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PREVFACE

Solomon ben Judah ibn Gabirol, known to the Mid-
dle Ages as Avicebron, was the outstanding philoso-
pher poet of the eleventh century, important in the
transmission of Greek thinking to modern Europs, and
highly original in his own formulations, His out-
standing philosophical work, The Fountain of Life,
has never before been wholly rendered into English.

The twelfth-century Latin into which the original
Arabic was converted was inadequate for the well-
developed philosophical quality of the original, and
there can be no reliable equivalence of meanings. A
single Latin word may require a variety of renditions
and different Latin words mav represent a single idea.
The informed judgment-of the translator is constantly
called into play.

Particular care has been taken to avoid English
eguivalents that carry too great a weight of reli-
glous preconception and would thus defeat the con-
sistent rationality and remarkables ecumenicity of the
author, whose exposition contains no elements that
identify him as Christian, Muslim or Jew. Hence
"soul" is inappropriate for anima in any of its sev-
eral meanings, and corpus cannot be rendered as "body"
because all terms must be equally applicable to the
microcosmic and the macrocosmic sphere.

Clemens Baeumker's collation of the then-known
four manuscripts (1895) is wholly praiseworthy, and
the subsequently discovered Toledo manuscript offers
few variants. Baeumker's Index rerum lists all im-
portant words with examples of their use carefully
classified according to meaning but with no other
attempt at dafinition. In it, however, are included
many useful distinctions and clarifications without
access to which a translator would risk drawing er-
roneous conclusions. For example essentia may stand
for existentia or forma or even materia, and occa-
sionally represents Essentia prima.

Of special utility have been Fernand Brunner's
La Source de Vie,Livre III (Paris, 1950) and A.M.Goi-
chon's Lexique de la Langue Philosophique d'Ibn Sina
(Paris, 1938). Harry Wedeck's The Fountain of Life
(New York, 1962) contains Book III only and adheres
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:losely to Brunner's French. R. E. Latham's Revised
fedieval Latin Word-List from British and Irish
sources (London,1965) has been occasionally helpful.

The numbered sections have Dbeen given titles
snd a brief resume of each has been provided. Foot-
sotes and references designate similarities to Aris-
-otle and signal related passages, but to classify
ibn Gabirol as an adherent of one or another schocl
vould be to doubt his originality and his ability to
sssimilate and utilize the whole of the Greek intel-
lectual contribution to the Arabic-speaking world of
+he eleventh century.

This translation was prepared at the request of
Dr. Marc Edmund Jones, who projectad a full commen-
tary. First issued in 1954, it has now been totally
revised, although unfortunately too late for the non-
agenarian scholar to realize his intention. Many of
the translation eguivalents have been determined by
him and the mark of his unique insight pervades the
worke

vi

THE BOOK OF THE FOUNTAIN OF LIFE
INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY
OR
THE IDEA OF UNIVERSAL MATERIAL AND STRUCTURE

Divided into five books. First, preliminar-
ies to the identification of universal material
and universal structure and to the identification
of material and structure in composite substances.
Second, on the substance that supports the corpor-
eity of the universe. Third, on the affirmation
of elemental sybstances. Fourth, on the art of
apprehending material and structure in elemental
substances. Fifth. on universal material and un-

iversal structure.



B OO K ONE

PRELIMINARIES TO THE IDENTIFICATION OF UNIVERSAL
MATERIAL AND STRUCTURE AND TO THE IDENTIFICATION
OF MATERIAL AND STRUCTURE IN COMPOUND SUBSTANCES

The validity of dialectic The ant of togic will pro-
1 vide &ﬁwMERWJwﬁﬁﬁ&Whm
at all. AU things are eithen possible forn man o know and are sub-
ject 2o human reason, on are beyond reason and impossible zo know.
The formex must be either self—evident on not, and when not can be
demonstrated by dialectic.

MASTER Now that by your nobility of njmhwnﬁwn
and your zeal for learning you have progressed to this
point, you may now begin to ask questions about what

has most impressed you in our inquiry. But in doing
s0, please approach the ultimate question of why man
was created. And let the mode of discourse between

us be question and answer according to the rule of
proof. .

DISCIPLE But how can we arrange the questions
to be proposed and the answers according to the rules
of proof without great deliberation and forethought?
Surely if we are determined to observe such rules in
every proposition that arises in the course of our

discussion, our work will be unduly prolonged and its
difficulty increased.

MASTER You are right. However, let us propose
proofs and premises at random in connection with this
inquiry of ours, until such time as we can put them
into sequence in conformity with logical patterns af-
ter determining their limits, their nature and every-
thing connected with them.

If, however, it should happen that we set forth
some question in the pattern of a dialectical figure,
let us do so without reference to the order of terms
in the propositions, for in such case the delibera-
tion would go astray from the very beginning.
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re of my eager-
DISCIPLE You have wosm been aware . :
ness for skill in dialectic mb@ MM.Hommw%@owovwmwwmmm
i i i that my mind 1S
it; but since I mwba. nd e ey ot ons
afraid that logical demonstra i
WHMM for me to grasp the truth of all of them

that there can
R Take care not to suppose ’ .
be mb“>WMMUHma for which logical amaowmwhmdwwmszwww
i
i ovide the answer, once you ave g e
MWMHOMOHMMHO its due. You should not rush into sud
den judgments of things.

DISCIPLE If you will confirm that for me by
procf, I shall be greatly reassured.

i in two waySe
STER You must classify matters 1
moamAwWWSma are possible for amw ﬁOdeoi MMMMMMmBMMmM
j hile others
are subject to human reason Ww ; oot M hat
i d his reasom
kxnowing because they transcen s reaso . There is
man can know are either self-eviden . o ot
hat is self-evident,
no need to adduce proofs for w 0t oat,
i i i derstood only roug
what is not will indeed be un : cRroust
i ith painstaking observatl
proof 1n accordance wl ing Rt ectic art
i les which are the rules ©
MWM#&“HHH,UHWSQ out the truth of the matter perfectly.

2 The goal of life

The goal of human Life bw»égkﬁ&ﬁ~
both of kﬁﬂuna&ﬁv.mhnuktGE. x$h
h&RNEbASEﬁKRmm&FwEREQSR Eﬁ?ﬁ.ﬂ.&ﬁ »ktﬁ“hﬂ““%ﬂ“ﬁMM
nkRﬁQwnﬁmnbmeﬂkt@.ﬁShSWNM¥~ERS§ERﬁhE€o§J&R e
nestonation of man's SEENh@QS&Kh‘#v&Fw}£$MNMG : through
QSQKQE.ﬁ&ﬁ&&nagsﬁﬁﬁﬁkbkwm&»EE&Q%N action.

SCIPLE Your words have reassured and encour-
aged NM in the science of proof. Now Ummmcmm.MMOSWrm
confidence inspired by your friendly QPMGOmPBHdo.Um
wish to question you on some matters that see
of greatest import.

MASTER Ask whatever you wish, for to you I shall
indeed be kindly disposed.

DISCIPLE What is it, then, that man should seek
in this life?
MASTER Since to know is the most excellent of

all the functions of man, what he most of all needs

1,2 MATERIAL AND STRUCTURE 5

to seek is knowledge; and the most necessary knowledge
is to know himself s2 that in the lignt of this he can
understand all that exists apart from himself; for his
nature encompasses and permeates all things and all are
subject to his supremacy. He should also pursue know-
ledge of the final cause or purpose for which he was

formed, so that he may vigorously apply himself to it
and thus achieve happiness.

DISCIPLE
being?

MASTER Of courseé, since all things are respon-
sive to the reasoned purpose of the supreme One.

DISCIPLE

MASTER Reasoned purpose is a divinely inspired

potency that creates and activates all things, without
which nothing can be created.

DISCIPLE

MASTER It follows that rest and activity in the

human race and everything else are from a compelling
reasoned purpose. v

Does humanity have such a reason for

Please explain what you mean.

How can that be?

DISCIPLE What then is the end and aim of the hu-
man race? :

MASTER The union of its life-principle with the
higher world, so that each one may return. to its coun-
terpart.

DISCIPLE How do we accomplish that?

MASTER

By knowledge and diligence, because it
is through them that the life-principle is uaited with
the higher life. Knowledge leads to action, and it is
such activity that releases the life-principle from the
contraries that injure it and restores it to its true
nature and substance. All in all, knowledge and ac-
tivity free the life-principle from the bonds of ma-
teriality, cleanse it of darkness and obscurity, and
enable 1t to return to its own hiqgher realm.

3 The development of man's knowledge. dﬁmx$kﬁhﬁi

"y / cﬁ‘ﬁﬁw»aﬂihm
self in {ts nealizution o its innate potentiality fon the at-
&KéﬁSu&m»E&&E®N~nEmNNNbnE%EQ&EE$MSnﬁ$§&§MRNNPKET
ments to this end. _
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DISCIPLE What is the proof that the end and
aim of the creation of mankind is knowledge and ac-
tivity?

MASTER Proof of it is implicit in his defi-
nition.
DISCIPLE Please make this clearer for me.

MASTER Do you agree that whatever is potenti-
ally perfect and whose perfection is capable of re-
alization has as the necessary purpose of its being
the accomplishment of this?

DISCIPLE I cannot deny it.

MASTER Do you grant that the perfection of
the knowing self lies in its knowledge, while on the
other hand ignorance is its imperfection, and from
its beginning in this world it evolves from ignorance
to knowledge and so from potentiality to actuality?

DISCIPLE I do indeed.

MASTER Now since the perfection of the know-
ing self lies in its development from potentiality
to actuality, and whatever is potentially psrfect and
capable of accomplishing this has necessarily as its
purpose the completion of this end, what follows?

DISCIPLE It follows that the end and aim of
the creation of man is for his conscious knowing to
develop from potentiality to actuality.

MASTER And so vou have now been shown that the
purpose of the creation of mankind is knowledge.

DISCIPLE Yes, in this way it is clear. But
please also show it in some other way, and establish
a general rule.

MASTER Consider the nature of the animating
principle and the structure of it by whichit is dis-
tinguished from all others. Notice also the trans-

formation of the elements into existents, of exist-
ents into each other, and the formation of instru-
ments for the knowing self, or the senses. In each

of these the potencies of the knowing self are both
manifest and unmanifest. From all of this you will
derive the relevant proofs.

1,4 MATERIAL AND STRUCTURE 7

The possibility of knowing the primary Existent

Mlan was created Zo know all things, and especi the pri
Existent that sustains and moves him. Such \Sﬂwun&%h\uﬂn‘hnkhwb WQWHMM.%
Hnough Jts created works and not otherwise.

DISCIPLE It is clear to me from what you have
explained that the end and aim of man's creation is
knowledge. But I think we should look into the con-
tinuity of the cognitive principle itself. What does
the knowledge that it gains bring about in it? Which
forms of knowledge remain with it after its separation
from the body and which do not? But these questions
do not belong to our present pursuit; and indeed I
have m«nmma< touched on them in studying the animat-
ing @hpsnwwwm. Now, however, I must ask what that
knowledge is for the sake of which man was created.

zvmamw .Hd is knowledge of all thingsin accord-
ance with their nature, and above all of the primary
Existent that sustains and actuates mankind.

DISCIPLE Is there a wa to achie
ledge? Y ieve that know-

MASTER It is not impossible, nor ve -
er possible. . yet altogeth

DISCIPLE What, then, is possible in thi
and what HEUommeHmw, ’ P this case,

MASTER What is impossible is to know the na-
ture of the primary Existent apart from the creatures
It has brought into being; while what is possible is
to know it but only in the light of Its created works.

m The nature of upiversal being Jirect ?Ssmﬁﬁm o\

o the oni ”»
bob%é?&bbw?REKNQW&&n&QSDHSR.N@pthﬁha&ﬁvMWQREK
we must first examine universal being, EFR&.waH:R.Qu%n=Sh®muk
Qamwnﬁah&hﬁvbwuc.ﬁt. Eﬂih““m;ﬁ&@ﬁbmQDRQSHSQSQAb&LPT
&Sﬁuthbﬁ&ﬁﬁﬁAKNQ&Kh&k@ﬁunames‘tsmﬁﬁbfw.

DISCIPLE Why is knowledge of th ;
istent impossible? g the primary Ex-

MASTER Because It 1is above and be
things and is illimitable. yond aul

DISCIPLE In that case how can the knowing self
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of man understand reason, which 1s also above and
beyond itself?

MASTER Because reason resembles the knowing
self and they border on each other, thus making such
knowing possible. The primary Existent however, has
no correspondence with the knowing self nor anything
in common with it nor any connection with any of the
compound nor simplex substances. Indeed it is as im—
possible for an elemental substance to know the pri-
mary Existent as for a compound to know an elemental
one. :

‘DISCIPLE Why is the primary Existent impossi-
ble to know on account of Its illimitability?

MASTER Because the knowledge of any knower
requires him to encompass what is known, and the il-
l1imitable cannot be encompassed by knowledge.

DISCIPLE How, then, can we find any Wway to
ascertain whether the primary Existent exists?

MASTER Let us first examine the nature of uni-
versal being and whatever attributes can appertain
to it; then motion, and finally the reasoned purpose
that controls and sustains all things.

DISCIPLE Is the nature of universal being
single or multiple?

MASTER Multiple indeed. But manifold and var-

jed as it is, nevertheless 1t narrows down to two by
which it is sustained and endowed with existence.

DISCIPLE Which two are those?

MASTER Universal material and universal struc-
ture.

DISCIPLE But how can the whole of existence
be narrowed down to just these two?

MASTER It is because these two are the root
and ground of all and it is through these that what-
ever has being has been created.

DISCIPLE How did these two come to be the
source of everything that exists?

MASTER These by their very nature precede all
things, and all can indeed be reduced to them.

DISCIPLE How can they be?

1,5 MATERIAL AND STRUCTURE S

MASTER Because primar i

Y universal material i
more mwmaw5¢mw d:mﬂ any other and is the ultimate ww
all material; while universal structure is more el-
emental than any other and unites all structure.

m A single substance but a duasl foundation of being

naognwmnkanRMMM“ﬂuk& universal substance that endows all oth-

ﬁSamnnuQEK&Q;&FKH&M&E&&&E€~m55h$§$$.&puhmeSénH&
DISCIPLE  The reduction of evervthi

two. is it actual or is it nos@mnWCHmM ing to these

MASTER It is not a fact but an estimation.

DISCIPLE I must first decide i
) : whether all di -
sity 1s to be reduced to a single root or to two Mmmn

include everything before I can a
cc 5
and the other as structure. ept one as material

MASTER Are you now certain th
. 2 W < at ou und
what substance 1s and what contingency MMM erstand

DISCIPLE I am.

MASTER If, then, all substances inci i

i coincide in be-
ing substances, w:mnm must exist a substance common to
them all that c5pﬂww them with each other and endows
them all equally with the concept of substantiality.

DISCIPLE How can that be asserted
that the substances are all different? when I know

MASTER Each one in its o i
differ from *he others. W true being  does not

DISCIPLE What is the proof of that?
MASTER If they were diversified i i
; in their exist-

ence as substance, they could not all be mCUmﬁmsnMwmw

DISCIPLE Why not?

MASTER Because substantiality i

M. ubst y 1is an attribut
of existence. Substantiality in itself however chmom

manifold. Therefore existence
T . ~ann i ifi
in that in which it is not aw<mnmm.ow oe diversified

DISCIPLE That is true.

MASTER Therefore it is not i i
) A impossible f
diversity to revert to the two root mcsawﬁmswmmmwmwww
would be appropriate for them. :
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DISCIPLE You are right. But why is the ground
of all diversity not sald to be one?

MASTER If the root and ground of all things
were one only, they themselves being diverse, there
would have to be a heterogeneous nature in that which
includes them; moreover, €ven if the basis of all
were one, there would nevertheless be a need for this
basis to revert to duality-

DISCIPLE How s97

MASTER If indeed it is one, it must have some
property that differs from itself.

DISCIPLE Why?

MASTER Becausa everything generated from it
is marked by properties that differ from it; there-
fore it must itself be marked by some property that
is not itself.

DISCIPLE 1 am now convinced that everything
must revert to the two fundamentals. But what proof
is there that ona of them is universal material and
the other universal structure?

MASTER Since you have granted the existence
of the two fundamentals to which all things revert,
you must in consequence admit that one of them sup-
ports, while the other one is supported.

7 The three divisions of philosophy Philosophy com-

{ the sci-
ence o sPQSmepE&aﬁﬁkuEkmncm\ﬁﬁbﬁﬁkmxsESK.EﬁmcK.QS\EKW
marny (xiotent. ¥5m§§SRBRk~hANFSS:m§¢$.n?Snnumh»b@SI
anuG?ZB:&bﬂmkvAsnme&v:&k»‘Qﬁ 9e§5hm“ESh£¥sﬁFne“.QE mem-
bers, which is material and stucture; the n:bdummm P inciple,

Eﬁthbommbh.EREQER&mtﬁxxhn and the neason, which is Like the
?KEEWWBEEQR.

DISCIPLE This is enough for me. But since
these two are the bases of all existents, we must

certainly apply ourselves to examining them.

MASTER To do so is bota useful and necessary
for understanding reasoned purpose and the primary
Existent.

DISCIPLE Is there some other science other
than that of material and structure and that of the
primary Existent?

1,7 MATERIAL AND STRUCTURE 11

MASTER The i:o~w of philosophy is divided into
three parts, or the science of material and structure
7

the science of reasoned purpose ;
primary Existent. purp and the science of the

DISCIPLE Why is all philosophy in three parts?

MASTER Because these three i
) S alone exist: mater-
ial and structure, the primary Existent and reasoned
purpose as the mean between the extremes. .

DISCIPLE Why do these three alone exist?

MASTER This is why: an i i

: : ything created requires
a cause mda some «swmnamawmh< between. Now ﬁsmnnmCmm
is the primary Existent; what has been created is ma-

terial and structure; and the inter . :
purpose. ' ntermediaryis reasoned

DISCIPLE Please give me an example of their in-

terconnection with ; i
fore each omen and their order of be-

MASTER An example of materi
] xam erial and structu i
wwawwzmmwm wﬂm vw<mwnmw substantiality ommwscammmwwm
i s structure--taking as structure the
S compos—
ite of bodily members. For reasoned purpose wwwmvdmm

mbwsmwwu HHS.H . .
son. g principle, and for the primary Existent rea-

DISCIPLE Which of these studies takes preced-

ence?

MASTER In the way of inst i

y ruction, the stud

demhwmw and structure takes @Hmnm&mbnm, over dsmm NM

wsmmosma purpose and of the primary Existent; but in
€ way of existence the opposite is the nmmm

DISCIPLE Is it your vie: .
. w that afte i
other study remains for us *o explore? £ these, no

MASTER None, because these are the foundations

r W S Uh m.—w.(wwmm Nwo ever are nu-—-
muwa Oowm O“m HMQOH: H.W
b b w ?

DISCIPLE ’
er one? Is any one of these a branch of anoth-

MASTER Material and struct
4 ure are branches
Mwwmosma purpose. Beyond this nothing can be said cmm
1l you master the science of material and structu
and that of reasoned purpose. TTEE
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m The nature of the animating principle

Nﬂ.QREERhmn@QS#Kh.thﬁﬂﬁn inating, pervading atl
and pernceiving all. QnNESbEHvpE&hQiSDPQEVA:R.Qi:*om&nﬂuwoi
tencies that permeate all.

(The master continues) In view of this, I suggest
that you first study the science of meterial and struc-
ture., because this first division of philosophy 1s
prior to the two subseguent ones. ‘

DISCIPLE Please help me to acquire a true under
standing of universal material and universal struc-
ture.

MASTIR Of all things what is most excellent and
useful to begin to explore once the science of proof
has been mastered is this: to contemplate the nature,
potencies and contingencies of the animating princi-
ple and of whatever accords with and 1is associated
with it, since this principle 1is capable of Dbeing
known and itself can reach and comprehend all things
by its all-pervating powers. If you have already con-
sidered this, well and good; if not, 1let it Dbe the
beginning of you exploration.

DISCIPLE 1 have most certainly applied myself
for a long time past to understanding the animating
rinciple and to a detailed investigation of it and
have thereby achieved a degree of knowledge by which
I have recognized its loftiness, its enduringness and
its accuracy in comprehending all things to such a
degree that when I observe it sustaining all I wonder
how this can possibly be so.

MASTER Now consider whether your own nature en-
compasses all you know about existing things, and in
addition whether those things you know are in any way
rooted within your being.

DISCIPLE How could I not be aware of this when
I see myself encircling and encompassing the whole uni~
verse quicker than a wink? This I could not have
done if the nature of my animating principle were not
keenly perceptive and strong, penetrating and per-
ceiving all.

MASTER If you have now achieved +true knowledge
of the nature of the animating principle and have re-
alized that it embraces all things, begin now to sep=
arate what exists into parts and resolve those that
are compounds into their irreducible elements, which
are, of course, material and structure.

1,9 MATERIAL AND STRUCTURE 13

o The fivefold distribution of the present work
What is composed of material and structure is two
. dd ;

W&S&m&ﬂ“ﬂ&u&fﬁﬁM“AS&\WO@QSEﬂHh HESMWB&MM QMWMMMH
&RﬁR& b&ﬁﬁnk&.. ﬁl&u 7 3 material 3§N¢€h§ﬁ
b&ﬁﬁﬁhﬁ.&m&FWQERWkah.Qamxw\nBﬁSQS&Qﬁ\E&QMMM&£§GER:%
MWAMMPWB&Em&EbNM \mbosshmhbﬁkhh_&sng&Ku (a) preliminaries
of universal material and siructure; material

and structune in the sensa; discussion of the { ;

bos 7 matenial that

oupponts the qualities, and (b) the . .

3QR¢§®E§H& ¢ e, \ EBR&RK.&E&&&Y
mﬁubbﬁHAQSPRNb&QW.R& ; : .

ence, a thind 6 . : siance Abﬁthnowaxﬁowﬁkmm.thT

MMMﬂwwﬁlhn.%EwHMWSmemB&n&EkMEaN.nﬁ.&ﬁwmksaﬁﬁ§mu§m .
Lifth wild vey univernsal material and univensal stnuctune in
DISCIPLE I have alread
E L ) y learned all T
MWMMMSM:MJMMH%mMWSNW@MHbmwvwm, although £H¢SOCﬁnMM%m
! g 0 know. Nevertheless let
gin now to examine universal materi Seture. 1
1 1 and struct
hope that you will begi feting. moe that
: _begin by listing the headings t
we should explore in this present inquiry and @QM<MMM

their sections reasonabl
; : $0
thing in readiness. b that I may have every-

N MASTER Since our purpose h

universal material and CSM<anmH mmwcnwmmm wmmmeWOMM
to state that what' is made up of them is n&omoHa. w
is compound physical substance and the other ww mwsm
Emswmw.dnmSMnmsawso substance. Physical substance m%ﬂ
SO divides into two: one is the-physical material that
carries the structure of the qualities, and the other

is the transcendin ~4 ;
structure. g material that carries physical

This is why there must be t i

) ] s . wo treatises for u
mewwmmmwoseww MMMWM HmHOS Mjm preliminaries to ﬁzmmawm
Cer ] rsal material and struct
ining what is known of the sen i s ond dis-

g . : se-perceptibles and dis=-
cussing the pnysical material th i 15
. e at carries the i-
Mwmm. The mmnoua is addressed to the wnmsmnmsawmcm%Hl
erial that carries physical structure. g me

Once the argument in the
se four treatises i -
wwwwmmaimnwwMWthsws Mw<m to examine universal Mmmmwn
: : in emselves; hence th i
fifth treatise to that end. >ma so wnmanSMWdeMSM
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. DISCIPLE What proof is there that these proper-
npmm belong to and are appropriate to universal mater-
ial?

MASTER It must possess them if it has existence.
DISCIPLE How is that?

whole of what we should consider with reference to
material and structure will be found in these five
treatises that we have specified. Such, then, is the
whole content of the present work.

uO " The properties of universal material Z>mamw. The material must exist, because what
, does ﬂow exist cannot be the material of what does. It

Universal material and stwucture are to beundenstood in both - is said to be self-existing so that reasoning will not

a and an individual vay. The fonmen will be in terms of regress to infinity (as it would do) if material were

3 properties, which if they exist wild show that the entity not self-existing.  Its true being is a unity because

what we ﬂm@cwwm is a single material for :all things.
It sustains multiplicity, since diversity depends on
structures and structures are not self-existent. It
bestows on all things its own nature and identity, be-
cause if it sustains all things it is necessarily pre-

sent in all, and being in all it must bestow its own
nature and identity on all.

ik A » . Fon instance, il a uni ,
MMQQNmkbﬂMMﬂh,E&H\ﬁ§ﬁA&fwxwh$¥w:m EE#MMNWbN MW\ bﬁ@ﬁ
existence, a single true being, (c 0, versidy,
\&\mxbi&bQﬂﬁunhnufswo&mhhoQE~:DMMMJW&.Q&=&Q€.

DISCIPLE How well you have planned the trea-
tises on the exploration of material and structure!
Let us, therefore, undertake the inguiry into them /

that we proposed. i i
- The chain of discovery of the unmanifest ultimate

MASTER The existence of universal material
and universal structure is not to be ascertained in
one way only.

DISCIPLE Please reveal to me what ways Yyou
have in mind.

MASTER As a first intent their existence can
be known in two ways, one of them universal or gen-
eral and the other particular or individual.

o \%nbQSbmhgaﬁfoQS&xﬁﬁﬁthhhbmwn\ﬁﬁgﬁR neduction,
QTE&MWKM%R:N_wﬁEm&SMMLWMMM.Qﬁ veny last. This can be done, fox
exanp. \.meGﬁE&tﬁ QxﬁkukiQﬁnﬁbS. snﬁﬁgﬁt@
2&8&&&$&?&§ASR.QF (ng concepts untid a lgﬁaESM.SDN
ated entity is neached which alone and supponts all these stnuc-
tures., \mhath%Rnnkﬁb this but fails 2o i any universal material
5£ﬁ§ﬁrbmnhmnamkﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁmxygﬂQR.

DISCIPLE It's guite evident that universal ma-

DISCIPLE How can the existence of material .
tarial must have these properties.

and structure be known in the universal way?

) 3>mﬂmm Seek them, then, in all existents, and
if you discover them there, you have then surely dis-
covered the primary material.

MASTER Anything under investigation that we
seek to identify by proofs should be examined in
the light of its inseparable properties. When these
properties are known to exist and to be what they
are, then that reality to which they belong will al-
so be known to exist.

DISCIPLE How am I to make this search?

MASTER By a rational reduction, separating each
mﬁhCﬂwcnm of a given existent from the others and pro-
ceeding from manifest to unmanifest until you come to
that structure beyond which no other lies. This is the

DISCIPLE Please illustrate what you are say-
ing about such an investigation.

MASTER If there is only one universal mater- mdﬂcndcnm that antecedes all others of that which sus-
ial for everything, the following properties belong tains it.
to it: self-existence, singleness of nature, sus-~

" : . DISCIPLE Ple i 3
tainment of diversity and bestowal on all things of ase give an example.
its own nature and identity. MASTER A good example is the cosmic sphere, of

whose structures the first ' to occur is color, then
shape, then corporeity, then substantiality, then the




16 FOUNTAIN OF LIFE I,ll1

remaining ones, ' which is to say the transcending
concepts, until you reach that of a single self-
existent created entity sustaining all these struc-
tures. You will thereupon find it described by the
above properties, and you will discover that it is
the unmanifest ultimate beyond which no limit exists
except one, and that is the Creator whose name is
the Most High.

DISCIPLE T have now abstracted the structures
of that which exists from each other and have pro-
ceeded from manifest to unmanifest until I reached
the invisible limit beyond which there is no other,
exactly as you said.

MASTER Now once again withdraw from that in-
visible limit back to the manifest and from the man-
jifest to another more manifest until you reach the
point where you began, and you will find the proper-
ties of that unmanifest 1limit accompanying and at-
tending you from the unmanifest to the manifest.

DISCIPLE I have now sought these properties
in existing things and have found these things to be
permeated and pervaded throughout, until I reached
the irreducible indivisible. But I failed to find
any necessity for the existence of a universal mate-
rial supporting everything yet differing from every-
thing.

MASTER Did you not grant that oneof the prop-
erties of universal material is that it endows all
things with its own substance and identity? Where,
then, will existing things acquire these properties
if there is no universal material to provide them?

#N Diversity arises from structure, not from ma-

terial
§§H5&Kbﬁﬁﬁgﬁxwh93t§m~buéEhQSnaE€&€S=SEKQK
on { ; but what accepts the stwuctures is homogeneous and
withour diversity. This is illustinated by golden bracelets on nech=
Llaces with varied structune but identical maternial.
DISCIPLE It is as you say. But in what way
will this material differ from existing things?

MASTER The true being of material cannot dif-
fer from that of existing things. However, these are
made different from material by the structures it
acquires, or in other words by the differentiae that
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distinguish it. Accordingly the variety present in
manifest existents comes from manifest structures and
similarly the variety in unmanifest existents comes
from unmanifest structures. Therefore diversity oc-
curs by reason of the structures of existing things;
but the Invisible reality that receives the struc-—
tures is undiversified primary universal material.

DISCIPLE Please provide an illustration.

MASTER Consider some golden bracelets or some
necklaces wrought in gold and let them represent the
existents. Now if you find them to be of differing
structures and yet their fundamental material to be
one and the same, with no difference between the true
being of that material and their own, you will real-
ize thereby that existents are diverse as to struc-
ture but their fundamental material is one, and its
true being is no other than their own.

| 2R3 The properties of universal structure

These are (a) 2o subsist in anothen, (b) 2o bring it 2o com~
pletion, and (c/ Qeagks&gﬁw Qaawwgk@
u&ﬁﬁ&&ﬁ.bounmﬁ.kﬂﬁgﬁﬁkm QE&EDSQFanED&SN\S&ﬁjwnétf
has existence on completion. But does not material exist? ot exe
QﬁununkSkKE&bma&Ebﬁth&m59$$n&cnh. Although it may
be spoken of as existing, it lacks any but potential existence.

) DISCIPLE You have truly helped me to discover
universal material, since I have found its proper-

ﬁwmm in mxHMsto things. Now please also help me to
discover universal structure in the same way.

MASTER In the same way, then, take note of
the properties of universal structure, which are:
Amw to subsist in another, (b) +to perfect the true
UWHD@ of that in which it inheres, and (c) endow it
with existence. If you find these properties in the
structures of existing things, vyou have indeed dis-
covered universal structure.

DISCIPLE What reasconing can you bring forward

(to show) that these properties are attached to uni-
versal structure?

. MASTER HﬂaHmUmSmHUHm to structure is that it
1s supported, since if not supported it will support.
In that case structure will be material and will have



18 FOUNTAIN OF LIFE 1,13

the concept of material. But to perfect the true
being in which it inheres and endow it with existence
is also a function of structure, since no entity can
be what it is without structure.

DISCIPLE But did we not previously state that
material also exists?

MASTER We asserted that material had existence

only when transcending structure was conferred on it;
but in itself it lacks the existence that it gains
when structure is joined with it, which 1is actual
existence. Otherwise when we say it exists, such
existence is merely potential.

DISCIPLE 1 have now sought out these proper-
ties and found that they accompany all structures of

existents. But on what basis can I claim the exist~

ence of a universal structure from which +the being
and perfection of all structures arises?

14 Universal material and structure taken together

bbetS@miFﬁSannEmb&ﬁﬁ&hﬁAﬁﬁ_GDR~NQSR.QN§SQRQtEk

@ﬂﬂ&k&.&ﬁ}nthbRKbawbﬁﬁbnathEREEKb.nbghhmnohamQT -

ticulan antifacts such as statues on beds.

Nﬁwkgﬁ.bouPNnPRwEQ$L¢5.§FSQS§hoﬁm\&&5§3 which are
2he foun elements. Cach di
s0 a single common ox
is necessarny because are s
60  thein relation to what supponts them is the same as with par-
2culan stwcturnes.

The WQ&«n&@EQﬂK are not obsenvable in themselves, but can
be Bﬁ§.&8@§ﬁ&b¥~c\.ﬁ&§ﬁ§» and the same is fwe of
other stuctures. Jn the case of the qualities, they do not lend
themselves o intenmixtune, and so something else must hold zhem
MMMQW%. Similarly, a substratum Lo nequined fon generation %o

p

b&%““pnaEbﬁnﬁbana&ES. This

lace.

MASTER Please reserve that subject for now
and do not plunge ahead soO quickly, since the reso-

lution of it will follow in due course.

the othens in stwctune, and
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MASTER Contemplate the natural i

R sensibles
ssmﬁrmﬂ universal or particular, and you will awmw
cover in them nothing other than these.

DISCIPLE What is an exa g
particulars? mple from among the

MASTER Animals, plants and i i
. nanimate
each composed of material and structure. > e

DISCIPLE That is so.

MASTER Cbserve individual R
as a statue or a bed. artifactstoo, such

e DISCIPLE I have done so, and again found the

) MASTER And the same is also the case in the
universals of nature, which are the four elements.

DISCIPLE How is that?

MASTER Do you not perceilve that the
. struct
of each element is not that of another, and mmﬂmm

there must exist one structure i
them all? that 1is common to

DISCIPLE Esmw is this necessity that compels
me ﬂ@ admit the existence of something beyond these
sensible structures that is common to them all?

MASTER It must be admitted for th i
i e followin
reason: these structures are contingent, not HSdhwsm
sic. Consequently they bear the same relation to

what supports them as do particul
what supports them. b ar structures to

DISCIPLE I quite understand t
particular structures, such as the mmawmwmnmmﬁwbmw
mals and the elements in plants and stones, and that
these can be reduced into them:; but H3m<mxsow found
any substratum for universal structures. How, then

mBHdomnmmNSW .
as T asa m:mhmm mdsmnmwmmcns - a mcvmﬁmmwmsmnm

MASTER Well, did you observ
! e the four ele-~
ments themselves in the animals. plants and mﬁosme

DISCIPLE No, but I saw the animals and then

DISCIPLE Well, then. please now expound the
resolved them.

existence of universal material and structure to-
gether in the individual or particular way Yyou men-
tioned earlier, since it is now clear to me in the

general or universal one.

MASTER Even so will you also see t i
hese -
MMmew thCmchmm reduced to their substrata; cwwa
conclusion will inevitably be i
Stratum is a unity. Y Ehat thelr sub-




20 FOUNTAIN OF LIFE i,14

DISCIPLE Now I understand. But please éex-
plain further-

MASTER The incompatibility of the qualities
is evidence of this. '

DISCIPLE How 1is that?

MASTER The qualities do not lend themselves
to intermixture nor combination- Something else
must therefore exist that is other than them, and
joins them and holds them together. I do not here
mean a joining together as an action nor a holding
as an effort, but rather & joining and retention in
place, since activity eappertains to some instru-
mentality in the substratum, not to the substratum
itself.

DISCIPLE T understand. But please add some-
thing further.

MASTER Do you agree that generation arises
from contraries?

DISCIPLE I do indeed.

MASTER Understand, then, that if there were
no substratum for the contraries, substance would
derive from nonsubstance, and what is not substance
would be prior to substance.

DISCIPLE How can that be?

MASTER Any element, which is a substance,
comes into being from another element; similarly
the animals, plants and stones are substances and
are produced from the elements. Now if there were
no substratum in which generation could take place,
and that from which generation arises 1is prior to
that which is generated from it: then what I have
just said necessarily follows.

DISCIPLE Now I understand. But please ex-
plain a little more.

15 The primordial substratum N$n>hbﬂmbackﬁﬁ& sub-

that substantiality o these stuctures.
In the chain &nu@%Shonshhtﬁ&&«ipﬁmnbh.huk}N:Sbn.§55;©DKns
and sense~knoun stwuctunes the most manifest.
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.vaemw The elements certainly differ in their
qualities and %mw are alike in being physical sub-
stantiality. This, then, must be their substratum.

DISCIPLE It cannot be otherwise. If these
elements are alike in corporeality as you said, there
BMmﬁ Mm M vUWmWMmH substantiality that cbamnwwmm the
structures o e eleme . ]
S e , nts But what do you think

MASTER  That is something we shall discuss lat-
er SSWB we analyze for ourselves this substantiality
and differentiate its property, which is quantity
mmoa its substratum, which is substance. At mrmm
time you will appreciate that +the relation between
the substratum and the physical substantiality that
supports the structures of the elements is the same

as the relation between this substantiali
structures. ality and those

This consideration will reveal to yo i
Umvwﬂa the substance that is the mﬂUmﬁHMdmaivaHHme
physical substantiality of other substances that are
ddmammw<mm substrata and subsist in each other un-
www you reach the primordial substratum that ww the
cﬁp<mnmww material at which we are aiming. Then you
will recognize the similarities between these sub-
strata mhﬂ those mentioned earlier, or the substances
that are intermediate between the totally unmanifest

primary material and the totally manifest .
structures. Y st tangible

DISCIPLE Let us go back to what we were s

. - m -
ing mUOCW.vwmean substantiality as substratum mwh
the structures of the elements.

m The substratum fo 5
r univers s
strucfures al and for particular

Just as there is a single physical stantialit e
uhaﬁpsﬂxww_wwwkpsk elements, oo is zhere one fon mﬁMMWE&Da

this is applicable also %o the {
¢ . coomic Yez
utﬁﬁ;ﬁﬁﬁﬂbhanﬁﬁp from  stucture, it is 2o
demonstrate theirn .
MASTER Are you now convinced th
S P y at the ele~
%MdeAEHWU their QP%%Wth# structures, which are the
° r primary) QCWHHWHmm, coincide with respect to
Physical substantiality? And 1is it <clear to you

that there is onl PR
Y one substanti Yy
for the four structures? alit as substratum
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DISCIPLE Yes, that is clear.

MASTER These universal structures in the ele-
ments, then, will bear the same relation to what is
generated out of them as do particular structures to
what is generated out of them.

DISCIPLE That must be so.

MASTER Similarly, the physical substantiality
that is the substratum for these universal struc-
tures will be just like the elements in being the
substratum for these particular structures.

DISCIPLE That also must be so.

MASTER Now using this as a model, consider
the other cases that come after.

DISCIPLE I think that you are suggesting this
with reference to the cosmic sphere, because it co-
incides with +the elements in corporeality, and so
the same judgment must be made of it. ,

MASTER It cannot be otherwise.

DISCIPLE Indeed it cannot. But how can I as-
sert that in something where structure is never sep-
arate from material, material is different from
structure?

MASTER When you see subsisting in material a
similar but different structure, you will realize by
that fact the difference from structure to material,
because if they were one they could not be differ-
entiated from each other.

sub
coomic mass not take on the qualities of the elements ron gen-
enation and dissolution; but it definitely is a substantiality be-

17 The difference between the substance of the
cosmic sphere and that of the elements; and summary

There are some differences and some similaniti betueen the

Lialid QNM$NAKKabnAEFQS.Eﬁxhﬁﬁno natunal objects: the

cause the propenties and differentiae &“osPZHSNP&hﬁanwnskkhﬁ

in it.

The disciple has now Learned zhe four kinds of material and
stucture : particulan antificial material, panticulan natural mater~
ial, univensal natural material that accepis genenation, and cosmic
material. In each of zthese matenials is its supponted structure,
aEmnh&$§$$.m%Qwhnnn‘ all concur in the concept of material and
stwcture. n sensibles, whethen universal on particulan,
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Eﬁ&b&NmpnsﬁﬁQRPmnE&a&ﬁﬁbEﬁ,huhaﬂxhh.

Strwuctures agree in being structures of ysical 5SFK§ER].
ality. \F&nnﬁweam~x§ahbbﬁﬁﬁﬁ~.Q~uﬁQ!mevakuﬁh\EﬁﬁAbﬂnbi
dividuals as separate instances of species. In sense-perceivables,
universal material must be present and also univernsal stwcture.

(The Master continues) In due course, however,
we shall establish the true separateness of structure
and material when we take up the substance that sup-
ports the nine categories.

N
DISCIPLE I know the ones you mean.

MASTER Therefore any structure supported in
the substantiality of the cosmic sphere will be 1like
the universal structures that subsist in the substan-
tiaglitiesof the elements, Jjust as these were 1like
the particular structures subsisting in what is con-
stituted of the elements.

DISCIPLE That's how it must be. But why do
you separate the substance of the cosmic sphere from
that of the elements, since they coincide in quantity
and therefore must be a single substantiality?

MASTER It is true of course that the cosmic
sphere and the elements are a single substantiality
since both coincide in quantity, except for the fact
that the difference between them rests on another
basis; that the cosmic mass does not receive the qual-
ities of the elements nor is it involved in genera-
tion and corruption. Furthermore, the structure of
the cosmic sphere differs from those of the elements.

DISCIPLE How can we possibly assert that the
cosmic sphere and the elements constitute a single
substantiality even when the cosmic mass is not sub-
ject to generation and dissolution while that of the
elements is?

MASTER Exactly as we were able to state that
the substantiality of the elements is one even though
they differ in their qualities.

UHmnHMNm But how will you reply to some one
who denies that the cosmic sphere is a physical sub-
stantiality?

_MASTER The physical substantiality of the
Cosmlc sphere cannot be denied, because physical pro-
bPerties and differentiae are evident in it. However,
Some one may deny that it is a substantiality of the
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same sort as that of these elements, and there is no
need for you to dispute that at present.

Now please tell me what you have gained from
our reasonings up to this point.

DISCIPLE T have come to know the four kinds
of material and the four of structure.

MASTER What are they?

DISCIPLE Particular artificial material, par-
ticular natural material, universal natural material
subject to generation, and cosmic material. And on
the other hand, in the case of each of these materi-
als its structure sustained within it.

MASTER Well learned! But now in addition you’
must understand that these four kinds of materials
and structures, although disparate, yet share in the
concept of material and structure.

DISCIPLE That is true.

MASTER And in what the senses can perceilve,
there is nothing else beside these.

DISCIPLE Nothing.

MASTER So now we have ascertained that in un-
iversal and particular natural sensibies material and
structure alone exist.

DISCIPLE Just so.

MASTER Parts come together to form a whole,
and these materials and structures are parts. They
should therefore unite and become a whole.

DISCIPLE How can they unite when they are dis-
parate?

MASTER Do not the elements, although dispar-
ate, nevertheless coincide in being physical sub-
stantiality? And do not structures similarly coin-
cide in being the structure of substantiality? And
so structures considered as a species~-that of sen-
sible structure-—are one, even if as individuals in
their singleness they are many.

DISCIPLE They are indeed.

MASTER Therefore what must exist in sense-
perceptibles is a universal material, which is phys-
ical substantiality; and a universal structure, com-
prising everything supported in physical substanti-
alitye.
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DISCIPLE That's the way it must be.

MASTER Now that you have been convinced by
this discussion in Book One that nothing is present
in sense-perceptibles except material, which is uni-
versal phvsical substantiality, and structure, which
is everything supported therein; let us now take up
in Book Two that which comes next after this sense-
perceptible physical substantiality, or the substance
that supports quantity. This is the first of the
rational substances that we shall consider.

N



