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PROPOSAL FOR PREVENTTNG THE
OF POOR PEOPLE FRO]\{ BEING A
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AND FOR MAKING THEM BENEFICIAL
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By Jonathan Swift
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JONATHAN SWIFT

are born of Parents io effect as little able to support them, as those who
demand our Charity in the Streets.

As to my ov/n part, having turned my Thoughts, for many Years,
upon this important Subject, and maturely weighed the several Schema
of our Projectors, I have always found thcm grossly mistakcn in their
computation. It is true, a Child just droptJrom it's Dam, may be sup-
portcd by her Milk, for Solar a ycar lticJ vith little othcr Nourishment,
at most not abovc the Value of two Shillings, which the Mother may
certainly get, or the Value in Scraps, by her lawful Occupation of
begging; and it is exactly at one Year Old that I propose to providc
for them in such a manne!, as, instead of being a Charge upon thci!
Parents, or thc Parish, o! wanting Food aod Raiment for thc rest
of their Lives, they shall, on the Contrary, contribute to thc Feeding
and partly to the Cloathing of many Thousands.

There is likewise another great Advaotage in my Scheme, that it will
prevent those voluntary Abortions, and that horrid practicc of Women
murdering their Bastard Children, alasl too frequent among us, Sacri-
6cing the poor innocent Babes, I doubt, mote to avoid the Expcncc
than the Shame, which would move Tears and Pity in thc most Savagc
and inhuman breast.

The number of Souls in this Kingdom being usually leckoned one
Million and a half, Of these I calculatc thete may be about two hundrcd
thousand Couplc vrhose \fives arc Breeders; from which number I sub-
tract thitty Thousand Couples, who are able to maintaio their ovn
Children, although I apprehend there cannot be so many, under the
presenr Distresses of the Kingdom; but this being granted, there will
remaio an hundred and seventy thousand Breeders, I again Subtract
6fty Thousand, for those Women who rniscarry, ot whose Childreo
die by accident, or disease within the Year. There ooly remain at
hundred and twenty thousand Children of poor Parents annually
born: The question therefore is, How this numbet shall be !ea!ed, aod

provided for, which, as I have already said, under the prcsent Situatioo
of Affairs, is utterly impossible by all the Methods hithcrto proposed;
for we can neither employ them in Handicraft or Agriculturc; wc oeittrer
build Houses, (I mean in thc Country) nor culcivate Land: They cao
very seldom pick up a Livelyhood by Stealing till they arrive at six

years Old; except where they are of towardly patts; although, I confess,
they learn the Rudiments much earlier; during which time they cao
however be properly looked upoo only as Probitioners, as f have been

informcd by a principal Gendeman ia tle County of Cavan, who pro-
tested to me, that he never knew above ooc or two Instances undcr thc
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Agc of six, even in a part of the Kingdom so renowned for the quickest
proficicncy in that Art.

I am assured by our Merchants, that a Boy or a Girl before twelve
ycars Old, is no saleable Commodity, and even when they come to
this Age, they will not yield abovc three Pounds, or three Pounds and
half a Crown at most on the Exchange, which cannot turn to Account
either to thc Parcnts or Kingdom, the Charge of Nutriment and Rags

having been at least four times that Value.
I shall now therefore humbly propose rny own T'houghts, which

I hopc will not be lyable to thc least Objcction.
I havc been assured by a very knowing American of my acquaintance

in London, that a young hcalthy Child wcll Nurscd is at a ycar Old a

most delicious nourishing and wholesome Food, whether Stcwcd,
Roasted, Baked, or Boile d, and I make no doubt that it will egually se rvc
in a Fdcasie, or a Ragoust.

I do thcrcfore humbly offer it to publick coosidcration, that of the
Hundred and twenty thousand Children, already computed, twenty
thousand may bc reserved for Breed, whercof only onc fourth part to
be Males; which is mote than we allow to Sheep, black Cattle, or Swine,
aod my Rcason is, that these Children are seldom the Fruits of Marriagc,
a Circumstance not much regarded by our Savages, therefore, one Male
will be sufficient to serve four Femalcs. That thc rcmaining Hundrcd
thousand may at a year Old be offercd in Sale to thc Persons of Quality
and Fortune, through the Kingdom, always advising the Mother to
let them Suck plentifully in the last Month, so as to rcndcr them Plump,
and Fat for a good Table. A Child will make two Dishes at an Enter-
tainmcnt for Friends, and when thc Family dines alone, the forc or
hind Quartcr will make a rcasonable Dish, and seasoned with a little
Peppcr or SaIt wiII'bc very good Boiled on the fourth Day, espccially
in'Wintcr.

I havc reckoned upon 4 Medium, that a Child iust born will weigh
rz pounds, and in a sola! Year if tolerably nurscd, encreaseth to
z8 Pounds,

I grant this food will bc somcwhat dcar, and thcrcforc very proper
for Landlotds, who, as they havc alrcady dcvourcd most of the Parcots
scem to havc the best Tide to thc Childrco.

Infant's flcsh will bc in Seasoa throughout the Year, but more
pleotiful in March, aod a litde before and after, for wc are told by a

grave Author an eminent French Physician, that Fish being a prolifick
Dyet, thcre aFe morc Children born in Roman Catholick Countries
about ninc Months after Lcnt, than at any othcl Season, thcreforc
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upon Cruelty, which, I confcss, hath always bcen'with me the ,rrorrg.i
obiection against any Projcct, how well so cver intended.
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JONATHAN SwrFT
Fcast, or any
I omit bc.ing

Supposing
stant Customcrs for
merry Mectings, par
that DubIn rvould t

ever carr be upon Earth.
Expedients: Of taxing ou
usrng neither Cloaths, nor

uPo: ls in the Pricc, the Mcasurc, a
yet bc brought to makc o-nc fair proposal of just Dcaling, though ofteaaod carncstly invitcd to it' 

;- ,. ;" .; these and the likc Ex_
Glimpse of Hope, that thcre will

tcmpt to put them ia practicc.
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