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De Mg, pe Mot body to remain. On
; F " ody to re; .
but since the body conserves equally either state why should i gemoval of all other bodies, yet we suppose fo Ef,f;?,ﬁbs fully free on every
said to be indifferent to both? ' i pposition we iagine tie moven:atr:; 2onoéived. None the less if we
52 The Peripatetics used to distinguish various kinds of Mmotion ¢q Sige; but motion wuhm!t_ e |alilf:xnlrllGﬁnd 1st, relative space conceived
sponding to the variety of changes which a thing could underg, To-l‘re-- gonsider the matter again we s fully

: ; ower of moving our
those who discuss motion understand by the term only local motion ga"': o ed by the parls L °§’t:§3’.’;§ﬁ(g£i$ﬁiﬁ tI\:vo things nothing. It
local motion cannot be understood without understanding the Meaning 3}, . obstmcted by;:w . se third thing really exists, viz. immense P
locus Now locus is dleﬁn.ed by moderns as ‘the part of space which a bog, ) = false to believe t .ln ?012 ower of moving our body; for this purpose the
occupies,’ whence: it is divided into relative and absolute correspondin 4 \which confers on us Ly c pfﬁcicnt And we must admit that this absence
space. For they distinguish between absolute or true space and relatjye & absence ‘.’r Sther qu ::: S Sul in c'.siuve *
apparent space, That is they postulate space on all sides measurelg or privation of t‘n.:dm. is I:wt ]x fml:;ncd ke potiis With e/ fres atid eeh
Immoveable, insensible permeating and containing all bodies, which thss' 56 But unless a i a‘sile“ttle ‘To one who meditates, however, and
call absolute space, But space comprehended or defined by bodies, ang mind, words and Mn,“ ?v:t Pethinlastid predications about pure and
therefore an object of sense, 18 called relative apparent, vulgar Space, Eeficcts, it will-be ’.“]”L’ % ‘edicated cabout nothing. By this argument the

53. And so le.t Us suppose that all bodies were destroyed and brought to I absolute space can al - e)ﬁr from great difficulties, and at the same time
nothing. What is left they call absolute space, all relation arising from the puman mind is easily g tidt fecéssary existence to any being except
suua}hcn and distances of bodies being removed together with the bodieg from the absurdity of am(lj u| : fi
Agal_n, that space is infinite, immoveable, indivisible, insensible, withouE to the good and gr,eat i aﬁ(r)xln our opinion by arguments drawn, as they
relation and without distinction. That is, all jts attributes are privatiye or R AeT LR e ; questions about absolute space, e.g. Is it
negative. It seems therefore to be mere nothing. The only slight difficulty say a posteriori, by A Ofm-% c(l;‘re:lted or uncreated? and showing the
arising is that‘ 1t is extended, and extension is a positive quality, But What R DU e <l Ty £ . eith;:r answer. But I must be brief. 1 must
sort of extension, I ask, is that which cannot be divided nor measured, ng absurdities which follow tr(:]r:] . Demc;critus ofiold suppottedihs ComeT
part of which can be perceived by sense or pictured by the imaginationy ot omit, however, to 1S - eou?- authority for the statement, Phys. Bk. !,
For nothing enters the imagination which from the nature of the thing with his vote. Aristot - dls “Democritus lays down as principles the solid
cannot be perceived by sense, since indeed the imagination is nothing else where he has these w - hs’ e, he says, is as what is, the other as what iz
than the facu'lty which represents sensible things either actually existing o and the void, of which o f,”}t ,een (abs’olute and relative space has beer:
at least possible. Pure intellect, too, knows nothing of absolute space, not.” That the dls“nc“?n btwname and that on it as on a foundation
That fg,culty 1s concerned only with spiritual and inextended things, such a5 used by philosophers o ggean bui]t’ may make us scruple to accept the
our minds, their states, passions, virtues, and such like. From absolute e g ) it t s,cruples as will appear from what
Space then let us take away now the words of the name; and nothing wil] argument, but those are empty

remain in sense, imagination, or intellect, Nothing else then is denoted by follows. B el ht not to define the true
those words than pure privatiop or negation, f.e. mere nothing, ¢ 58 From the fore,goﬁng ;‘rt‘soﬁlg?,;;ﬁﬁi :vsag:gwhich the body occupies,
54 It must be admitted that in this matter we are in the grip of serioug place of the body as t fi'pn as the change of true or absolute place; for all
prejudices, and to win free we must exert the whole force of our minds. and true or absolute mo u“’ Stioni relative. But to make this appear more
For many, 80 far from regarding absolute space as nothing, regard it g place is relative just as a ﬁl t no motion can be understood without some
the only thing (God excepted) which cannot be annihilated: and they lay clearly we must point out tha hich in turn cannot be understood. unless
down that it necessarily. exists of its own nature, that it is eternal and determination or direction, Wur own body also, or some other body, be
uncreate, a:.zdlts actually a participant in the divine attributes, But i very besides the body in moﬁlon 0e deRReD a’o,wn, lefe, and Mght and alt
truth since it is most certain that all things which we designate by names understood to exist at tr (0 sadr:d ke sc;me relaEiOn. and necessarily connote
are known by qua],xtlres or relations, at least in part (for it would be stupid, places and regions areiﬁ_ount from the body moved. So that if we suppose
to use words to which nothing known, no notion, idea or concept, were and suppose a body d ereifanmd and, for example, a globe were to exist
attached), let us diligently inquire whether it is possible to form any idea the other bodies were an;te et o necessary is it that another
of that pure, real, and absolute Space continuing to exist after the annihila. alone, no motion could lconcs. tuation the motion should be understood
tion of all bodies. Such an idea, moreover, when I watch it somewhat more body should be given by w ws«; t;fs opinion will be very clearly seen if we
33'3“‘,%1. I i;‘nd to lt;‘ahthe pures:1 idea of nothing, if indeed jt can be called an to be determined. The truth of this op
idea. $ 1 myself have found on giving the matter my closest attention: a 7 inciples o
5% o e othrs wil find on doing ikewise, ey e Ak A R N LR
€ are sometimes deceived by the fact that when we imagine the Human Knowledge in the Engli:




