JMMZ043 Social exclusion and the Roma in Central Europe 

Instructor: Ondřej Klípa, Ph.D.
E-mail: ondrej.klipa@gmail.com
Course Requirements: 

Active participation at lectures; knowledge of compulsory readings; presentation on one of the additional readings; essay on a chosen topic.     

The length of the essay shall be 2 500 – 3 000 words. Students who did not present their presentation within the classes are due to write longer essay, i.e. 5-6 000 words (this is also allowed for students who need the paper of such an extent for their home university).

Grading Distribution

30% Class Participation

35% Presentation

35% Essay/Term Paper 

Essay/Term Paper Due: 1st of June 2018
Course description:  

The course explores mechanisms of social exclusion of the Roma in the EU Member States of Central Europe (Poland, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, Bulgaria, and Romania). We will examine the topic from different perspectives: historical, political, and sociological. Roots of social exclusion will be studied from the Middle Age to nowadays. Particular attention will be paid to the Communist period and the political and economical transformation in the 1990s. Within the context of social exclusion, we will look at racism theory as well as specific features of the traditional Roma culture. We will study all main fields of social exclusion (housing, labor market, health care, education) and its consequences (criminality, prostitution, drug abuse, gambling addiction, indebtedness, poor health etc.). Possible ways of social inclusion will be identified. The course will present disputes over these solutions both in academia (the culture of poverty v. multiculturalism) and in the field of public policies (civic “colorblind” approach v. identity policy). Important part of the course will focus on both common and different features of the situation of Roma population in Central Europe. Finally, anti-Roma policies and social exclusion of the Roma as pan-European problems will be discussed.     

Obligatory reading:

Vermeersch, P.; Ram, H. M.: The Roma, In: Rechel, B. (ed.): Minority Rights in CEE, London and New York: Routledge, 2009. 

(Feb 22)

Introduction to the syllabus 

(Mar 1)

Are there any Roma? 
Compulsory reading

Durst, J.: “What Makes Us Gypsies, Who Knows…?”. Ethnicity and Reproduction, in Stewart, M.; Rövid, M. (eds.): Multi-disciplinary approaches to Romany studies, Budapest: CEU, 2010, pp. 13-34.  
Petrova, D.: The Roma: Between a myth and the future. Social Research, 70. 1 (Spring 2003), pp. 111-161. (pp. 111-117 only!)
Additional reading

Klípa, O.: Identifying of European Roma-Gypsy groups with the term "Roma". Towards consensus?, Wschodnioznawstwo 2016/1, 203-217

Klípa, O.: Chasing "Statistical Roma": Ethnic Data Collection in Czech Primary Schools, JEMIE Vol. 16, No. 1, 2017, 32-50

Iovita, R. P.; Schurr, T. G.: Reconstructing the Origins and Migrations of Diasporic Populations: The Case of the European Gypsies. American Anthropologist; Jun 2004; 106, 2; (pp. 275-279 only!)

Fraser, A.: The Gypsies. Oxford etc.: Blackwell, 2003. 

(pp. 1-32 only!)

(Mar 8)

Causes of exclusion – racist prejudices 
Compulsory reading

AAPA statement on biological aspects of race. American Anthropologist; Sep 1998; 100, 3.
Additional reading

Marks, J.: Science and race. The American Behavioral Scientist; Nov/Dec 1996; 40, 2.
Outram, S. M.; Ellison, G. T. H.: Anthropological Insights into the Use of Race/Ethnicity to Explore Genetic Contributions to Disparities in Health. J. biosoc. Sci. (2006) 38, 83–102.
Petrova, D.: Denial: the new phenomenology of racism, ERRC.org 
(Mar 15)

Causes of exclusion – historical stereotypes 
Compulsory reading

Guy, W.: Ways of looking at Roma: The Case of Czechoslovakia, 1975 (1996). In: Tong, D. (ed.): Gypsies. An Interdisciplinary Reader. New York: Garland, 1998, pp. 13-68
(pp. 90-95 only!) 
Petrova, D.: The Roma: Between a myth and the future. Social Research, 70. 1 (Spring 2003), pp. 118-161. 

Additional reading

Fraser, A.: The Gypsies. Oxford etc.: Blackwell, 2003

(pp. 84-100 only!)

Horváthová, J.: Who Were the Czech Roma?, in Life in Black and White, Praha: Gallery, 2000, pp. 48-66
Hancock, I. F.: The pariah syndrome: an account of Gypsy slavery and persecution. Ann Arbor: Karoma Publishers, 1987. 

(Mar 22)

Causes of exclusion – patterns of Roma culture 

Compulsory reading

Olomoofe, L: Culture, Roma Rights and Human Rights Education: Conjunctions and Disjunctions. ERRC, 2005, available at: http://www.errc.org/article/culture-roma-rights-and-human-rights-education-conjunctions-and-disjunctions/2287
Okely, J.: Constructing Culture through Shared Location, Bricolage and Exchange, in Stewart, M.; Rövid, M. (eds.): Multi-disciplinary approaches to Romany studies, Budapest: CEU, 2010, pp. 35-54. 
Additional reading

Oprea, A.: Child Marriage a Cultural Problem, Educational Access a Race Issue? Deconstructing Uni-Dimensional Understanding of Romani Oppression. ERRC, 2005, available at: http://www.errc.org/article/child-marriage-a-cultural-problem-educational-access-a-race-issue-deconstructing-uni-dimensional-understanding-of-romani-oppression/2295
Budilová, L.; Jakoubek, M.: Ritual impurity and kinship in a Gypsy osada in eastern Slovakia. Romani Studies; Jun 2005; 15, 1. 
A film: Sonya and her family 
(Apr 5)

Fields of exclusion: Education

Compulsory reading

Stigmata: Segregated Schooling of Roma in Central and Eastern Europe. ERRC, 2004, available at: http://www.errc.org/cms/upload/media/00/04/m00000004.pdf 

(pp. 1-84)
Roma minority struggle to find place. Al Jazeera, The Stream, 26 Sep 2011, 31:30 

watch it here: http://www.romea.cz/romeatv/index.php?id=detail&source=t&vid=jnf1pTB-DGk&detail=jnf1pTB-DGk
or the whole program here: http://stream.aljazeera.com/story/roma-minority-struggle-find-place
Additional reading
Unlock their future. End the Segregation of Romani Children in Slovakia´s Schools. Amnesty international, 2010. Available at: 

http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/EUR72/004/2010/en/29b5da7f-835b-4fc9-8f56-ad0c1d329670/eur720042010en.pdf
DH vs. the Czech Republic (pp. 3-16; 75-80 only!)

http://www.soros.org/initiatives/justice/litigation/czechrepublic

http://www.errc.org/cms/upload/media/02/D1/m000002D1.pdf 
From segregation to inclusion: Roma Pupils in the United Kingdom. A Pilot Research Project. November 2011. European Roma Education Fund.  (pp. 1-63 only!)
Equal Access to Quality Education for Roma. Open Society Institute, 2007

A Special Remedy. Roma and School for the Mentally Handicapped in the Czech Republic. ERRC. Country Report Series No. 8. 1999. Available at: http://www.errc.org/reports-and-advocacy-submissions/a-special-remedy-roma-and-schools-for-the-mentally-handicapped-in-the-czech-republic/3680
Thematic Report by the CAHROM Thematic Group of Experts on Inclusive Education for Roma Children as Opposed to Special Schools

Thematic Report by the CAHROM Thematic Group of Experts on School Drop-Out/Absenteeism of Roma Children

(Apr 12)

Fields of exclusion: Housing
Compulsory reading

Housing conditions of Roma and Travellers in the European Union. Comparative Report. October 2009. FRA (pp. 39-101; select the information concerning Central and Eastern Europe only!)
Szénássy, E.: Housing, health and living conditions of Romanies in and outside of the European Union, in Pietarinen, K. (ed.): Roma and Traveller Inclusion in Europe. Green questions and answers, The Green European Foundation, 2011, part about housing only!

Additional reading

Roma Housing and Settlements in South Eastern Europe. Profile and Achievements in Serbia in a Comparative Framework. Summary and Recommendations. OSCE/ ODIHR, 2006.

Treated Like Waste. Roma Homes Destroyed, and Health at Risk, in Romania. Amnesty International, 2010. Available at:

http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/EUR39/001/2010/en/8b56613d-8d22-4d36-9a96-62c21a9e96f8/eur390012010en.pdf
Standards do not apply. Inadequate Housing in Romani Communities. A Report by the European Roma Rights Centre. December 2010. (pp. 1-68; select the information concerning Slovakia and Romania only!) 
Wacquant, L.: “Ghetto”. In: International Encyclopedia of the Social & Behavioral Sciences, 2004. 

Housing discrimination against Roma in selected EU Member States. An analysis of EU-MIDIS data. FRA, 2009. 

Short thematic videos
(Apr 19)

Fields of exclusion: Labour Market

Compulsory reading

Grill, J.: Happy to work in the Czech Republic (cartoons) 
The Glass Box: Exclusion of Roma from Employment. ERRC, 2007
(pp. 1-34 only!)
Additional reading

The Glass Box: Exclusion of Roma from Employment. ERRC, 2007

(pp. 35-75 only!)

(Apr 26)

Fields of exclusion: Health 
Compulsory reading
Szénássy, E.: Housing, health and living conditions of Romanies in and outside of the European Union, in Pietarinen, K. (ed.): Roma and Traveller Inclusion in Europe. Green questions and answers, The Green European Foundation, 2011, part about health only!

Ambulance Not On The Way. The Disgrace of Health Care for Roma in Europe. ERRC, 2006

(pp. 1-39 only!)
Additional reading

Ambulance Not On The Way. The Disgrace of Health Care for Roma in Europe. ERRC, 2006

(pp. 40-88 only!)

Health and the Roma Community, analysis of the situation in Europe. Madrid: FSG, 2009. 

Plafker, K.: The Social Roots of Roma Health Conditions 

Roma Health Mediators: Successes and Challenges, Roma Health Project. Open Society Public Health Program, October 2011. 

Schaaf, M.: Confronting a Hidden Disease: TB in Roma Communities. World Lung Foundation. A Research Report. Roma Health Project, 2007.

Plafker, K.: The Social Roots of Roma Health Conditions 

Short thematic videos (roma.glocalstories.org)
(May 3)
Ways of integration: Roma Rights, Multiculturalism, and Identity Policy 

Compulsory reading

Vermeersch, P.: Marginality, Advocacy, and the Ambiguities of Multiculturalism: Notes on Romani Activism in Central Europe. Identities: Global Studies in Culture and Power, 12: 451-478, 2005

Additional reading
Carstocea, AE: Ethno-business - the Manipulation of Minority Rights in Romania and Hungary, in Bhambry, T and Griffin, C and Hjelm, JTO and Nicholson, C and Voronina, OG, (eds.): PERPETUAL MOTION? Transformation and Transition in Central and Eastern Europe & Russia, School of Slavonic and East European Studies, UCL, 2011, pp. 16 - 28
Koulish, R.: Hungarian Roma Attitudes on Minority Rights: The Symbolic Violence of Ethnic Identification, Europe-Asia Studies, Vol. 57, No. 2, March 2005, 311- 326 (pp. 320-324 only)

Goldston, J. A.: Roma Rights, Roma Wrongs. Foreign Affairs 81. 2 (Mar/Apr 2002): 146-162.

Kymlicka, W.: Western Political Theory and Ethnic Relations in Eastern Europe, In: Kymlicka, W., Opalski, M. (eds.): Can Liberal Pluralism be Exported? Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002. 

(pp. 74-76 only!)

Krištof, R.: European Institutions´ Roma Policy. In: Social and Cultural Diversity in Central and Eastern Europe: Old Factors and New, Prague: Multicultural Centre Prague, 2005, pp. 36-38

Vermeersch, P.: Exhibiting Multiculturalism. Politicised Representations of the Roma in Poland, Third Text, Vol. 22, Issue 3, May 2008, 359-371. 

Okely, J.: Some political consequences of theories of Gypsy ethnicity. The place of intellectual. In: Allison, J. (ed.): After Writing Culture. Routledge, 1997.  

Klípa, O.: How should Romani representatives be appointed?, Romea.cz, 
Available at: http://www.romea.cz/en/features-and-commentary/commentary/commentary-how-should-romani-representatives-be-appointed
Sobotka, E.: The Limits of the State: Political Participation and Representation of Roma in the Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland and Slovakia. JEMIE, Winter 2001/2002.
Mootz, L.: A Separate Diagnosis? Improving Civic Health for Hungarian Roma. Regio. Minorities, Politics, Society. 2005/8. pp. 170-183.

(pp. 178-183 only!)

Vidra, Z.: Ethnicity in Hungarian Housing Policy: A study of small town media discourse. OSI.

Pečínka, P.: The Association of the Romanies in Moravia. Středoevropské politické studie – Central European Political Studies Review, Part 4, Volume Iv., Autumn 2002.

McGarry, A.: Ambiguous nationalism? Explaining the parliamentary under-representation of Roma in Hungary and Romania. Romani Studies 19, 2 (Dec 2009): 103-124.

(May 10)
Ways of integration: Social-Economic/ Civic Approach and “Culture of Poverty”

Compulsory reading

Marushiakova, E.; Popov, V.: The Roma between the Skylla of Marginalization and the Charybdis of Exotization. In: Social and Cultural Diversity in Central and Eastern Europe: Old Factors and New, Prague: Multicultural Centre Prague, 2005, pp. 6-10

Additional reading

Stewart, M.: Deprivation, the Roma and “the underclass”, xxx, pp. 133-155

(pp. 133-136, 140-155 only!)
Okely, J.: Patterns of exclusion (review). Arch.europ.sociol., XLIX, 3 (2008), pp. 506–511
(May 17)

Ways of integration: Anti-Discrimination and Critical Multiculturalism  

Compulsory reading

Ossipov, A.: Some Doubts about “Ethnocultural Justice”, In: Kymlicka, W., Opalski, M. (eds.): Can Liberal Pluralism be Exported? Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002, pp. 171-185.

Klípa, O.: Commentary: The Roma and the Vietnamese, or the “evil” and the “good” aliens, available at http://www.romea.cz/en/news/czech/commentary-the-roma-and-the-vietnamese-or-the-evil-and-the-good-aliens
Additional reading

Szenassy, E.: Living in disrespect: discrimination against Roma and anti-Gypsy sentiments in contemporary Europe, in Pietarinen, K. (ed.): Roma and Traveller Inclusion in Europe. Green questions and answers, The Green European Foundation, 2011

Violent Attacks Against Roma in Hungary. Time to Investigate Racial Motivation. Amnesty International, 2010. Available at: 

Combating racism while respecting freedom of expression. ECRI, 2006.

(7-12, 39-50, 135-146 only!)

European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages, Explanatory Report. 

available at:

http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/en/reports/html/148.htm
Hegedüs, A. T.; Forrai, K.: Particularism, Universalism and Teaching Someone to be Different. Cigány gyermekek szocializációja [The Socialisation of Gypsy Children], Aula, Budapest, 1998

Available at: http://www.osi.hu/iep/minorities/resbook1/ResBookAll.htm#Particularism
Miah, R.; Hoekstra, E.: Building local solidarity, in: Citizenship, cohesion and solidarity, ed. Nick Johnson (The Smith Institute, 2008), pp. 72-81.  

video: It is just a wind
