r r m c r r r
6. compensat ion

Discuss ion
After thc class has discussecl the texts and
quest ions in smal l  grol lps, hirve a class fecdback
session to share ideas irnd ooinions.

Fol low-up
Ask students to wri te i r  short  piecc giving their
views on capital  punishrnent.

S e e  a l s o  U n i t s  1 3 ,  2 8 ,  3 8 .

40 Addictions
Discussion
You could start the lessor-r by writing on the
board: Euerybody's addicted to something ar-rd
ask students i f  they agree.

Possible addict ions: smoking, alcohol,  gambl ing,
drugs, work, shopping, steal ing, ly ing,
chocolate, ser.

Reading
After students have reported to each other, givc
them t imc to read their  partner 's text.

Tony Aderms overcame his addict ion, returncd
to a highly successful  footbal l  career and has
become something of an example for people
who want to overcome addict ions.

Discussion
lc 2b Do this in pairs.  Give students a fcw
minutes to discuss the last c1r-rcstion before
discussing i t  as a class.

Ask students i f  they know of : rny other sports
people with addict ior-r  problems.

Language 1
1. addicted 2. addict ion 3. addict  4.  addict ivc
.5. alcohol ic 6. alcohol 7.  alcohol isrn

Language 2
t has a dr ink problem 2. taking an overdose
3. kick the habit  4.  get withdrawal symptonrs
5. seek professional help

See a lso  Un i t  37 .

I
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