Slovak Roma on Czech construction sites

Stolen hours

Those who made it

Vali the employer, donor, and councillor




Czechia’s a great place martin msj

|On days like this... l

when you've
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been up since six...
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slaving away in
the scorching

means to live...

We used to go to
Czechia for military service.
Now we come here fo work.

by the sweat
of your brow.

I'm from Slovakia.
God knows, | love my home.
But I can't get a decent job there!l

Most of all | miss
my family...

But it's comforting
to imagine...

All together... Where's Stan
lift! with that jackhammer?
...that these fracks
lead all the way .
back home... Then somehow
it doesn’t
seem so far.
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"No need to jump
-it* s only me!

Hi. Just sl:\ow him
the ropes, same as usual.
But don’ t take all day.

Y Vali* s saved my bacon I bet you have! :
> Ig Iain.T ‘ The first day on the job
e

we had nowhere to livel

Oh, and Feri...
I talked to Vali.
He says it's OK

about the advance.

the cash of f
to the wife tomorrow.
Vali* s a good employer.
Who' ve you been with?

Half the guys
0 g & _ ) | o _ from my village 4
(2 . bt | i - are in Czechia now,

another
metre!

Back home
I used to be a nobody.

for him tell some

shocking stories. ow
Those Ukrainians when I go back

aren’ t fussy.

; people
They' Il wor look up to me.
anywhere.




It's not just
the CZK 20,000
(cca 780 Euro)
a month...
Vali really looks after you, too.

g He' s fair.
You just saw how he gave
me an advance
two weeks before payday...
Left a bit...
that’ s it.

Just listen to Feri-
you™ d think the boss
was his best mate

o

"~ Every New Year
he organizes a party with
live music.

e’ ve got gadje working with us, t0o;
They don’ t eat with us, but otherwise they' re OK
- better than in Slovakia.
If there's any trouble the gaffer stands up for us

Time to get back
to work...

He' Il treat you well
as long as you' re straight
with him.

But if you' re not he won" t
give you a second chance
- not Vali

Hi,
how' s it going?
Where are
the kids?

on hi}s( blacklist

n, You' re there for
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It seems like forever, Jhcome on Feri, let” s go fo the pub. And bring that new guy’

_but at last the shift t today. \ ,
is over and the lads W But you go along, Milan. How sbme wife. b befcl;::rtrgeugiace
can unwind. You can get to know e closes!

the lads

Go on, off you go.
| used to go out with the boys...
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...in the days when | had only myself
to think about. <\ [

But now I've got other things on my mind...

| think about my grandson in Slovakia...
@ and about my wife
(9 and home...

...but most of all | think how lucky | am to be able
o to provide for my family.
It's the best feeling in the world!
o]

Feri's workplaces

0

It's easier to love my home

from a distance
- if I was there I'd die of boredom.
| like being in Czechia.
It suits me




