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ndenburg Gate, June 2014

World Cup celabrations at the Bra

ed zone,

ovated and is now at the centre of 2 pedestrianiz
for celebrations of all sorts. And

s once again used for a triumphal
entry into the city — not by 2 French invader, but by the German
football team, returning victorious from the World Cup in Brazil.
In the next chapter I shall be going down Unter den Linden
towards the east, tO explore some of the memories of the Cold
War division of Germany- It was so effective and profound that
those who lived in East and West have few memories in common.
What all do remember is the difficulty of ¢ravelling from one Ger-
many to the other and the price paid by those who tried to do sO

without authorization.

been ren
the gathering point of choice
in the sumimert of 2014 it wa

The restored Rei
eichstag, wher
e the German Parli
arliament mee
s,

B) ands i i . p
. 1 n B B i iti
the heart ()i erlin ecause ()1 1ts oSs1tion near tne

for.mf.:r border dividing East and West Berlin, there

buildings near it and it is set between a mead(’)w on =, n'ow "

the' balllks of the River Spree on the other. On most Zne e afld

erxile 1; k?usy with sightseers and strollers, such as yo:;l }rlrilgt:: ;lvc;
e Seine i »

; }1 e 5 noirbthe."ll"lhames. But it quickly becomes obvious that

: : e either London or Paris; it could only be i

in. In various places beside the river are rows of whit); cfol i

sses.

Giinter Litfen 24 August 1961

Udo Diillick 5 October 1961

Hans Riawel 1 January 1963

Klaus Schréter 4 November 1963

Heinz Sokolowski 25 November 1965
Marinetta Jirkowsky 22 November 1980

It seems lik

i t:l ea :::1 ecemetery, because all the dead were young. But

s Easi :tare \;f some (.)f those who were killed trying

- 0 West Berlin after the building in August
potent symbol of the Cold War: the Berlin \;all

2

Divided
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a Waoll, Der geteilte Himmel

Christ
¢ They Divided the Sky), 4963

(Divide;l Henven, 0

CHRISTA WOLY

The deaths range in date from ten days after the building of the
five years after its

Wall to ten months before its removal. Twenty-
{, painful and problematic of all Ger-

fall in 1989, the most Vivic
¢ division remains the brutal splitting
whether

er the age of thirty-five,
man cost of

many’s many memories 0

of the country. Every German

from East or West, knows O
ureaucracy that reg

ov
£ families split, the hu
ulated what movement

an arbitraty, callous b
f those who paid with

there was between the two states — and o

their lives.

Der geteilte Himmel (Divided Heaven), written by the East

German novelist Christa Wolf, was pub\ished in 1963, two years
1t made Christa Wolf’s reputation,

after the Berlin Wall went up-
and has long been seen as the most thoughtful, poignant account

of the divergence of the two Germanys as seen from the East. It
tells the story of Rita and Manfred, young lovers living in the East
before the Wall was built, when travel from East to West Berlin

was still easy. Manfred becomes disillusioned with the East and
ference in West Berlin, where he feels
cater. Rita visits him but
of West Berlin. She
d and to continue

does not return from a con
the opportunities for his career are gf
does not warm to the crowded consumerism
des to end her relationship with Manfre
She knows it is flawed,
le at least aspire to WOL

deci
with her life in the Fast.
at ease in a society where peop

Kk togethes:

but she feels more:

Divided heaven

The couple, ideall i
S ‘}Iferrr:;t.ched in every other respect, founder as the
‘At least they can’t divide the sky,
s : y, says Manfred at the cli-
S ove;/t;l,livf::helll Elt'a cf'looses the communal ideals of EZ[;t
e :v1lt hflm in the individualist West. “The sky?’
A Whu to hop.e and desire, love and sadness;’
g ‘Himat gf,:ts split first.” Throughout the novel th-e
e ;nel means both ‘sky’ and ‘heaven’ — st;nds
Lo heaven,: e 1seeals, for what a society strives to be. The
e Wayfzrfa(t; anc? ?eparated political structures,
ple gl}?t should be together, gri:r]i:;nfpz(r)f S
rista Wolf, li i .

B zii,l :j;e::r heroine Rita, decided to stay in the East.
g e i l\;vas comparatively well treated and al-
o a 'Zi ough she did criticize the regime, and
TS ored, she retained an abiding loyalty to the
- ;e . east to what she hoped it might achieve. H

: glme was stretched, but she remai .
mained committed. T

On 23 Ma
- U3S | th: IIJ ?(49& ;l;eFZejzzrn sectors of Germany, occupied
" , were merged to form the Fed-
N t];et;tf] i(():t Sermzny; and a few months later, on 7 Oct(l:le)(:r
e one became the German Democratic Republic
e re;;;:i. 5;31). At first, movement between the two,
- vely easy. But the relative poverty of East
i parc e result. of war reparations, led more and more
e Wheiiubhkﬂuc‘ht (flight from the Republic) to
i wz:zlionn:; l(:pportunities and political free-
- greater. After 1952, the G
e o andeck:;ifr severely but in spite of the growing rllzlz
e RS ¢, somewhere around 200,000 people still

pe every year. By 1961 around 3.5 million East

Germans le t
ad i
t, apprOXImately 20 per cent Of he entir GDR
ll (S

Overleaf: Tha
0 Berlln Wall [n 1
980, separatin
g the disused Rei:
chstag

in West B
erlin from the Brandenburg Gate in East B
st Berlin

21




-

i & A

P oSt =




Germany: Memorlas of 8 Natlon

population, with serious economic consequences-: In response to
that mass emigration, the GDR sealed the Inner German Bor-
der, and then, on the night of 12-13 August 1961, East German
soldiers began erecting the Berlin Wall, which prevented anyone
from escaping. From the beginning, the policy was brutal: during
its construction, soldiers stood in front of it with orders to shoot
anyone who attempted to defect.

GDR authorities officially referred to the Wall as the ‘Anti-
Fascist Protection Rampart’ (Antifaschistischer Schutzwall), im-
plying, quite justiﬁably, that neighbouring West Germany had not
been fully de-Nazified. Whatever it was called, the Wall did its
job. Between 1961 and 1989, it prevented almost all emigration
from East to West. The haemotrhage of skilled workers stopped,
and the GDR economy stabilized, for a time. But although most
accepted the Wall as impenetrable and insurmountable, during
its existence around §,000 people managed to escape oveh under
or around it, with an estimated death toll of around 100 in the
Berlin area alone.

A hundred or sO miles north of Berlin was another favoured
route for attempted escapes O the West: the Baltic. Made of
bright blue synthetic fibre, armless, trimmed with white zips on
the front and legs, the wetsuit pictured opposite would fit a man
around six feet tall. Although it is noW over twenty-five years old
and housed in the German Historical Museum in Berlin, it looks
as though it has never been worn. Dr Regine Falkenberg, a cura-

tor at the museun, takes up the story:

<After 1961, 5,609 citizens of the GDR attempted to escape via the Baltic
Sea. Only 913 reached West Germany, Denmark or Sweden. 174 died
from exhaustion of hypothermia, or drowned at sea. 4,522 would-be
escapers served prison sentences of many months. Among them was the
owner of this wetsuit. The suif, and another just like it, belonged to tWO!

young men, tWO friends from Leipzig- In November 1987 they p'lanned;f

The wetsult used In an escap® attempt from East to West Germany, November 1087
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able rubber dinghy - painted black, to make it invis-

to paddle an inflat
a seaside resort about thirty kilometres east

ible — from Boltenhagen,
of Litbeck, to the West. They hoped that cheir tightly ftting wetsuits
would protect them from hypothermia. Both of them were arrested be-
boat. In March 1988 they were convicted by
{“an aggravated case” of attempted illegal
hteen months in prison.Thc

fore they even got into the
the District Court in Leipzig 0

o frontier, and sentenced to €ig

crossing of th
orced and cager for a new life in

older man, thirty-five, was recently div
the West.!

ne of the most challenging tasks in establish-

For Dr Falkenberg, 0
d objects like this is deciphering the official

ing the history behin
records of the GDR:
“The difficulty in presenting Of explaining 3 totalitarian state like the
GDR is that the written records are there, but they are deliberately devi-
The great difficulty for the historian now is to
ffensive words, to discover the cruelty and
and that is what is 50 difficult. The sur-
positive. But the words are designed

d the words of the time, do we

ous, concealing and banal.
go behind the seemingly ino
oppression of a totalitarian state,
face looks very calm, very clear, very
to mislead. So how, psing the things an
cecover the reality of an oppressive totalitarian state?’

Yet the wetsuit itself is unambiguous evidence that two men in

1987 concluded that living in the
worth risking death to leave it. There is something un

poignant about it. It is not just

it speaks of high hopes dashed. It is made of such poor; cheap:
dequate for a November Baltic night. Had'
to get themselves.
f cold, or
y could easily
ames on small white crosses: And;.
waited just another two'

fabric, absurdly ina
they not been SO amateur in their planning as

arrested while still on shore, they might well have died ©
drowned — or been shot — once they put to s€a- The
have wound up as two more n

of course, most poignant of all, had they

GDR was 50 unfulfilling it was
bearably

that it was never used, or that

Divided heaven

years, they coul
- t;rle Bracli1 E:jgifrl;llé :::i legally have strolled to the West
.Between 1961 and 1989 some citizens of the
Zi(():zig' zfrtrE;tted ;10 travel 'to the West — above all(i}lx)eRprllietli-:a(l)lf _
2 01(,1 e s‘:’ ::e ;)se facrlnlly ties would ensure their return, anz
S egarded as a burden on the economy: it did
ether they came back or not). From the 1

algr;einent l.)etween the four occupying powers in Berlin 9;0; a'n
slightly easier fO.r West Germans to visit the East. But th =
cess was never simple, and for East Berliners the \;Vest r i Pro-
as remote as ever. The building of the Berlin Wall haderrnn:clizei

. physically impossible for most people to move from one half of
ne half o

thelrl city to anothc?r, but some contact did necessarily conti

not least becatfse since the late nineteenth century the t P

system of the city had been devised on the basis of one i Pk

space, not two divided halves. The underground s ste T

overground rail systems intersected, above all atythzrr:rz:lz'tl}lle
ich-

strasse Stati()ll and 1’1 wa i n th
3 S thls statio a T m
most Ge an
people

Friedrichstrasse Station, 1956
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o cross from one side to the other. The process was

had to use, t
meticulously controlled and governed, particularly on the East-

ern side, by a determination to prevent escape and an equal deter-

ye on those who were allowed to

mination to keep a very close e
come in. The experience of leaving or entering East Berlin through

the Friedrichstrasse Station was for a whole generation of Ger-

mans an unforgettable and distressing emotional experience. The

Friedrichstrasse Station was known throughout Germany as the

Triinenpalast, the Palace of Tears.
The best way to understand how that process of crossing the
border was devised and controlled is by looking at a model of

the station which is now in the German Historical Museum. Dr

Sabine Beneke, a curator at the museum, explains how the station
worked.

1 made the journey from West to East Berlin several times. You always

twenty Deutschmark into Ostmark, the so-called Zwangs-

which every person who went

had to change
umtausch — the compulsory exchange =
from West to East had to do. Normally I took the way by the Friedrich-

strasse. You can see clearly on the model that the station was constructed

in a deliberately complex way. The spaces are divided up by very tall

walls to give the effect of a Jabyrinth. There was no clear orientation.

You can see the different train tracks were completely separated, s0

tracks which operated within the East German side were kept separate

from those which ran through to the West German side or beyond. As

you moved from the train to the exit, you kept having to change direc-
tion and change level. You went into small doors and then large spaces,
then small spaces, and everywhere in the model you can see the high
windows in which observation agents of cametas were placed. Inside the
an see the mirrors at ceiling level, so that the person

d see your back. You were always being

interview cabin you¢
looking at your documents coul

watched by people whom you could not see. You were being monitored

at every stage. lt was really threatening. This model was made,

for the training of Stasi staff, which had a training headquarters here. If

we think;

Model of the translt ar atween West an Berlin, Friedr| rasse Station, 1970
area b b , 197
‘est and East i ichstra:
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q it around, at the back of the model you can se¢ there is a key

you tur
for example, illuminate lamps,

and some buttons. One set of buttons,

which simulate an alarm. So the Stasi could instruct its trainees on what

to do should somebody try to leave the GDR illegally”

This intriguing cross between a model railway and a doll’s house
is doubly disturbing because it looks at Grst sight like a plaything.
It takes some time O realize that it has a very grown-up purpose:
to train border guards in their duties. Particularly striking are

the wires suspended between beams, holding video cameras, SO

that everything that happens on the platforms can be watched.

There is a complex warren of dividers, walls, changing direc-
g spaces, with cabins for ;ndividual interrogation,

tions, changin
the traveller is observed

and with murrors at high levels, so that
stage; confused about where they are going, uncertain
how far they have got in
this would be hard

at every
about what the next space will be, or
the process. As an exercise in disorientation,
to beat. As a way of watching people move under stress and with
fear, it has probably never been bettered. This 1s a surveillance
state at the top of its game. Nobody who came through this sta-
tion forgot the experience.

To police the frontiers, it was not enough to observe people

as they left, or prepared to escape- Republikﬂucht was ideally

to be anticipated and prevented long before it could come to an

g. In the 1980s, a8 the economic gap between
he number of attempted illegal emigra-
plains how the Stasi

attempted crossin

East and West widened,
tions rose steadily. Dt Regine Falkenberg ex
responded:

oo in 1985 to 3,700 in 1986

‘As the number of attempts rose — from 2,2
to deal with spectacular es-

_ a separate section of the Stasi was set up
cape attempts, like trying to penetrate the border barriers by force, try-

ing to fly with improvised aircraft, and all sorts of boats. Between 1987

and 1988 the number of people trying to emigrate continued to rise,

Dlvided heaven

and the ii :

- bitttle:c:a;id its super\./ision of “suspect” categories, especially
men, or people whi heedrl 2 T EAVE WO ErEimariE oled
G e Oa urllsuc.cessful.l)’ applied for emigration. One part
then from the beginni: C(;lectmg flying machines of various sorts, and
for training purposes i; oz?esci:f;irj was a pirmanent exhibition, used
frontier i By materials used to prepare il
Fo dc:;s:;ﬂf:;jﬂil:tl:s why we now have the wetsuits. T}f)ey anclletgl:
e e 0; e .escap.e a.ttempt were transferred to the Volk-
= = .P ice lr.l Ijelpmg — and then transferred to the Min-

ecurity [Stasi] in Berlin.
beenTizdSet’aj: hcaotll;icrzd tfhese ot.)iects firstly to understand how they had
. of materials had been acquired, and what kind of
$ L ere needed to put them together. The aim was to mak i
th;lr ln'formants and their colleagues understood what wase Su're e
W Aat kinds of attempts to escape were being made, with wh gil'ng .
objects, so t.hat they could watch who was buying w’hat kind aft mds’ N
what ql.Jantlties of rubber, what kind of books about ::lerol n 0. material,
on. Objects like this wetsuit served a didactic purpose: tht:’ul:: :;:msd E
: e Stasi

informants know w
hat they needed to look out for, as other citiz
ens pre-

pared criminally to escape.’

o )

a;z: ;:‘::2: ::dartnodel tell not only of the distress and danger
Y yCIe t:cmpt, legal or illegal, to leave the GDR; both
e j tov1;:1e:s to develop the Stasi’s capacity to spy on
e (:f . sdarpefl the observations of its network of
- GDRil.lt. s of mfor.mants. It has been reckoned that
e thei; 1zelrlls was involved in giving information to
L colleagues and neighbours, and sometimes

The experi ifli
e p\);;llefzc: of that stifling nexus of spying is the subject
- 979 nov'ella, Was Bleibt (What Remains). It is
a day in the life of a writer who knows she is under

U eiilanc (o)
€: men sit i
SIt In cars pal‘kﬁd outside the hOllSC' she is fol
v 3 .

Wed and wa (he I an 1Str
10 t L ¥
d, the phorlﬁ 18 tapped. he stress d d‘s €SS




Christa Wolf at her writing desk in the 19805
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{ not knowing
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that this causes are
a, above all the frustration o
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hostile dialogue. The remo
one of the first gains of reu
profoundly shaped key aspect
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g no person with whom to
val of this apparatus of oppre
nification. But the memory o
s of modern Germany.

ve Stasi observation,

ing, has made Germans from
in their

combined
with earlier memories of Nazi spy
both East and West uniquely vigilan
authorize their state to obser
parliamentary authority an
¢ Station today, there is no sen
nd constant observation that
midating. Nothing in the shop
give any clue as to why thi
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s and snacks, one could, ag

t — and vigorous —
ve their movements with-
d oversight. Visiting the
se of the labyrinth of
made it for nearly

refusal to
out specific
Friedrichstrass
disorientation a

thirty years so inti ping malls and
coffee bars would now
long known as the Pala

push, carrying their drink
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addressed of satirized. The admiration for Snowden was clear
and vociferous. And in the Bundestag, speaking on 29 January
2014, Chancellor Merkel articulated to the assembled Members

of the Bundestag the seriousness with which such questions must

be considered:

“The possibility of total digital surveillance touches the essernce of our
life. It is thus an cthical task that goes far beyond the politics of security.
Millions of people who live in undemocratic states are watching very
closely how the world’s democracies react to threats to their security:
whether they act circumspectly, in sovereign self-assurance, or under-
mine precisely what in the eyes of these millions of people makes them

so attractive — freedom and the dignity of the individual’

Perhaps only a German political leader, and one brought up in the
GDR, could have put that argument with such conviction.

The debate about Stasi surveillance, and the huge numbers
of those complicit in it, is still very much alive. And it brings us
back to Christa Wolf, with whose Divided Heaven this chapter
began. That book, published in 1963, 18 remarkably open about
the shortcomings of the GDR, the gap between high ideals and
daily compromises and evasions. Wolf’s later memoir about the
destabilizing experience of being under surveillance, Was Bleibt
(What Remains), was written in 1979- She did not, however, pub-
lish it until 1990, after the Wall had fallen. Its appearance then
caused a literary storm. Critics, mostly from West Germany, ac-
cused her of cowardice or wWorse for not publishing it while the
GDR and the Stasi were still in power, when its appearance might
have done something t0 limit the abuses of the state. Instead, they
alleged, she had chosen to remain silent - complicit = while enjoy-
ing the privileges granted to her as an internationally celebrated
author, licensed to make mild criticisms of the regime.

There was worse to come. Having spoken, and indeed writtei

about her dislike and disapproval of the GDR state gurveillance

Angela Merkel speaking i
ng in the Bundestag about digital survelllance, 29 J)
s anuary 2014

system, in the early 1990s Wo i

umes tha't the Stasi haj compillfelc)ieiz;tt lll'i)rll:fdt t:l'nf'orhty-two o
op-en to dlnspection in the state archives. There, to lllir WLrCeIetnow
f}:lasteszn heverllfgreater qlsmay, she discovered a number (g)f rz (S:rl:
i haz berse he‘ld delivered to the Stasi between 1959 and Ip 96 Is
e (:)e: eaar:: 11lnfo}1;mamt, part of that great network of citizens.
i on Zt der to the authorities. She had had meetings

- ftac l(se.d Ifl she had.forgotten about it completely.

B it o; hyp(:)crl.sy and complicity with the GDR
Angels, o p;l ored the 1n'c1dent at length in her City of the
" ,Institute sl ne Ijvrote while on a fellowship at the Getty Re-
- e os Angeles. She concluded that her contacts
e gents were short and insignificant. And she could

: ew reports to them were so banal that they must

have lost l t i 9 )
nterest in her After I

. 61,a ildi

Py nd the bulldlng Of the Wall
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so willing to

argued, was not about her actions. It w

How could she have suppressed that memory

forgotten it? How could she have been so gullible,
deference, the desire to
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