Czech emigration story
Josef Vesely was born in Kladno, Bohemia on February 17th, 1869. Johan Csunderlik was born in the 1850s, probably also in Bohemia. Both were  soldiers serving the Austrian Empire. In 1898 when released from the army, they migrated to Germany, and went to work in the coal mines of the Dusseldorf region. Josef Vesely married Marie Kumhera in the Sokolov region just before the emigration. The main language of Johan and Josef was Czech. Marie Kumhera was born on May  20th,1875 in Kozárovice, about 70km south of Prague, at the time the Pisek district, her main language was German.
In Germany, both Josef Vesely and Johan Csunderlik had many children.
In 1911, from the port of Hamburg, in a steam ship name Hollanda, the two families came to Brazil. They arrived in Florianópolis, SC (Santa Catharina) a southern state, and then moved to Criciuma SC, to continue working in coal mines.  Two years later, they bought land in a new settlement called Anitápolis SC. They probably had a lot of trouble because they were not young and had no experience in agriculture. Some older children continued to work in coal mines in Criciuma.
In the 1920s, Josef Vesely, lost all his properties in card games, acquired debts, and lost land and a corn mill. He asked his oldest son to take care of the family and disappeared. It was told that he returned to Europe. The oldest son named Josef Vesely Junior moved to Florianopolis and took care of his mother Marie and the younger siblings Fanny and Francisco. The youngest of the family, Francisco Vesely was born in Anitápolis, on July 28th , 1913.
Only in 1935, did Josef Vesely Junior finish paying his father's debts, he worked as a candy salesman and was a rowing athlete.
The reporter of this little story is Norberto Vesely, son of Francisco Vesely. Norberto was born near a coal mine in the city of Minas do Butiá RS (Rio Grande do Sul) on September 19th, 1948. He is a chemical engineer and lives in Curitiba PR              (Paraná), Brazil.
The interpretation of this story had the crucial help of Petr Polakovic, visiting Curitiba in May 2015, when he could see the emigration documents.
Interestingly, Norberto's mother is Olga, granddaughter of Johan Csunderlik, friend of Josef Vesely from Bohemia. The Vesely and Csunderlik families were very close until 1962. It can be said that coal mining kept these two families together for over 50 years. In holidays, when relatives came together, it was interesting to hear three languages, Czech, German and Portuguese.

In the early 1960s many railroads and coal mines in southern Brazil were disabled. From there, the second generation born in Brazil began a dispersion in the three southern states of Brazil. Currently, many descendants do not even know of the existence of others.
